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CHILEAN DELEGATION TO PROPOSE COMMON MARKET 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 16 Oct 84 p C-2 


[Text] Creation of a Latin American Common Market to speed the process of 
regional and economic integration will be proposed by the Chilean delegation 
to the Fifth Congress of Businessmen of America, to be held beginning next 
Thursday in Santa Domingo, Dominican Republic. 


This information was revealed yesterday by the vice president of the Chilean 
Confederation of Retail Commerce, Elias Brugere, who leaves today for the 
meeting of the Interamerican Confederation of Businessmen, an institution 
created in August 1979. 


At the event, which will be opened by Dominican Republic President Jorge 
Blanco, there will be delegates from similar organizations in Brazil, 
Colombia, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo, Venezuela, the United States, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, Haiti, and Panama. 


According to Elias Brugere, among the most important subjects for discussion 
will be the problem of foreign debt: public and private foreign debt, restruc- 
turing and refinancing, as well as consideration of a development strategy. 

The vice president of the Retail Commerce Confederation indicated that "in 
addition to the creation of this Latin American Common Market, in our opinion 
we must establish a system of preferences for the exchange of the finished 

and semifinished goods of these countries, so that their communities are con- 
sumers of their own resources and providers of manufactured goods and foods 

for the rest of the world." 


He specified that in order to achieve that, it is essential to obtain: 

"A) Union of customs systems for Latin America; 

"R) Economic and financial cooperation through their respective central banks; 
"C) An end to the excesses of arms build-up; 


"D) Joint and coordinated action to solve definitively the social problem 
called unemployment ; 














"E) Latin American trade, assuring its increase and development regardless of 
contingent or temporary political situations." 


Regarding the problem of foreign debt, the Chilean Confederation of Retail 
Commerce will propose "joint action by the debtor countries of Latin America, 
to allow them to service their debts--which must be paid--under conditions 
which are compatible with their respective growth, and without sacrificing the 
dignity of their people.' 


The Chilean delegation will also stress the importance and need for private 
activity, as the creative, worthy, and libertarian element in which property 
achieves its real meaning. 
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OECS DIRECTOR LEW COMMENTS ON AFTERMATH OF GRENADA 
Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Nov 84 pp 8-9, 11] 


[Text ] 


THE following is an interview with 
Dr. Vaughan Lewis, Director General 
of the OECS. He was interviewed in 
* St. Lucia by the Editor of Caribbean 
Contact, Dr. Colin Hope. 





C.C.: We are on the eve of the anniversary, 
if you can use that term to apply to the 
tragic events which took plece in Gre- 
nada on the 19th October 1983. Now a 
year later, Dr. Lewis, looking back at all 
that occurred, what are your thoughts 
and feelings at this time? 

DR. LEWIS: Relative to the intervention 
and its aftermath, I think we c.n say that 
we have been able to arrive at a situation 
where the interim government which was 
established in Grenada has been able to 
maintain a certain degree of stability in 
the country. It has been able to begin the 
initiation of projects to allow government 
and the economy to continue. Thus in 
spite of the difficulties that we had when 
the interim government was initially es- 
tablished, with all the noise, it has been 
abie to keep things on an even keel in 
Grenada. 

C.C.: When you say ‘we’, are you speaking 
of the OECS or are you speaking of the 
Caribbean states and those others who 
were involved? 

DR. LEWIS: The OECS. 

C.C.: Actually, what I would like to know 
is what are your personal feelings, how do 
you feel now at this poin? in time, as an 
individual? Let us try to forget your role 
as Director General of the OECS, although 
I know you can’t separate the two. 

DR. LEWIS: No! The twocan’t be separated 
and for those purposes I can only speak 


in fact as Director General of the OECS. 
What we can say is that one speaks for 
the countries; because this is the system 
that I represent. The countries were faced 
with an extremely difficult situation, 
unprecedented in the history of our part 
of the world. Those countries, their 
governments, felt the need to act very 
quickly if the situation was to be brought 
under some sort of control. The govern- 
ments were very much aware that the 
regime that overthrew Maurice Bishop 
could only be a very, very difficult one, 
given the extent of the military capability 


-it had at its disposal, and so our govern- 


ments, some of them very close to the 
scene, geographically close, in addition 
to being culturally and politically close, 
decided that there was a threat or a great 
degree of urgency and we needed to seek 
the assistance of those who would be 
willing to grant assistance. 

There is no doubt in my mind that this 
was the appropriate direction to take. | 
think the difficulties within the wider 
Caribbean, within the CARICOM area. 
arose from different perceptions of the 
urgency of the situation, and different 
perceptions of the threat that might 
have been posed to one or other of our 
countries. The differences in percep- 
tions are partly a function of the differ- 
ences in the strengths of the various coun- 
tries. Our governments were very, very 
conscious of the fact that their capabili- 








ties were inhibiting to staving off any 
threats to their own security, their 
own well-being and the well-being of the 


peoples. 

Our capabilities are extremely limited. 
That differentiates us from some other 
countries in the Caribbean who have, and 
who had at the time, greater forces at 
their disposal, and greater capacity to 
dispose of those forces in order to protect 
their own countries. We found ourselves 
in a situation of having to seek assistance 
from outside. : 

I think our governments were well 
aware that this kind of action was pre- 
cedent-setting in a way - but that it was 
considered, and I am sure that they were 
right, that the situation itself was also 
unprecedented and precedent-setting , and 
extraordinary methods had to be taken. 
The action of the governments was, as I 
am sure you know, supported by the 
great majority, and by the populations of 
the countries. There is no doubt about 
that. That sentiment of support was re- 
flected in the Parliaments, when opposi- 
tions in all our countries, the majority 
of the oppositions in all our countries, 
su the measures taken by the 
governments. 

So I think that one would say that 
the action w.s justified by the circum- 
stances, in spite of the fact that it was 
of an unprecedented nature, and that the 
action had the strong support of the 
people of our area, and the people of Gre- 
nada, which is more important, and that 
the government established since has been 
able to hold the reins as it were, while the 
system accommodated itself to the new 
circumstances and the people were able 
to gradually accustom themselves to the 
notion that they would be able to elect 
8 new government within a year. 


THOSE INVOLVED 


C.C.: Now, you personally knew nearly 
every one of the individuals, the indi- 
vidual men and women, involved in the 
tragic circumstances. Knowing them as 
you did, could you have foreseen the 
tragedy which occurred and the manner 
in which it took place? 


DR. LEWIS: No. I think it would be a bold 


man who could say that he could have 
foreseen what occurred in Grenada. We 
know that in political regimes of any kind 
there are difficulties that arise within the 
regime from time to time. What we did 
not, what I certainly did not, anticipate 
was the extent to which these dif faculties 


would be, or at least the extent to which 
an attempt to resolve the difficulties 
would be made through the use of mili- 
tary instrumentalities. I don't think that 
many people, if any, could have foreseen 
the nature of the evolution of that crisis 
in Grenada. 


C.C.: Do you think that the use of “military 


instrumentalities”, as you call it, was the 
~— which shocked Caribbean people 
most 


DR. LEWIS: I have no doubts about that. It 


was the impetus to the intervention, the 
use of weaponry, the assassination of the 
political leadership and the use of weap- 
onry again to cow the whole population— 
you recall the state of emergency and the 
particular nature of that state of emerg- 
ency. I think it is that that shocked the 
people of our region, shocked the politi- 
cal leadership of the region, and led to 
the determination of the political leader- 
ship that such events could not be allowed 
to establish themselves and legitimize 
themselves and had to be dealt with in a 
different way. _ 


A YEAR LATER: THE EFFECT 


C.C.: Now that one year has gone by, what 


is the effect of what occurred on the re- 
lationships within the CECS firstly? Then 
perhaps you could tell me something of 
the effect it has had on the relationship 
within the wider Caribbean Community. 


DR. LEWIS: Well I wouldn't say that there 


were many ef fects within the OECS itself. 
I think this was one occasion on which 
there was a very strong unanimity of view 
that something had to be done and about 
the measures which had to be taken. The 
Organisation was aware that it was going 
into an alliance, as it were, with govern- 
ments much stronger than the govern- 
ments of the Organisation. One of our 
main considerations was to establish it, 
in such a way that we could have some 
degree of control over the events as they 
evolved once the decision was taken that 
there should be an intervention with the 
assistance of the external forces—and 
external forces stronger than ourselves. 


I think in general the OECS countries 
—and I think this surprised many people 
—the OECS were able to hold their una- 
nimity, to hold their coherence in the 
face of the tremendous onslaught not 
only from sections within the region, but 
internationally, and in the international 
institutions. But I would say again, or 
reiterate what 1 was suggesting a while 
ago, that it is really the strength of the 
support of the populations of the coun- 
tries which was very, very evident and 











very evident to all the political actors in 
the OECS. I think it was the strength of 
that support that allowed the coherence 
of the OECS to maintain itself during the 
difficult period. 


NO PROSCRIPTION ON FORCE 


As you know the events led to some 
degree of discord within the wider 
CARICOM circle. I myself, if I might put 
a semi-personal interpretation on it, | 
myself would think that to some extent 
the discord was due, as 1 was suggesting 
earlier, to the differences in the strengths 
in the countries of the region, the dif- 
ferences therefore in the perceptions as 
to the potential effects on the countries 
of what was occurring in Grenada. 


There are substantial differences in, 
let us call them the countries’ secunty 
capabilities, and there were such dif- 
ferences at the time between ourselves 
and all the other CARICOM countries, 
and I think that partly determined hew 
different countries saw the events and 
how different countries judged the re- 
sponse that was needed to be made to the 
events. Our countries, | think, our govern- 
ments were very, very well aware of the 
nature of the precedent of the potential 
of inviting a third party, that is to say an 
extra CARICOM party to use military 
force to assist in the removal of the in- 
dividuals who claimed to take command 
of the government of Grenada after 
October 19. 


I think the governments considered 
it very carefully, and considered the 
nature of the precedent in international 
law, but they were aware too that these 
situations always pose problems of great 
moral and political dimensions. They 
pose problems of legality in the system 
of international law, i.e. legality or il- 
legality. The governments were aware 
that they themselves were party to the 
charters of the international institution 
which proscribed the use of force except 
in very well defined circumstances. But 
the governments were also aware that 
the nature of self-defence, for example, 
was subject to different definitions de- 
pending on where you are sitting and 
what your strength is at any given time. 

They’re aware of the position of hu- 
manitarian intervention in international 
societies and in intemational law. And 
with that general awareness, and there 
was a lot of discussion about the matter, 
they decided that the use of force, as- 
sisted by a third party was the only way 
in which the situation could be resolved 


with satisfaction for the security and 
well-being of our countries. 


And it is really that rubric of humani- 
tarian intervention that characterises the 
intervention for which there is precedent 
in intemational law and precedent in 
international relations. 


CARIB DIFFICULTIES 
NOT FROM GRENADA 


I think that in the wider world there 
was a certain amount of misunderstand- 
ing about the rights, the legal rights of 
the OECS to do what it did. That misun- 
derstanding arose from the fact that not 
many people were aware of what the 
OECS treaty actually says. Many people 
were not, and people in institutions, 
people who should have known better, 
were not aware of the autonomous nature 
of the OECS itself, the OECS having an 
international personality, and a right to 
act autonomously. 

Many countries were not aware of the 
nature of our decision-making process for 
example, and that led to alot of dispute, 
needless dispute. We need to recognise of 
course, that some of the dispute was en- 
gineered deliberately in order to cause 
confusion and to de-legitimise our Case. 
But we were never in ary doubt as to the 
legitimacy of the Organisation's right to 
act and the manner in which the Or- 
ganisation acted. 

In the CARICOM area a whole 
there were countries for which interven- 
tion, ahy intervention would have a 
precedent-setting nature and therefore in- 
tervention could not be acceptable to 
them. This is understandable and that is 
what I mean by saying that the different 
situations of countries, the different per- 
ceptions of the strength of their security 
capabilities, the different perceptions of 
the strength of their international diplo- 
macy, and of the capacity of that inter- 
national diplomacy to protect them, all 
of these things played a part in deter- 
mining the response of CARKCOM coun- 
tries to the events. But our countries, 
as relatively newly independent coun- 
tries, were quite clear that neither the 
strength of our diplomacy nor the strength 
of our security capabilities could inhibit 
the development of a dangerous situation 
if we did not resort to external help. with 


great urgency. 


C.C.: You say that certain countries recog- 


nise that intervention would be a prece- 
dent as far as they are concerned, I want 
to question you on the countries, but 
could you just give me an idea of what 
you mean by this? 











DR. LEWIS: Well I think you know, and I 
think it is fairly clear what I mean by that. 
In the same way that certain countries 
cannot support secession because that 
is in the nature of the establishment of a 
precedent, certain countries, because of 
their particular situation, cannot support 
intervention of any kind, but this does 
not mean... 


REGIONAL SECURITY 


C.C:: In the Caribbean? Countries in the 


Caribbean ?; 


DR. LEWIS: Yes, in the Caribbean! Coun- 
tries in the Caribbean, but that does not 
mean that this should constitute a pro- 
cription on intervention or the use of 
force, let us put it that way, in any cir- 
cumstances whatsoever, as far as other 
countries are concerned. Let me just 
stress the differences in the capabilities, 
the dif ferences in security capabilities and 
the way in which that determines how a 


country responds and the urgency with > 


which countries respond because I think 
one of the points in dispute implicitly 
at that time, is really the question of how 
urgent it was to ensure that the individuals 
who claimed power in Grenada after 
October 19, should not establish them- 
Selves, or should not get the feeling that 
there might be the possibility of establish- 
ing themselves after the acts that they 
had committed, and so put themselves in 
a position to use their own strengths to 
affect the security of other countries in 
the sub-region. 


LONG TERM EFFECT 


C.C.: What do you feel now has been the 
effect over time of the entire affair on 
the Caribbean integration movement’ ~ 


DR. LEWIS: Well it would be silly to say 
that the discord in some measure has not 
lingered but I do not myself believe that 
the difficulties that we are having in the 
Caribbean integration movement are the 
Consequence in large measure of the Gre- 
nada situation. People might wish at times 
to use the Grenada one, because it is an 
easy one to use. But we have to be aware 
that even before the Grenada events the 
integration movement was in a fair 
amount of difficulty and I believe that 
the substantial problem in the integra- 
tion movement at this time is the trade 
question which preceded the Grenada 
events, which has a greater salience on 
the day-to-day lives of people in the 
Caribbean region, which takes up the time 
of governments to a much greater degree 
than does the Grenada matter. I think 
this is the problem. 


There are longer term problems which 
were implicit in our relationships before 
the Grenada events, but which the Gre- 
nada events and the necessity for dealing 
with the Grenada events have clarified. 
And the question of security was one: 
regional security and how we approach 
the question of regional and sub-regional 
security of very small countries in an ex- 
posed area such as the Caribbean. In a 
way, the Grenada events have put a 
damper on objective thought about the 
most appropriate means of securing na- 
tional and sub-regional security in the 
Caribbean area and in the CARICOM 
area. The matter you know has been 
transfered to another level, that ts to say 
the Commonwealth secretariat level. 

But I think that problem was always 
implicit in the situation of the Caribbean 
of the last few years. I don’t say so in 
retrospect. I myself spoke of it, two days 
before the arrest of Maurice Bishop, in 
Barbados at a lecture given at the annual 
meeting of the Regional Sort of 
Monetary Studies, in which I said that 
this was a problem that we needed to be 
looking at and which we had not really 
faced, and that I myself was not at all 
satisfied with the way in which the re- 
gional movement was looking at the 
security problem. So I think that problem 
is there, there is a kind of hiatus if you 
like in the regional discussion, although 
individual countries have begun to think 
of the most effective ways in which their 
security might be strengthened. But let 
me revert by simply saying that, to me, 
as far as I can see, the central problem of 
our integration movement now is the 
trade and payments problem and that will 
have a much more determining influence 
on the welfare of the populations than 
the series of events related to Grenada. 


C.C.: So you think that tine will heal the 


wounds of the Grenada incident, there 
will be no degeneration or debilitating 
effects of the Grenada incident on the 
Caribbean integration movement? 


DR. LEWIS: Well there can be a debilitating 


effect if nothing is done. I think it is time 
and appropriate action, appropriate 
thought and action about the problems of 
security in our area which will heal the 
wounds. The time may not be ripe or 
right at present but I do believe that the 
countries in the sub-region, all the coun- 
tries in the Eastern Caribbean region in 
particular, are going to have to face this 
problem of what is the most appropriate 
method of ensuring the security of the 
peoples and countries of the sub-region. 














C.C.: You keep mentioning a point that I 


want to come to later; the entire question 
of a Regional Defence Force. There has 
been discussion about a Regional Defence 
Force which would include the integra- 
tion of units of the Barbados Defence 
Force and units of the Defence Forces of 
the OECS states. Do you think this will 
become a reality? 


DR. LEWIS: Well I am not at liberty to say 


whether it will or will not. Discussions on 
what is called rejgonal security will take 
place in a forum other than the OECS. | 
think what you are seeing is countries of 
the Eastern Caribbean and some of the 
OECS countries giving thought to, what I 
Was suggesting just now, the appropriate 
methods of ensuring national and regional 
security. This discussion I think is begin- 


ning .. . as to the nature of the arrange- 


ment I cannot be forthcoming. 


OECS ACHIEVEMENTS 


C.C.; Just one other point on this. What do 


you think would be the long term effect 
of the Grenada affair on the Caribdean 
and on the political, economic and geo- 
political relationships? 

DR. LEWIS: Well let me put it this way. I 
think that the Grenada matter began to 
highlight a number of problems that were 
already existing in the Caribbean and in 
the CARICOM area in particular. I men- 
tioned one, security, I mentioned that 
the trade problem had already been a 
problem and the trading problems had 
already been affecting relationships, po- 
litical and others, and particularly eco- 
nomic relationships in the area. 1 think 
what we are perceiving, perhaps in 
the Eastern Caribbean more than else- 
where, is that we have to look at the 
instruments which we have for ensuring 
national development. If those instru- 
ments are not appropriate as national 
instruments then we have to seek ways in 
which we can maximise the use of those 
instruments collectively to ensure what 
we want. 


Now, in the OECS territories, 
there is, as it were, an experiment 
going on to try and discern which of the 
instruments we need to collectivise, 
which we need to make iegional. That 
is not an easy discussion because the 
countnes, as you know, have just become 
independent, and there is the need and 
the desire to use the national instruments. 
There is not much experience in the use 
of these instruments in the context of the 
wider world, of the intemational system 
as a whole. 








All the time, prior to the middle of the 
1970s, the British were there and the 
British were cosseting all the arrange- 
ments we needed to make, particularly 
the arrangements we needed to make in 
the international arena. Now the British 
are no longer there as is evidenced by the 
Grenada events and the countries are 
having to consider how they should go 
ahead to achieve objectives which cannot 
easily be achieved with national instru- 
— with instruments of the national 
evel. 


Now this problem is exacerbated by 
the very difficult international climate 
which at present exists. All the countries 
in the OECS area are faced, or virtually 
all, are faced with what I call, and what is 
called in our economic jargon, “‘a fiscal 
crisis of the state”. Our governments do 
not have the yesources to do what the 
populations require and what in some 
measure the populations have been prom- 
ised would be forthcoming as a conse- 
quence of independence. Our countries 
are giving thought to how we can best 
arrange our systems of higher education, 
tertiary education for example, how best 
to utilise the resources for health which 
are available to these countries, given 
that in some specialised area of health, no 
single country can afford the necessary 
expertise. What are the appropriate ar- 
rangements for the public service if we 
are to handle the difficult problems at 
home and cope with the problems of the 
intemational environment at the same 
time. I think we are going into some dis- 
cussion about all of these problems. 


The countries are obviously evaluating 
the existing regional institutions. Now | 
believe that this sort of discussion is very 
difficult. Even within the OECS different 
countries feel stronger than others 
at different points in time, feel capable of 
Carrying out activities of which others do 
not feel capable, and may or may not be 
less committed to the collective use of 
economic and political instruments at 
particular points in time; but I believe 
that this kind of discussion which is 
going on, is one that will reall. spread to 
the rest of the eastem Caribbean. It is 
not so obvious now because there is such 
a disparity, if you like, m the resources 
other Caribbean countries have, as against 
our couniries. . . 


WIDER CARIBBEAN AND U.S. 


C.C.: What I would like you to really speak 


about is this: In what way has the Gre- 
nada crisis affected the influence of the 








Unite es on the Caribbean firstly, 
and whe. : spoke of the Caribbean, | 
was really talking of the wider Caribbean, 
and secondly can there be any relation- 
ships between the English-speaking Carib- 
bean and the non-English-speaking Carih- 
bean, in particular Cuba, Santo Domingo, 
Haiti and Nicaragua in the immediatc 
future? 


DR. LEWIS: I am sure that there can be. Of 


Course the Heads of Government meeting 
in Nassau, last July, decided cn certain 
relationships with, the Dominican Repub- 
lic with Haiti and with Suriname. In other 
words, eventually they decided that they 
shouldn't be any discrimination in terms 
of political regimes there, in terms of 
certain functional relationships that the 
CARICOM countries might have with 
those countries. In respect of Cuba. I 
think that it will be appropriate that at a 
certain point, discussion, discourse, diplo- 
macy between Cuba and our countries 
will begin again to evolve. 

The Grenada difficulty obviously had 
a very serious effect on Cuba, on Cuban 
leadership, and on our leadership as 
well. I think there was some misunder- 
standing of the way in which our coun- 
tries act, of the capacity of our countries 
to act with dispatch, of the particular 
type of relationship that our countries 
have with a large country like the United 
States. As you know, let us be frank, 
there is a tendency to categorise our 
countries, small as they are, as ‘satel- 
lites’ of one kind or another. I think the 
use of terms like that distorts the reality 
of imternational relationships and rela- 
tionships between our countries specific- 
ally and the United States and other large 
countries. So the sooner those kinds of 
words are done away with the quicker 
there will be an evolution in the relation- 
ships between countries of different 
ide ological orientation. 

Implicit in the use of such terms, for 
example, is an assumption that all our 
countries are the same. That because 
they are small they are the same, that 
they have the same relationship with 
the United States and so on. So I think 
all those kinds of orientations create a 
situation in which the sovereignty of 
our countries, the nature of the sover- 
eignty of our countries, and our coun- 
tries’ determination to protect their 
sovereignty within the context of the 
resources that we have, and given our 
size are not understood. 

There is at times the perception 


and sometimes the expressed sentiment 
that our countries are, as it were, giving: 





away Our sovereignty or they are too 
small to maintain their sovereignty and so 
on. I think once those kinds of misunder- 
standings are cleared away appropriate 
relationships will certainly develop be- 
cause of Course size is relative and it is 
true that we are small, but there is no 
Country in the Caribbean that is really 
large. 

We have too, I think, gradually de- 
fined the nature of the diplomacy we 
intend to have in the Caribbean. The 
kinds of rules and the kinds of under- 
Standings we will have about intera- 
tional diplomacy in the Caribtzan. | 
don’t say this in restrospect, it is some- 
thing I have been saying long before | 
came to this job. So I think that there is 
no unnecessary difficulty in the estab- 
lishment of relations with Cuba, but 
certain attitudes have to be done away 
with. 

Certain characterisations of the nature 
of our countries’ behaviour have to be put 
to one side, because they are distorting the 
realities of the relationships which exist 
between small countries and large coun- 
tries, relationships and difficulties which 
we have to face as much as the Cuban 
goverment or any other government in 
the Caribbean has to face: because we are 
all, in the last analysis, very small coun- 
tries. 


C.C.: You have been Director General of 


the CECS for more than a year; what do 
you identify as the positive achievements 
of the OECS? / 


DR. LEWIS: Well I think we have gradually 


begun to systematise the way in which 
our countries relate to each other, to 
establish norms of behaviour, to establish 
rules by which our countries relate to 
each other in the search for closer co- 
operation. I think certainly in my experi- 
ence here in the last two years there has 
been a greater emphasis on what we call 
functional co-operation. It is true that 
the excitements of foreign policy are 
always more attractive, but I think the 
base of our relationships in the OECS is 
really the way, and will be the way in 
which we strengthen our functional rela- 
tionships in health, in educatior, in cul- 
ture, in sports, in the way in which we 
harmonise decision-making by the pub- 
lic services, in the way in which we har- 
monise our activities in relation to the 
Caribbean Sea or the use of the Carib- 
bean Sea. Those are the real issues. And | 
think there is where I prefer to put the 
emphasis in working with an organisation 
such as this. 

It is true that the govermments are 

















still to really come to grips with the na. 
ture of our external relationships and the 
way in which we shall establish our ex- 
ternal relationships. We have inherited 
from the past certain modalities which 
need to be and which are being examined. 
I think that that kind of problem is still 
one which needs to be resolved. 

But again in another area, we have 
made some progress. In the establish- 
ment of a Central Bank we have com- 
pleted a very difficult operation, an un- 
precedented operation in the history of 
Cc-operation among countries in regional 
groups. That has certain implications for 
national action in the sphere of financial, 
fiscal and plaoning relationships, and 
planning activities and those implications, 
I think, we would be beginning to face in 
the foreseeable, future, if we have a har- 
monised monetary institution: and if we 
can begin io harmonise policies in such a 
way that conflict does not rise and spill 
over into the functions of the regional 
monetary institution. 


Those are the kinds of problems we 
are going to have to face and I think our 
countries already perceive them. There is 
some discussion going on and a lot of it 
will revolve around how we begin, how 
we continue if you like, the re-organisa- 
tion of our public services, how you 
relate them to the regional public serv- 
ices which are developing in our sub- 
region. 


FAILURES 


C.C.: Would you like to comment on any 


areas of failure or disappointment, if 
there are any? 


DR. LEWIS: Well I can say in a sense that 


we might have hoped to have concen- 
trated more on institution-building during 
the last year and a half or so, but as you 
know one of the problems about political 
activities such as these, is that they have 
an unpredictable nature about them. The 
Grenada question arose which diverted 
us, if you like, from the process of 
institution-building. I think that could 
be one of the things that we would have 
hoped to have got further along the line 
with. We have had a tremendous probicm 
in reacting to the whole question of the 
restructuring of the University of the 
West Indies and the tertiary education in 
general. 

If we are involving ourselves in tertiary 
education, normally we would have 
hoped, certainly I would have hoped that 


we would have concentrated on the ap- 
propriate curricula, and on the study of 
appropriate relationships with other ed- 
ucational institutions in the world. In- 
Stead we have spent a lot of time on the 
bureaucratic restructuring of the organisa- 
tion (the UWI) and on trying to protect 
our position within the restructured 
institution. 

We have done very little by way of the 
restructuring of curricula and restructur- 
ing of relationships between the Univer- 
sity and its various faculties and depart- 
ments and the tertiary level institutions 
which we want to establish in our coun- 
tries; and relationships between our ter- 
tiary level institutions and those in the 
larger Caribbean countries, larger 
CARICOM countries. Those kinds of 
things, I think, if life had been ordered 
and not periodically disturbed by events 
like the Grenada event or even the neces- 
Sity just to protect and create a position 
in the context of the discussions about 
restructuring, those kinds of things we 
would have wished to pursue with greater 
strength. 

We have to have an important set of 
discussions on problems arising from the 
agreements at the Nassau meeting in the 
realm of trade and payments. We would 
have hoped—our Secretariat, I speak now 
of our Secretariat—to have been further 
advanced in preparing the technical 
basis for putting the OECS countries in 
a position to implement some of the deci- 
sions and ensuring that the decisions were 
absorbed into our countries with minimal 
difficulty. That is something again and I 
think we would have hoped to be paying 
a lot of attention to. 


C.C: Now there is a view that the establish. 


ment and the function of the OECS is a 
symptom of the tendency towards disin- 
tegration and fragmentation in the Carib- 
bean. Do you agree with this view? 


DR. LEWIS: Obviously I do not. To be 


frank there have been people who have 
come to us and asked what we think the 
establishment of the OECS will do to 
the CARICOM movement as a whole. I 
think that the stronger we in the OECS 
are the more coherent will be our poli- 
Cies, our technical secretariats will be able 
to provide more technical support for 
proper decision-making by the govern- 
ments in the realm of regional matters, 
and the more strengthened will the 
CARICOM system as a whole be. I 
remember some years, probably ten, 
twelve years ago, the late Prime Minister 
of Trinidad, Eric Williams suggesting in 
one of his articles that a prerequisite for 

















CSO: 


larger integration, for the larger political 
integration he was talking about, was as 
he put it, the unification of the Windward 
and Leeward islands. 


We are not unified, but I think basic- 
ally his judgement was correct, that to 
the extent that we can enhance our Co- 
operation and strengthen our decision- 
making at this level, to that extent we 
facilitate the decision-making at the 
CARICOM level, even though we have 


a right and a mandate, as it were, to en- 


sure the protection and advancement of 
our OECS interests within the wider 
integration process. But this was always 
implicit in the OECS arrangements where 
the disadvantaged countries were pro- 
vided with special arrangements and 
special measures to ensure that they 
were not left behind, and that is really 
what we are involved in. 


C.C.: Now at this point Dr. Lewis could you 
tell us just a little about the future, the 
immediate and_ long-term plans the 
OECS has for its development. 

DR. LEWIS: Well, as I was suggesting just 
now, first of all_we are operating in a 
context of tremendous economic diffi- 
culty. The governments do not have at 
their disposal the kinds of resources that 


they need to push economic’ develop-' 


ment, to push the development of the 


infrastructure, which is necessary if our: 
countries are to take part in the expan- 


sion of trade when it does arise of re- 
arise. Added to. that is the difficulty: in 
the CARICOM region as a whole relating 
to trade. O- 
I think one of our priorities will be, 
as I was suggesting, to put ourselves in a 
position to implemeni the decisions we 
have agreed to at the Nassau Heads of 
Government meeting, to ensure that the 
commitments ‘we have made we are able 


‘to undertake,.to ensure that there is no 


~ Syne for pejorative labels, if you 

like, to be attached to us. But I think it 

‘ is a difficult undertaking ‘because it in- 

- volves not enly a certain amount of tech- 
nical work to be done, but it involves also 
governments having to relate intemally to 
the various interest groups who are’ in- 
volved in trade in the CARICOM region 
and to persuade those groups that the 
decisions taken are for the welfare of 
the region as a whole. So I think that 
will be an important aspect of our activi- 
ties. 

We are pushing along with questions 
relating to the Law of the Sea and fish- 
eries in order to put ourselves in a posi- 
tion to be able to take the opportuni- 
ties that arise in relation to the use of 
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the Caribbean Sea in particular. We are 
looking closely at the training needs of 
the public services in our area becau.. - 
are aware that human resources make the 
difference very often in the capacity to 
utilise and take advantage of opportuni- 
ties arising in different ways. Ihose are 
the kinds of orientations I expect we will 
put our emphasis on along with tertiary 
education in the course of the next year. 


C.C.: And finally, Dr. Lewis, you have been 


involved in the Caribbean integration 
movement from its inception. Would 
you just reflect on its ‘progress and tell 
us what you believe are the prospects of 
the movement. 


DR. LEWIS: Well, one always knew when 


one was involved—at the academic level— 
one always knew that the integration 
process was not an easy process. I sup- 
pose working in an organisation like this 
makes one doubly aware of the problem- 
atic nature of a sustained integration pro- 
cess. It involves the co-operation of so 
many sectors and sub-sectors, so many 
different groups and interests in the re- 
gion as a whole. Jt is tremendously in- 
fluenced by the international arena, what 
is going on in the international arena, 
much more than we think. I thigk per- 
haps one is even more aware of those 
factors than previously. 


It seems to me, it has always seemed 
to me, first from an academic and now 
from the practical perspective, that how- 
ever much our countries in CARICOM, 
regardless of size, have tried from time to 
time to evade or escape the regional 
movement, however much they try to 
do that, circumstances seem to bring 
them back into the system; this sug- 
gests to me that there is a logic in the 
regicnal movement that we are involved 
in and that gives me ground for optimism. 


_ But I gainsay that it would be a foolish 
person who would deny the fact that 
there is a tremendous degree of pessimism 
around. The problems are very difficult, 
because the problems are not now, in a 
sense, completely of the making of the 
governments themselves. We do not al- 
‘ways Clearly understand, I think, the tre- 
mendous effect that the recession has had 
on the operation of the trading systems, 
the way in which it has constrained our 
various countries and sometimes induced 
them ‘o seek alternatives which divert 
from t).c integration movement. So there 
is a degree of pessimism that arises from 
that, but I think it is possible to see that 
with the small resources, and I mean hu- 
man resources, our countries in 
CARICOM have that only the collective 
use of these resources can sustain the in- 
Sqne of our countries in the wider 
world. 
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CARIBBEAN WOMEN 'HARASSED' BY POLICE AT ANTIGUA MEETING 


Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Nov 84 p 2 


[Article by Kathleen Drayton] 


[Text ] 


I COULDN’T believe it! The ex- 
perience was unique. Because | 
would wish it to remain so I want 
to share it with Caribbean people. 


From October 18-20 women 
from many Caribbean territories, 
as well as observers from London, 
the USA and Canada met in An- 
tigua for a “First Caribbean Wo- 
men’s Encounter”. The Encounter 
was co-ordinated by the Rev. Nissa 
Santana of Puerto Rico and Mrs. 
Arah Hector of Antigua under the 
sponsorship of the Antigua. Wo- 
men’s Movement. Most of the fund- 
ing for the meeting came from the 
Agricultural Mission of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, New 
York. The Encounter was dedicated 
to the memory of Maurice Bishop, 
Jackie Creft and the other October 
martyrs. 


Our business was the examina- 
tion of the status of women in 
Caribbean society. Our delibera- 
tions naturally took us into some 
analyses of Caribbean society itself. 
But none of this is unique. It has 
been on the agenda of several meet- 
ings of Caribbean people during 
the decade beginning in 1975. 
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What was new was the deliberate 
and sinister attempt by the Antigua 
police to harass and to intimidate 
delegates. There is no other reason- 
able explanation for the police 
vehicles parked outside the place 
where we met for two days; nor for 
the continuous presence of the 
large numbers of policemen ‘invad- 


ing’ the meeting. Not only were 


the entire proceedings tape- 
recorded but we were photo- 
graphed several times each day 
from a variety of angles by a man 
in plain clothes, identified as an 
officer of the Antigua CID. 

Our business was neither secret 
nor illegal, and we were not intimi- 
dated. We felt that the harrass- 
ment represented an insult to our 
various governments and organisa- 
tions. Insulting behaviour is de- 
plorable in anyone but insult is not 
the chief burden of this song. The 
real issue is oppression. To use the 
police force to attempt to sup- 
press free and the free as- 
sembly of people engaged in lawful 
pursuits is to employ men and wo- 
men, who should be engaged in en- 
forcing law and order and in 
defending citizens’ rights, as an 


11 


apparatus of oppression. 

Many strange stories have come 
out of Antigua in recent years. 
Many of us may have rejected those 
tales and directed them to the 
realm of rumour or hearsay but the 
events above really happened. If the 
repressive apparatus of the small 
state of Antigua could be unleashed 
on 30 peaceful and responsibie 
women who had no quarrel with 
the government of Antigua, what 
must happen to those who raise 
their voices to criticise or oppose 
policies of government? 


If we Caribbean people do not 
speak out about the apparatus of 
Oppression wherever we see it what 
will become of our beautiful coun- 
tries and what will become of us? 
Isaiah (5:8) wrote of “He who was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth, he 
is brought as a lamb to the slaugh- 
ter, and as a sheep before his 
shearer is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth. . . . He was cut off 
out of the land of the living”. 
Caribbean women are not sheep: 
we must and we wil! speak out 
about injustice and afflictions. 
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CARICOM EXPORTS TO UNITED KINGDOM UP, IMPORTS DOWN 
FLO71534 Bridgetown CANA in Enzlish 1823 GMT 6 Nov 54 
[by Irvine Keid] 


[Text] Bridgetown, 6 Nov (CANA)--The value of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 
exports to the United Kingdom rose by 92.3 million pounds sterling while that 
of imports declined by 3€.6 million durin; the first eight months of this year 
ayainst January-August sales and purchases, accordins to figures released here 
by the British lligh Commission. 


For the period January to August 1984 exports to the ™K stood at 279.5 million 
sterling against 187.2 million for the same period last year, The value of 
CARICOM imperts from the UK dropped from 259.7 million sterling last year to 
221.1 million this year. The community’s principal exports to Britain are 


su;,ar, bananas, cocoa, nutmeg. and molasses. 


The value of barbados exports to the UK during the first eight months of this 
year rose by 10.2 million sterliny, from 7.3 million to 17.5 million, The bulk 
of Barbados' exports to the UK was sugar and molasses. The cost of imports 
from the UK declined by .6 million sterling, from 20.4 million to 19.6 million 
this year. 


The value of exports from the Bahamas dropped by ©.% million pounds sterlins,. 
from 2U.5 million to 11.6 million this year. However, bahamas imports from 
Britain cost an additional 43.5 million pounds, the value movin; from 5 million 
last year to 51.6 million pounds in 1984. 


The value of Guyana’s reports to Britain durin; the period January to August 
this year was put at 37 million pounds against 12.9 million pounds for the same 
period Jast year while imports were up by 1] million pounds, from ",3 million 
pounds in 1953 to 10.3 million pounds this year. 


Jamaica's trade with the UE durin: the first eisht months of this year rose by 
O.,1 million pounds, moviny from %& million pounds in 1983 to 68.5 million 
pounds this year while imports dropped from 9f.5 million pounds in 1993 to 71] 


million pounds for the first ei;,ht months of this year, a 76.5 willion pound 
decline, 











Qil cich Trinidad and Tobazo's exports during the first cight months of this 
year were valued at 97.4 million pounds, against 43.4 million during the same 
peciod last year. an increase of 54 million pounds. The value of imports fell 
irom 93.1 million pounds in 1983 to 66.5 million--a drop of 24.6 million 
pounds. 


Antijua and Barbuda Dominica, Grenada, Montserrat. St Kitts and Kevis. St 
Lucia, St Vincent and the Crenadines and Belize--all members of CARICOM 


ya ay A } So 
traded with Britain during the first eixyht months of this year. 
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CARIBBEAN BANK BACKS LIAT IN PLANE DISPUTE WITH EEC 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Nov 84 p 16 


[Text ] 


‘THE Caribbean Devel 


aircraft to be 
The EEC has 


| : ment Bank (CDB) has issued a | 
Caribbean air carrier, LIAT, in its controversy with the European 
ht with $48 million in EEC loans. 

insisting that LIAT buy untested French-Italian aircraft which it said would be 


BRIDGETOWN, Sun., (AP): 
y statement here backing the East 


mic Community over 


choice of 


economical advantageous. But the airline has opted for the modern version of British 748s it has been using 


over the years. 

The CDB, 
the British-made 
relevant factors. 

The bank emphasised 
that had LIAT selected 
the French aircraft, it 
would have had to with- 
hold endorsement be- 
cause such selection 
would have been in con- 
travention of an essen- 
tial condition of the 
financing agreement 
and financing contract 
between the CDB and 
the EEC. 

The condition was 
not spelled out. Follow- 
ing is the statement: 

“The management of 
the CDB reiterates its 
endorsement of LIAT’s 
selection of the British- 
manufactured BAE 
Super 748 aircraft for 
purchase with funds 
oes through the 

DB by the EEC and 
through LIAT’s share- 
holder governments by 
the European Invest- 
ment Bank. 


CLEAR 


“‘CDB wishes to make 
it absolutely clear that 
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the endorsement of 
LIAT’s selection was 
based on a professional 
assessment by CDB 
staff of all relevant fac- 
tors including applica- 
ble provisions 0 
LOME Two Convention 
and financing contract 
between the EEC and 
CDB under which EEC 
financing for the ac- 
quisition of new air- 
craft by LIAT is bein 
provided in the form o 
a concessionary loan to 
the CDB for on-lending 
to LIAT. 

““CDB is deeply con- 
scious of its responsibil- 
ity as a reputable in- 
ternational institution 
to honour both the 
spirit and the letter of 
agreements to which it 
is a signatory and their 
attendant procure- 
ment requirements. 

“CDB is convinced 
that selection of the 
French-Italian ATR-42 
aircraft would not be 
fully consistent with 
the provisions of the 
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tinenciag, contract 
with the EEC. 

“Quite apart from 
the overriding con- 


‘siderations of contrac- 


tural obligations and 
suitablity of the BAE 
Super 748 aircraft for 
LIAT, there are finan- 
cial concessions bein 
offered by BAE an 
Aerospatiale which are 
not part of the agree- 
ment with the EEC 
but in which the BAEs 
offer on the basis of an 
in-depth evaluation by 
CDB-LIAT is superior 
to that from Aeros- 
patiale. 

“At all times, CDB- 
LIAT explained in great 
detail to all parties 
concerned the reasons 
of the financing con- 
tract which rendered 
such choice entirely 
valid. 

‘Some of the reasons 
given were the im- 
mediate availability of 
the 748s, which would 
solve LIAT’s urgent 
need to replace the 


which the funds will be channelled, reiterated its endorsement of LIAT’s selection of 
AE 748 aircraft which it said was based on a professional assessment by its staff of all 


aged Avros which are 
estimated to cost 
LIAT $12 million in 
direct a costs 
over the fiscal two-year 
period 1984-86. 

‘Early acquisition of 
the BAEs would lead to 
a significant reduction 
in maintenance costs, 
reduced fuel consump- 
tion and to the im- 
mediate improvement 
of LIAT’s financial per- 
formance. 

‘The BAE 748s is the 
most suited aircraft 
over the whole LIAT 


network, having no pay- 
load restrictions even 
with the tailwind con- 
ditions of 20 knots ex- 
isting out of St. Vin- 
cent and St. Thomas. 


The BAE 748 is & 
proven aircraft, the 


selection of which 
would cost the 
minimum disruption of 
LIAT’s operations 
technically and ad- 
ministratively. 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CHILE, BRAZIL, PERU PROMOTE TRADE BY LOWERING TARIFFS 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 11 Nov 84 pp C-l, C-4 
[Article: "Chile Obtains Tariff Reductions From Brazil and Peru" | 


[Text] Chile has obtained tariff concessions from Brazil covering 34 new 
products exported to that country, while securing similar concessions from 
Peru on another 25 products. 


This information was reported by Bilateral Economic Relations Director Haroldo 
Venegas, upon announcing official ratification of the Protocols Modifying 

the Partial Scope Accords negotiated by the three above-mentioned countries, 
under the aegis of ALADI [Latin American Integration Association]. 


The agreements had come up during the seventh series of special sessions of 
ALADI's Conference on Evaluation and Convergence, held in Montevideo last 
September. 


Venegas said that the Brazilian tariff concessions cover Chilean exports to 
that country of concentrated remnants, copper foil and sheets and copper 
pipe fittings, among other products. 


Total shipments of those products to Brazil amounted to $36,932,000 during 
1983 and $6,826,000 from January to May of this year. 


The official further noted that Brazil granted tariff concessions on the 
above-mentioned products equal. to 30 percent compared to tariffs in effect 
for other countries. Exception is made for countries that presently have 
no tariff. In these cases, Chile is given 100 percent tariff preference. 


Chile will receive a 40 percent tariff preference on copper sheets, foil and 
pipe fittings. 


Under the terms of the negotiations, said Venegas, Chile will grant Brazil 
tariff concessions on 23 new products it exports to our country. Among 
them are bulk and powdered cacao, dry cell batteries, seamless steel pipes 
and polyethylene for general use. 
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Chile purchased $5,067,000 worth of those products from Brazil in 1983 and 
$2,836,000 worth between January and May of this year. 


Chile has granted a 30 percent preference on those products, explained 
Venegas, in addition to increasing the margin on monosodium glutamate, 
fungicides and herbicides to 75 percent. 


The official also pointed out that a minimum price was obtained for Chilean 
wine exports of $10.80 per 12-bottle case CIF beginning 1 January 1985. 


Chile also won a reduction of 3 percent to 1 percent on the port improvement 
fee for copper consignments, he said. Peru pays 1 percent for these fees. 
He indicated that during the last 3 years, national exports of these 
products to Brazil were worth $183,793,000, $230,590,000 and $57,337,000 
respectively. 


Negotiations With Peru 


Venegas reported that Peru has granted tariff concessions to our country 
on 25 new products, principally fresh apples, peaches, nectarines and 
aluminum containers for aerosol products. 


Chilean exports of those 25 products to Peru totaled $3,442,000 in 1982; 
$3,321,000 in 1983 and $1,523,000 between January and May of this year. 


For its part, Chile granted Peru tariff concessions on 17 new products 
that its exports to our country. Among them are nonknit synthetic fabrics, 
diapers, sanitary napkins and typewriter and calculator ribbons. Chilean 
imports of those products from Peru amounted to $157,000 in 1982; $1,000 
in 1983 and $21,000 from January to May of this year. 


The director of Bilateral Economic Relations explained that only certain 
ALADI member countries participate in the organization's partial scope 
agreements. He noted in particular the participation of various national 
producing sectors in the negotiations. 


So far, Chile has signed partial scope agreements with Argentina, Brazil, 
Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela, he said. 
All of these entail the granting of reciprocal tariff concessions. 


Lastly, although these agreements cover a certain period of time, they 

are subject to periodic joint revisions in order to study any adjustments 
that may be needed--that is, to include or exclude new products or establish 
new margins of preference and other things. 
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BARBADOS RESPONDS TO ACCUSATION BY TRINIDAD-TOBAGO 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in Engiish 5 Nov 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


Barbados has described as 
‘“‘utter nonsense’ suggestions 
by Trinidad and Tobago 
manufacturers that she is 
breaking the spirit of a recent 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) agreement, by 
allowing such imports as 
garments, chocolates, snacks, 
cosmetics and men’s shoes 
from outside of the region. 

The Government statement 
here was in response to one by 
the Trinidad and Tobago 
Manufacturers Association 
(TTMA) which appeared in the 
Guardian newspaper there last 
October 28. 

In the article the TTMA 
sought to make out a case that 
Barbados was breaching a 
CARICOM Heads of Govern- 
ment agreement reached in the 
Bahamas last July for reviving 
sagging intra regional trade. 

Fellawing is the text of the 
statement issued by the Bar- 
bados Ministry of Trade. 


“There seems to be a 
movement in Trinidad to renege 
on the Nassau agreement. This 
would be most unfortunate as 
Trinidad never raised any 
objections at the Heads of 
Government conference to the 
final decisions that were taken. 

“There also seems to be some 
misunderstanding by _ the 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Manufacturers Association 
(TTMA) as the figures quoted 
show that trade between 
Barbados and Trinidad in the 
non-oil sector has declined in 
the first seven months of this 
year as opposed to the first 
seven months of last year. 
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“Furthermore, the figures 
that the Guardian itself has 
published support tnis, and one 
cannot therefore understand, 
how in the face of those figures 
the TTMA can make the 
statement that Trinidad’s trade 
Situation with Barbados is 
deteriorating. 

“The TTMA once again 
ignores the question of oil in 
trade between Barbados and 
Trinidad. One is left to wonder 
whether the TTMA is aware of 
what is going on in the in- 
ternational oil market. 

“Barbados can be supplied 
with oil, particularly reformate, 
from other countries. Indeed it 
was at the expressed request of 
the vil interest in Trinidad that 
Barbados, switched its pur- 
chase of reformate from 
Venezuela, where it would have 
received the full oil facility in 
existence, to Trinidad and 
Tobago in 1379, where it does 
not receive any special oil 
facility. 

“Since 1979 the market for 
reformate has been 
deteriorating so that the TTMA 
should understand that 
Trinidad and Tobago is getting 
something out of the fact that 
the Barbados Government is 
honouring the 1979 bilateral 
agreement in respect of oil 
purchases. 

‘In any event it is nonsense to 
segregate any particular aspect 
of trade in dealing with the 
relationships between two 
countries. 

‘‘What is more astounding, is 
the statement that Barbados is 
breaking the Nassau agreement 











CSO: 


because it allows the imports of 
garments, chocolates, candies, 
snack foods, cosmetics and 
men’s shves. 


“The Nassau agreement did 
not deal with the question of 
garments and a common 
protective regime. All industry 
officials recognised that a 
common protective regime was 
the best method of dealing with 
garments, but that they wanted 
more time to study the effect of 
the garment report which they 
had only recently received. 

“‘Some of the other items are 
covered by the 15 per cent 
surcharge on duty which 
Barbados has implemented. At 
no time did the heads agree in 
Nassau or otherwise, that in 
addition to duty they would 
follow the Trinidad list and 
licensing procedures. 

‘‘In short the TTMA wants to 
force down the throats of other 
Caribbean countries the par- 
ticular method of protection 
which was in existence in 
Trinidad at the Nassau 
agreement in respect of these 
items. 

‘“‘Not even their ministers at 
Nassau advanced that point of 
view. 

“Already meetings have been 
held with the local manufac- 
turing sector and the Govern 
ment of Barbados will be in a 
position to present the Barbados 
Government’s views on what 
should be the regime for gar- 
ments at the next meeting of the 
Council of Ministers. 

“A similar approach will be 
taken to those other items, 
therefore any suggestion that 
Barbados is breaking the spirit 
of the Nassau agreement is 
utter nonsense. 


“The TTMA should devise 
means to sell their products. 
They should take the advice of 
the many observers at the 
Nassau conference who 
suggested that the Caribbean 
manufacturers must 
aggressively sell their goods to 
Caribbean consumers within 
the context of the protection 
provided by the Common 
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External Tariff, and the other 
regimes worked out from time 
to time, with a view of having a 
common protective policy. 

“‘On the question of the stamp 
duty, it must be noted that 
many other countries have 
much a. rates of stamp 
duty, and that it was the un- 
derstanding that the rebate of 
stamp duty would not apply to 
exports to CARICOM unless 
those countries have stamp 
duty equal to or of a higher rate. 

“In this case, if a rebate is 
granted, the manufacturer in 
the importing CARICOM 
country would not be at a 
disadvantage, because the 
imports would pay the same 
rate of stamp duty as the 
manufacturers in the importing 
country would have to pay in 
stamp duty on the raw 
materials. 

“If, however, there is no 
stamp duty in the CARICOM 
country then no rebate would be 
granted and it would be open to 
the Trinidad and Tobago 
government to put on a stamp 
duty on imports from the 
CARICOM country which has a 
stamp duty on imports from 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

“In short, the stamp duty 
should be treated for CARICOM 

trade in the sarve manner as 
the Excise Taxes on rum is 
treated. 

“There is obviously scope for 
discussion in these areas and as 
usual, Barbados would welcome 
any discussion at a government 
or at any other level. Barbados 
is more than willing to talk and 
whenever they are ready we 
will place ourselves at their 
disposal. 

“With respect to the dif- 
ference in wage rates it must be 
said that the problems of wage 
rates in Trinidad and Tobago is 
a matter for the trade unions 
and the employers in Trinidad 
and Tobago to deal with, as it is 
an internal matter, and 
everyone in the world is trying 
to adjust their internal cost 
structures so as to be com- 
petitive.” 














INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN LABOR LEADER ASSAILS MILITARY SPENDING 


Archer Criticism 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 13 Nov 84 p 1 


{Text ] 


Caribbean Governments have 
been criticised for spending ‘‘large 
sums of very scarce resources’”’ on 
their armies. 

President of the Caribbean 
Congress of Labour, Mr. Leonard 
Archer, said the question to be 
asked was from whom ought we to 
defend ourselves. 

He said the best defence lay in 
strengthening the democratic 
rights and freedoms of our people. 

Addressing a seminar sponsored by 
the CCL and the Internationai Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions at the 
Barbados Workers’ Union Labour 
College yesterday, Mr. Archer also 
comet “If we cannot defend ourselves 
from outside forces for what purpose 
will these armies be used? 

“Could it be that Governments are 
trying to protect themselves frum their 
people as economic conditions wor- 
sen?’’ he asked. 

‘‘We should ask whether or not it is in 
our interest for money which we do not 
have to be spent on the engines of war, 


and whether or not that money should 
not better be used in strengthening our 
economies and the democratic rights 
and freedoms of our people.’ 

He told the trade union research 
officers, for whom the seminar is being 
held, that that they must provide the 
answers to these questions for their 
leaders at the national and regional 
level. 

Mr. Archer also look at the effect loan 
conditions laid down by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund has had on 
small island economies. 

He said the IMF loans had brought 
about massive lay-offs in the public 
sector. 

‘“‘We must never forget that statistics 
are not just figures... unemployment 
Statistics refer to real people, real 
suffering and we must try to quantify 
the full effects of these policies on our 
region,” he said. 

Mr. Archer felt trade unionists must 
be in a position to propose solutions to 
their governments so that more 
‘‘people policies’’ could be a part of the 
IMF conditions. 


Paper's Cautionary Note 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 15 Nov 84 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


WITH the best will in the world no Caribbean 
state can defend itself against external aggres- 
sion armed only with high democratic ideals. 
The Caribbean Congress of Labour must 
know that democracy itself is a prime target 
for both ideological and military assault. The 
CCL must also know that the mere existence of 
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domestic armies is a deterrent — however 
minimal — to foreign adventurism. More 
especially, the CCL must be aware that 
regimes hostile to the very principles upheld 
by free labour organisations, are themselves 
armed to the teeth. 

How then can any reasonable voice be 
heard virtually appealing to democratic Carib- 
bean states to render themselves defenceless? 

Tree, there are levels beyond which 
militarisation would seem unreasonable vis-a- 
vis national economies and the plight of coun- 
tries unable to sustain their populations at 
standards of living demanded by the majority. 
Nobedy quarrels with suggestions for restraint 
where defence spending might create undue 
domestic deprivation. ' 

The quarrel! instead is with proposals — 
incessantly trumpeted — that regional 
democracies should initiate unilateral disar- 
mament and trust to luck that today's height- 
ened international greeds will somehow puss 
them by. 

In reality no country, rich or poor, is total- 
ly defensible. Neither is any home. But that is 
no reason for offering unchallenged access to 
marauders, mercenaries and other oppor- 
tunists. 

At the same time we speak only for true 
demecracies when we say that these armies 
will net be turned against their peaceful 
domestic populations. They exist simply to pro 
tect the same principles which the CCL holds 
dear. 

The CCL itself is at severe risk without a 
well protected democracy. 
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Asked about his optimism as to the process again beginning to move immediately, 
Barreiro responded that we will not necessarily have to wait until the economic 
crises of each of the member countries are resolved. 


Neither will we have to wait another 15 years because we already have 
experience. 


The decisions made will have to be based on that experience so as not to re- 
peat the same mistakes. 


The chairman of the CCEA felt that the process can begin to move again 90 days 
after the governments adopt the decisions of the Cartagena Pact Commission-- 
that is, their own plenipotentiary delegates. 


As is known, the businessmen have representation in the top integration organ 
through the CCEA. They have a voice but not a vote just as the workers do 
through the Labor Advisory Council. 


Barreiro revealed that the proposal of the businessmen in the document called 
"Andean Business Alternative" is based on bilateral agreements by countries 
and by sectors and on compensated trade with a reasonable margin of protection. 


Barreiro felt that recovery of the integration process is much easier 
bilaterally. 


In answer to another question, Garland said that, apart from some comparative 
advantages of the countries in certain productions, costs are not a problem 
because they are similar. The labor costs of Peru through the industrial com- 
munity and labor stability have some influence. 


Barreiro also spoke about similar costs, adding that there could be some dif- 
ficulties in marketing and in the use of trademarks, patents, etc. 


The CCEA will participate in the meetings of the Cartagena Pact Commission 
Starting today. The businessmen's document and the Amendment Protocol for the 
pact drawn up by the council or technical organ will be discussed. 


The CCEA met yesterday in a work session in the Exporters Association to de- 
fine a strategy for presentation to the government delegates, all of them min- 
isters of state. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CENTRAL AMERICAN PRELATES SPEAK ON INTERVENTION, INJUSTICES 


PA302221 San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 29 Nov 84 p 3 
[Report by Maria Orbelina Lopez] 


[Text] Tegucigalpa--The archbishop of Managua, the president of the Salvador- 
an Episcopal Conference, and the auxiliary bishop of Tegucigalpa yesterday 
urged the Central American people to recover their own identity and to oppose 
the constant threat from intenrational terrorism. Bishops Miguel Obando y 
Bravo, archbishop of Nicaragua; Marcos Rene Revelo, of El Salvador; and Oscar 
Andres Rodriguez, of Honduras, expressed their views on the convulsion pre- 
vailing in certain Central American countries. 


The prelates are participating in the 20th SEDAC [Episcopal Council of Cen- 
tral America and Panama] meeting, where the crisis prevailing in the region 
has been thoroughly analyzed. 


Msgr Oscar Rodriguez insisted that the Central American man is responsible 
for his own destiny and should not wait for magic solutions from abroad. 


Each nation must be responsible for its own solutions, because the problem 
becomes complicated when there is a foreign intervention and the country is 
always used as a laboratory, he added. 


It is necessary to counter the marked institutionalized injustice that pro- 
vokes internal violence, which is exploited by foreign sectors to create a 
crisis that only leads to bloodshed and loss of life, said Managua Arch- 
bishop Msgr Miguel Obando y Bravo. 


Within this context, the religious leader recalled when he blessed a house in 
Managua. He met with Anastasio Somoza, president of Nicaragua at that time, 
and used that opportunity to warn Somoza that violence would soon be un- 
leashed because the situation of poverty was quite evident. Somoza replied: 
I can handle with with my security forces. 


A similar statement was issued by the Salvadoran bishop when he compared the 
political situation in his country with the one in Nicaragua. He explained 
that the powerful (?classes) in El Salvador are responsible for the oppres- 
sion against the people. 
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We must also bear in mind the public and private corruption that prevails 
in Honduras, which resembles a house made of wood in the middle of a forest 
fire. The sparks are falling and we have not tried to analyze the problem 
of the fire which is drawing near, said Msgr Rodriguez. 


There are many Catholic men in Latin America, but they lack deep personal 
conviction, and their Catholicism remains on the sidelines without reaching 
deep inside each person. 


We believe that this is a highly important topic, because the conflicts 
which prevail in neighboring countries should not be allowed to come to Hon- 
duras. 


Referrring again to the Nicaraguan situation Msgr Obando y Bravo said that 
he does not know what criteria are used as a basis for charging that there 
will be a U.S. invasion of his country, 


He also talked about the Catholicism which prevails among the Nicaraguan 
people, which the Sandinista have not eradicated, despite the tanks that 
have been deployed on the streets in Managua. 


The Nicaraguan Catholic Church is currently preparing to celebrate the day of 
the Immaculate Conception despite the censorship which exists for the church, 
which is forbidden to broadcast mass through any media. 


Nicaragua has fallen prey to totalitarianism, which precludes any dialogue 
with the forces that are currently fighting to take over. 


There is a de facto ideological invasion, the archbishop reasserted. 


Likewise, he discussed the need to advocate a dialogue like the one in El 
Salvador, where the church is playing an outstanding role as mediator; this 
has represented over 2 years of work and led to the first and now the second 
meeting, which is scheduled for tomorrow. 


Obando y Bravo recalled his 1r.-ie as mediator on two occasions during the 
Somoza regime. The first occasion was in 1974, when a guerrilla commando unit 
attacked Dr Jose Maria Catillo's house. The second occasion was in 1978, 
during the attack on the National Palace, where deputies and senators were 
trapped and held hostage. Afterward, the commando groups were transferred 

to Panama and Cuba, respectively. 


Currently the Sandinist regime offers no conditions to allow a dialogue 
between the parties which should defend the Nicaraguan people's peace and 
tranquility. You cannot act as a mediator if you are not accepted, he said. 


During his final statement, the archbishop of Managua deplored the measures 
affecting the church adopted by the government in his country; for example, 











the expulsion of 17 priests, the denial of visas to nuns and members of 
religious organizations who wish to come to the country to preach the gospel 
and the ban on the broadcasting of homilies and sermons through radio or 
television, as well as sermons that are to be published through the press, 
because they would have to be approved by the censor 24 hours in advance. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRITISH OFFICIAL OUTLINES STAND ON CARIBBEAN SECURITY 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 15 Nov 84 p 3 


[Text ] , THE British Government yesierday gave its tacit sup- 
‘port to the proposed regional security pact, through 
visiting Minister of State in the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, Lady Young. 

During a Press conference at the British High 
Commission in Bridgetown Lady Young, outlined her 
Government's position on the security of small states 

and how Britain felt about the matter. 


She recalled that following the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government conference in India last year, a special committee was 
set up to examine the security question and Britain, was con- 
tributing to this. Some suggestions had also be forwarded to the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of Commons. 

Lady Young said: ‘“‘We have made various suggestions, but, of 
course, it is a matter for the independent countries of the Com- 
monwealth to make their own recommendations on how they see the 
way forward. 

“We see from the British Government's point of view, that 
prevention is better than cure, and, therefore, we need to look at 
small countries and they need too to look at what they are doing.” 

She continued: “‘It is for the independent countries to decide 
what they should do, but coming together in regional groupings is the 
kind of way countries fee] they can best meet their defence needs. 

“For example, Britain finds herself in a series of security 
arrangements, such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
(NATO), which we need for our own security.” 

Lady Young pointed out that the British Government will be pro- 
viding 1.2 million pounds sterling for the construction and equipping 
of coast guard bases in Antigua, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts, St. 
Lucia and St. Vincent. 

“This is one way in which Britain can make a contribution and 
which I understand is what the countries in the region would like,"’ 
the British minister added. 
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CARIBBEAN MARITIME TALKS-~Tn Vort of-Spain, Trinidad. member states of the 
Caribbean Community are holding talks on establishing clear maritime boundar-- 
ies in the region. A CAKICOM official says there is urgent need to spell out 
waritime boundaries especially iv the castern Caribbean. Several CA®1COM 
members--Larbados, St Lucia, Guyana, Dominica, St Vieent, Grenada, and Trini-- 
dad and Tobago--share cowmon sea boundaries, [Text] [Gonaire TransWorld 
Radio in Enzlish 1130 GMT 7 Nov 8&4 FL] 
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PLP-FNM FEUDING CONTINUES IN EXCHANGE OF CHARGES 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


FNM Complaint to ZNS 


THE Opposition FNM today 
,wrote to Calsey Johnson, gen- 
eral manager of TV-13, re- 
questing equal time to respond 
to Prime Minister Lynden 
Pindling’s Convention address. 
“*Dear Sir,’’ the letter reads: 

‘On Sunday, November 4, 
the Prime Minister’s address to 
the PLP’s recent Convention 
was fully aired on TV 13. 
Subsequent to this, there were 
several commercial spots both 


on TV and radio advertising 
this address. As this was a 
purely political broadcast, the 
FNM _ hereby requests equal 
time to respond on TV 13.” 
The leiter was signed by Charles 
W Virgil, first vice-chairman of 
the FNM. 

The Prime Minister’s Con- 
vention address was carried live 
over TV-13 October 26. Sun- 
day’s broadcast was a repeat 
performance. 


FNM Broadcasting Plans 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Nov 84 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


BAHAMAS 


[Text } 


BLUE Hills MP Arthur 
Foulkes, the Opposition Shad- 
ow Foreign Minister, declared 
Friday night that the Free 
National Movement will 
broadcast to the Bahamian 
people by television satellite 
because the Government refuses 
to give them a voice on ZNS 
Radio and TV-13. 

Responding to a speech sev- 
eral days ago by lawyer Mrs 
Allyson (Maynard) Gibson ad- 
vising the opposition about 
rules and fairplay, Mr Foulkes 
told a ‘‘Save The Nation”’ rally 
at the R M Bailey Senior High 


School sports field that he did 
not hear Mrs Gibson say a word 
about ZNS. 

*““ZNS is like the Kremlin (the 
seat of the Soviet Govern- 
ment),”’ Mr Foulkes told 
hundreds of supporters. ‘‘ZNS 
belongs to the people but it is 
used as Pindling’s private pro- 
paganda machine.”’ 

‘‘And I don’t hear Mrs 
Gibson (daughter of Foreign 
and Tourism Minister Clement 
Maynard) talking about how 
unfair ZNS is to the opposition. 
They don’t even mention that,”’ 
he said. 

**And then L O P does all his 
nonsense, like you reminded me 
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just now, like throwing the 
Mace (symbol of the Speaker’s 
authority) out of the window,”’ 
he said. 

‘You see, we say this: we 
have told them that we were 
getting tired but they didn’t 
believe us, but now we are tired 
and if the rules don’t work for 
everybody, they will work for 
nobody. It’s as simple as that,”’ 
he said. 

**] refuse to stand still and be 
hammered over my head by 
dictators who are breaking the 
law every day and they will get 
vex when I merely bang on the 
table,’’ Mr Foulkes said. ‘‘If we 
were somewhere else, we would 








be banging on their heads.”’ 

“We've complained...we’ve 
been complaining about ZNS 
and this is really striking at the 
heart of democracy when you 
censor the Press and their 
control over ZNS amounts to 
nothing less than Press 
censorship,”” he said. 

‘‘And wé are going to take it 
to the world since they won’t do 
anything about it here and listen 
to our complaints,’ he said. 
‘*And when we do so, we don’t 
want to hear no talk about they 
are going Outside the country.”’ 

‘“‘We have been talking to 
them,”’ he said. ‘‘They are 
supposed to be our brothers and 
our sisters and we have begged 
and we have pleaded to them. 
We've said: give us a fair 
chance on ZNS.”’ 

He said that Bahamians live 
next to a democracy, the United 
States of America, which is 
having an election on November 
6. 

“And every single night you 
can see Mr (Ronald) Reagan 
(US President) say this is so and 
in the same broadcast Mr 
(Walter) Mondale (Democratic 
presidential challenger) say that 
is so,’’ Mr _ Foulkes said. 
*“‘That’s democracy.”’ 

“*So these dictators talk to us 
about breaking rules and they 
break all the fundamental rules 
of democracy,’’ he added. 


“When they listen to the 
news once night and they see the 
Free National Movement 
broadcasting to the Bahamian 
people by television satellite, 
then don’t complain to us about 
the rules,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 

‘Don’t listen to them that 
you've gone outside of your 
country because if you can’t get 
justice in your own country, 
you’ve got to go outside to look 
for justice,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 

‘“‘And if your own Govern- 
ment don’t perform well inside 
its own borders, you have to let 
the rest of the world know they 


don’t represent the people of 


the Bahamas because the people 
of the Bahamas know and act 
better than that,’’ he added. 

Commenting on Mrs 
Gibson’s remark that the op- 
position should come up with 
Suggestions and alternatives, Mr 
Foulkes said that it is funny 
because if one listens to ZNS, 
One wouldn’t know that the 
Opposition exists. 

**So you can’t listen to ZNS 
and expect to hear what sugges- 
tions we come up with,’’ he 
said, pointing out that the FNM 
has a platform which contains a 
blue print for the economic, 
social and moral uplifting of the 
Bahamian people. 

‘“‘And when we go to the 
House of Assembly, we do not 
talk nonsense. We talk sense 
but they do not listen. That’s 


PLP Press Release 


the whole problem now. They 
do not listen,”” he said. 

Mr Foulkes noted that he 
speke during the budget debate 
in the House carrying out his 
functions as Shadow Minister 
of Tourism and former Tourism 
Minister Perry Christie said that 
he came up with some very 
‘*excellent’’ ideas. 

But he said. that former 
Youth Minister Kendal Nottage, 
who was not in the Chamber 
when he had made his address, 
rose to speak and accused the 


opposition of not having one 


single idea to contribute. 

‘*And I just said to him: your 
colleague sitting next to you just 
said I contributed some 
excellent ideas, and he was 
embarrassed if indeed he is 
sensitive enough to be embar- 
rassed,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 

‘*He was caught talking fool- 
ishness and he was exposed and 
I suggest that Mrs Gibson come 
to the House of Assembly and 
listen to what we have to say 
and she could read our platform 
and see there what we have to 
say,’ he said. 

“‘We don’t talk nonsense,” 
he said. ‘‘When my leader talks, 
and he has talked on budget 
debates and Speech from The 
Throne debates, he does not 
talk nonsense. We talk about 
the welfare and the good of the 
country.”’ 
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[Text } 


PROGRESSIVE Liberal Pary 
National Chairman Sean 
McWeeney yesterday accused 
Opposition parliamentarian Ar- 
thur Foulkes of trying to 
‘‘dilute the message of inspira- 
tion and hope and vision which 
constituted the muscle of Sir 
Lynden’s keynote address to the 
PLP Convention.”’ 

The three page press release 
stated: ‘‘If Mr Foulkes and the 
FNM choose to ignore that 
message, preferring instead to 
preach the gospel of doom and 
despair, they are, of course, 
free to do so but they can rest 
assured that in doing so they are 
out of step with the rest of the 
country which has hearkened to 
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Sir Lynden’s call to move 
forward in hope to meet the 
Nation’s challenges.’’ 


Said the statement over the 
signature of Mr McWeeney: 
‘In the aftermath of the 29th 
annual National Convention of 
the Progressive Liberal Party, 
the Free national Movement, 
acting principally through its 
spokesman, Mr Arthur Foulkes, 
has given full vent in the local 
media to its disappointment and 
bitterness over the spectacular 
of that parley.”’ 

It continued: ‘‘It is an open 
secret that the hearts of the 
FNM had brimmed with 
expectation that the PLP Con- 











vention would be left devastated 
by internal divisions and that 
the 28-year leadership of the, 
party by the Rt Hon Sir Lynden 
O Pindling would meet its 
apocalypse.”’ 

The release noted that this 


had not occurred and said that . 


while differences emerged, ‘‘the 
bonds of unity were 
Strengthened and despite the 
agitation, and surreptitious 
¢fforts of the Free National 
Movement, Sir Lynden was not 

_ even so much as challenged for 
the leadership of the party but 
was instead returned by 
acclamation as the undisputed 
Leader of the PLP. 

‘‘When that course of events 
is measured against the scenario 
which the FNM _ had _ hoped 
for,’’ continued the release, ‘‘it 
is perhaps understandable that 
the FNM now finds itself 
overcome with bitterness and 
dissappointment over the failure 
of its propaganda efforts and 
political prophecies.”’ 

Mr McWeeney said that what 
is less understandable is that 
this feeling of ‘‘sour grapes’’ 
has driven Mr Foulkes ‘‘to so 
completely trivialize his political 
pronouncements,”’ a reference 
to the FNM MP’s address at a 
Friday night ‘‘Rescue the Na- 
tion’”’ rally at R M Bailey 


playing field. 

The PLP National Chairman 
said Mr Foulkes appeared 
*‘unduly pre-occupied with rhe- 
torical similarities between Sir 
Lynden’s address at the PLP 
Convention and the speeches of 
the Rev Jesse Jackson. 

“Quite apart from the fact 
that Mr Foulkes’ attempt to 
draw that parallel was rather 
lacking in cogency, it is embar- 
rassing to find a politician of 
Mr Foulkes’ stature engaging in 
such cynical and trivial chit-chat 
from a public platform in a vain 
and foolish attempt to dilute the 
message of inspiration and hope 
and vision which constituted the 
muscle of Sir Lynden’s keynote 
address to the PLP Conven- 
tion.”’ 

Mr McWeeney invited Mr 
Foulkes to address the nation’s 
challenges, ‘‘to do so in a 
responsible manner,’’ and to 
refrain from trivializing ‘‘the 
burning issues of the day.’’ 


Critique of Hanna Speech 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 9 Nov 84 p 5 
[Article by Etinne Dupuch: "Arthur Hanna's Conscience") 


[Excerpt] 


I HAVE just read with great interest the 
‘speech made by Mr A D Hanna at the PLP 
‘convention in which he gave ‘‘con- 
$cience’’...a choice between right over 
wrong...as his reason for resigning from the 
Pindling cabinet. 

It was a brilliant speech and I commend 
him on its compositon. It was a timely 
‘decision that must redound to his credit. 
But I feel I must remind him...and the 
Bahamian people...of a few vital omissions 
in his speech. 

In his reference to the preservation of law 
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and order he condemned members of the 
FNM opposition for ‘‘obstructing the 
people’s business in Parliament.”’ 

He conveniently omitted to mention that 
it was his own great leader, Lynden 
Pindling, who threw the sacred mace, badge 
of the Speaker’s authority, out of a window 
of the House of Assembly. It was smashed 
to pieces when it struck the pavement 
below. Without the mace the people’s 
business could not be resumed until Canada 
lent a mace to the House of Assembly. 

He forgot to mention that, at the same 











time, Milo Butler (later Governor-General) 
swept everything off the speaker’s desk and 
threw it out of the window too. 

He forgot to mention the several 
Occasions when he and Mr Butler were 
lifted bodily out of the House by police 
officers because they had persisted in 
obstructing the peaceful conduct of the 
business of the House. He forgot to 
mention how at a sitting of the House in 
1966 Mr Butler told the Speaker to ‘‘go to 
hell,’’ and when ordered to withdraw his 
unparliamentary language, refused to do so. 
Mr Hanna also forgot to mention that in a 
debate to bring in rules to regulate the use 
of public parks, which were being abused 
and littered by the public, he declared that 
if organizations had to get permission to use 
the parks for public meetings, he would 
defy the law. His exact words: ‘‘A law is a 
law only so long as men obey it. I call on 
the people of this country to defy it. I 
intend to defy it when I want to hold a 
meeting, and no fine shali I pay.’’ This was 
the example set for Bahamians in defying 
the laws and today these very same leaders 
have the audacity to wonder what has 
happened to law and order in the country! 
They only have to look at the record to find 
out. 

And, finally, he and other parliamentary 
PLP Members of the House followed their 
leader, Lynden Pindling in a protest march 
out of the House and sat down in Bay 
Street, thereby obstructing the flow of- 
traffic on the main business thoroughfare 
of the island. 

‘By contrast, so far not a single member 
of the opposition has been subjected to 
discipline by the Speaker. So...what is he 
talking about? 

There are a few other things Mr Hanna 
found it inconvenient to mention. 

elt was the PLP who introduced goon 
squads to politics in the Bahamas. At the 
time there was practically no vicious crime 
in the Bahamas. During-the PLP ad- 
ministration crime in our islands has 
reached such a dangerous level that today 
the Bahamas is listed in Interpol records 
among the ten most crime ridden countries 
in the world, second per capita in murder 
andsixthinrape! — 

‘@When: the PLP won control of the 
government only 17 short years ago there 
was over-employment in the colony. Since 
then, under PLP leadership, the Bahamas 
has become an independent nation with. 
unemployment standing at the startling 
figure of at least 25 per cent. 


When the PLP took over control of the 
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Public Treasury the country had no 
national debt. They inherited $15 million 
cash in the bank from the UBP. When Mr 
Hanna was appointed Minister of Finance 
in succession to Mr Carlton Francis...who 
had fallen into disfavour with Prime 
Minister Pindling because, as a Paptist 
minister, his ‘‘conscience’’ would not allow 
him to endorse the spread of gambling 
casinos in our island... he (Mr Hanna) 
declared his intention to borrow and spend 
money as long as it was available. ia giving 
more gambling licences the Prime Minister 
broke a promise he had made to the 
Baptists. 

In an act, which Mr Hanna describes as a 
response to his troubled ‘‘conscience,’’ he 
has resigned as Finance Minister, leaving 
the Bahamian people saddled with over a 
half billion dollar national debt! 

Look around you in the country and it is 
obvious that the whole physical structure of 
our economy has fallen into decay and filth 
blemishes the landscape througtiout the 
capital city of Nassau in this New 
Providence island. 

Even Prince George’s dock is crumb!ing 
into the sea and the operators of cruise 
ships are questioning the wisdom of sending 
their ships to berth at this dock. 

Women are no longer safe from rapists 
that prowl the streets of this island by day 
or by night. No one is safe from 
attack...and even murder...in the sanctity 


’ of their homes by day or by night. And now 


this terror is spreading to the Out Isiands as 
witnessed by the experience of the Rev 
Herbert Sands’ fine family at Palmetto 
Point, Eleuthera. | 
Yes, indeed, Mr Hanna made a brilliant 
speech under the guise of a troubled 
conscience. But the real things that should 
be disturbing this conscience...and the 


. conscience of everyone associated with the 


PLP destruction of ‘‘the rule of law’’ in our 
island...were completely ignored by him. 

In my judgment, Mr Hanna’s resignation 
as Minister of Finance was a _ shrewd 
political move which will relieve him from 
facing the impossible financial crisis the 
country must now face because money 
needed to finance the national debt is now 
the largest item in the, country’s annual 
budget. | 

Again I say, it was a brilliant speech. It 
will take Mr Hanna off the hook in facing 
the insoluble financial problems that he 
helped to create, which are now facing the 
country. In the process he walked out on an 
old friend and co-conspirator in destroying 
this country of ours. 








FNM on Drug Issue 
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{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpt ] 


OPPOSITION Yamacraw 
MP Mrs Janet Bostwick said 
last night that a Free National 
Movement Government would 
have to do ‘‘far more’’ to fight 
the Bahamas’ drug problem. 
She also advocated a closer 
liaison with the United States, 
which has the expertise and the 
means to do so. 

“It is Our view and it is my 
personal view that we are going 
to have to do far more and we 
will have to look at...1 don’t 
think we have the resources 
ourselves to deal with this 
problem and this is one of the 
matters where I personally feel, 
and I know that my Govern- 
ment feels that there should be 
more liaison with the United 
States because they do have the 
expertise and they do have the 
means,’” she said. 

‘‘And that is one area where 
we can try to seek aid from the 


American Government,’’ said 
Mrs. Bostwick, one of four 
Participants in a panel dis- 


cussion by the Bahamas Mental 
Health Association at Holy 
Family Church Hall, Robinson 
Mrs Bostwick said she has 
been told of programmes that 
arc available in the United 
States, which are also available 
to Bahamians. 

‘*‘Indeed, a number of 
persons are now going to the 
United States for treatment and 
in some cases not very expensive 
treatment at all,’’ she said. ‘‘l 
understand that persons are 
lniterested in setting up the 
programmes whuch they have 
seen in the United States here 
and | think that we should take 
advantage of that..’’ 

Additionally, Mrs Bostwick 
said, similar centres can be set 
up in the Out Islands. 


cso: 
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“‘The drug problem is not 
confined to Nassau and I don’t 
think myself that it would be 
good to bring those people from 
the Out Islands here into 
Nassau. It can be located in 
some areas, for example, in 


Eleuthera, in Cat Island where . 


it’s now becoming a problem, 
and in Andros,’’ she said. 

Mrs Bostwick said this re- 
quires personnel and money and 
it must be the number one 
priority for anybody, including 
the Government. 

‘*‘We feel that the drug issue 


has surpassed that of un- 
employment, which was always 
before this one of primary 
concerns,’ she said. ‘‘In order 
to look at that question, we will 
be looking not only at the 
causes but we would be looking 
at the immediate measures 
which should be taken to 
combat the drug problem.”’ 

She noted that the. National 
Drug Task Force, which was 
appointed in June and reported 
to the Prime Minister in July, 
has provided the country with 
some very valuable information 
concerning what it considers the 
best way to tackle the drug 
problem. 

‘“‘We do not’ understand, 
quite frankly, why nothing has 
been done yet to implement 
some of the recommendations 
of that Task Force,’’ Mrs 
Bostwick said. ‘‘So we look 
firstly at the drug problem, 
alleviating that situation, treat- 
ing the people and bringing 
2 2 2S ew ee 
measures...punishment 
measures with regard to the 
punishment of those offend- 
ers.”’ 

To tackle unemployment, the 
Yamacraw MP said, the Bah- 
amas would have to regain its 
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reputation on the internationai 
scene. 

‘‘We feel that that has been 
hopelessly tarnished by the 
present Government and you 
have to again, instil confidence 
in our people as well as the 
foreign investors,’’ she said. 
‘‘Instilling confidence in the 
people and foreign investors, it 
will be extremely necessary for 
our party to again inculcate in 
our people all those virtues 
which our Bahamians seem to 
have lost sight of.’’ 

‘‘We would have to again . 
make our people realize that it 
is good to have integrity and 
that the something-for-nothing 
syndrome must be taken 
away,’’ she said. 

Commenting on why the 
FNM says the Prime Minister 
should resign, Mrs Bostwick 
said the Prime Minister has 
himself admitted receiving 
monies and not disclosing those 
monies. 

‘‘He received those monies 
from sources which are ques- 
tionable with regard to other 
provisions of the law,’’ Mrs 
Bostwick said. ‘‘l am speaking 
particularly in regard to the 
Prevention of Bribery Act. 
That’s a ’76 Act which was 
passed by the Prime Minister 
himself.’’ 

‘“‘And we are saying in the 
light of these admissions by the 
Prime Minister he has definitely 
run afoul of the spirit and letter 
and he should resign. If he is 
following the convention which 
we follow and by which this 
system can operate, then he has 
to resign,’’ she said. 

She said that is why the 
Opposition has relentlessly done 
everything which is_ legally 
possible to bring about his 
resignation. 
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FNM LONG ISLAND BRANCH REPORTS ELECTION RESULTS 
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THE FREE National Mov- 
ement has announced the results 
of branch elections held in the 
Clarence Town, Long Island 
constituency during the week of 
October 22 to 29. 

Elections were conducted by 
Secretary-General of the party 
L Garth Wright and before 
votes were cast in each settle- 
ment, FNM MP for Clarence 
Town James Knowles addressed 
party members. 

The party’s Assistant Trea- 
surer Edmund Knowles gave the 
vote of thanks at each meeting. 

The results of elections are as 
follows: 

Salt Pond - chairman, 
Chester Fox; secretary, Vincent 
Knowles; assistant secretary, 
Trypatna Knowles; treasurer, 
Dorothy Fox; chaplain, Joseph 
Fox. 

Gray’s - chairman, Lesal 
Wells; vice-chairman, Mavis 
Wells; secretary, Jimmy Wells, 
treasurer, Joseph Treco; chap- 
lain, Delvert Cartwright. 

Lower Deadman’s Cay 
chairman, Henry Burrows; 
vice-chairman, Olive Burrows; 
secretary, Anne-Marie 
Cartwright; treasurer, Gwen- 
dolyn Carroll; chaplain, Rich- 
ard Chaplain. 

Mangrove Bush - chairman, 


Francis Darville; vice-chairman, 
Leonard Cartwright; secretary, 
Clothilda Knowles; treasurer, 
Harriet Cartwright; chaplain, 
Charles Darville. 

Clarence Town - chairman, 
Carl Minnis; secretary, Cyril 
Thompson; treasurer, Kermit 
Min:.s; chaplain Clara Bowe. 

Morrisville - chairman, 
Clifton Deveaux; vice- 
chairman, Nedley Martin- 
borough; secretary, Margaret 
Deveaux; treasurer, Ivan 
Cartwright; chaplain, Roger 
Wallace. 

Roses - chairman, Percy 
Major; vice-chairman, Eleanor 
Dean; sccretary, Irene 
Cartwright; treasurer, William 
Darville; chaplain, Ethelyn 
Cartwright. 

Mortimers - chairman, 
Carlton Cartwright; vice- 
chairman, Henry Darville; 
secretdary, Beulah Watson; 
treasurer, William Watson; 
chaplain, Marsha Turnquest. 


US EMBASSY 
CLOSED MONDAY 

THE American Embassy will 
be closed to the public on 
Monday in honour of Veteran’s 
Day, a US Public Holiday. The 
Embassy will reopen on Tues- 
day. 


CSO: 3298/179 
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VANGUARD PARTY LEADER OUTLINES POLICY POSITIONS 
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[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] 


VANGUARD Leader Dr 
John MaCartney said Thursday 
night that a Vanguard socialist 
government would not place 
missiles, military bases or forces 
on Bahamian territory, nor 
would it allow the country to 
become a threat to anybody. 
However, it would compete 
with other nations in the realm 
of ideas and humanity. 

The socialist leader said that 
when the Vanguard Party 
becomes the Government, rela- 
tions between the Bahamas and 
the United States, which is 
strongly anti-socialist, will in- 
crease in effectiveness. 

Dr McCartney also declared 
that under a Vanguard govern- 
ment, there will be no murders 
of the country’s political leaders 
as was the case of the former 
New Jewel Movement Govern- 
ment in Grenada, which he said 
committed suicide when radicals 


* killed moderate socialist Prime 


Minister Maurice Bishop, sever- 
al Cabinet Ministers and union 
leaders in a coup in October, 
1983. 

The coup, staged by the army 
and Bishop’s former deputy, 
Bernard Coard, led to an 
invasion a few days later by the 
United States and six eastern 
Caribbean -islands, including 
Jamaica and Barbados. 

In his remarks at a panel 
discussion, the Vanguard Lead- 
er, said that rather than taking 
away freedom, a planned 
economy:is the only way to 
‘susiain freedom in the Bahamas 
under a socialist government. 
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Using the free enterprise 
system of government as an 
example in his comments on 
individual freedoms, Dr Mc- 
Cartney wanted to know how 
the Bahamian born 
Over-The-Hill would ever be 
able to compete in basiness with 
the son of the late Sir Roland 
Symonette, the Bahamas’ first 
premier. 

“‘To call that free enterprise, 
1 think, is a mockery and a 
shame,’’ the socialist leader told 
a sparse audience at the Holy 
Family Church Hall, Robinson 
Road. 

He said he had spoken earlier 
in the day to a black business- 
man who had told him that 
every time he (the businessman) 
was about to make a leap, he 
run into the Bay Street 
monopolies and was crushed. 

*‘He ceriainly wouldn’t agree 
that we have anything called 
free enterprise,’’ Dr Mc¢ artney 
said. *‘I believe that the major 
means by which each person, 
the working class, the fellow 
who is not a millionaire, can 
have a chance is if we have 
government that is planned, its 
policies are planned on what he 
needs, how many schools we 
need, how many hospitals we 
need, what kind kind of jobs we 
need. 

‘That, to me, is the height of 
freedom, to be able to realize 
these kinds of basic needs that 
you need tc live in. We provide 
that,’’ he said. ‘In other words, 
instead of bzing a denigration 
of freedom, ; think a planned 
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econmomy is the only way to 
Sustain freedom in this 
country.”’ 

Dr McCartney, a former 
professor at Purdue University, 
USA, told his audience that it 
was ridiculous what he had to 
g0 through to obtain a universi- 
ty education. 

‘You had to work five years, 
you go in the States, you’re 
over there, you have to dog 
around them, you do all kind of 
things,’’ he said. ‘‘] don’t call 
that freedom. | think a lot of 
those years were wasted time..”’ 

‘| think if we had an 
economy which was open and 
all our people had op- 
portunities, those years could 
have been spent building our 
country and I think that is what 
our planned economy hopes to 
do and | think that will heighten 
freddoms instead of taking 
away freedoms,’’ Dr Mc- 
Cartney said. 

However, he conceded that 
freedom for some people is 
always bondage for somebody 
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“else. 


For example, the Vanguard 
leader said, if a man is making 
$100 million a year, to have him 
live on $300 a week, to him is 
slavery, but to the working man 
that is freedom. 

“So what we are saying is we 
provide freedom for the majori- 
ty of our people and anyone 
who wants to be free, but you 
can’t judge freedom by what a 
fellow who is a millionaire tries 
to do and what he makes, what 
is freedom to him is bondage 
for us, what is bondage for him 
perhaps is freedom for us,’’ Dr 
McCartney said. 

**So I don’t get carried away 
with this term individual 
freedoms,”’ he said. “I think 
that in a society like this you 
will have your people with 
money but they will not be 
ripping us Off like they do now, 
they will be giving back more.”’ 

‘‘And some of these people, 
before they give back something 
to the country, they’d rather 
blow it up,’’ he said. 
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CENTRAL BANK REPORTS DECLINE IN DEBT, OTHER FIGURES 

Revenue Totals 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Nov 84 pp 1, 14 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text] The country's national debt, which rose from $52.6 million in December 
1983, to $529.7 million in March, 1984, dropped by $17.4 million down to 
$512.3 million in June, the Central Bank has reported. 


In addition, a 29 percent increase in revenue of $21.6 million has resulted 
in the nation's deficit being significantly reduced from $9.3 million a year 
ago to $2.5 million in the second quarter of this year. 


"The second quarter saw an improvement in the overall fiscal performance, 
with the deficit down to $2.5 million from $9.3 million a year ago," the bank 
said in its Quarterly Review for June, 1984. 


"This resulted from an increase in revenue of $21.6 million or 29 percent, as 
expenditure rose during the quarter by $12.3 million," the bank's report re- 
vealed. 


It said that tax revenue increased by $3.1 million or five percent to $65.5 
million, and non-tax revenue by $18.4 million to $29.1 million. 


Under the tax-revenue category, property taxes yielded $0.5 million; selective 
taxes on services, $0.3 million; business and professional licence, $1.6 mil- 
lion; motor vehicle taxes, $0.6 million and import taxes, $1.3 million. 


"This was partially offset by lower receipts from departure taxes of $0.3 
million, stamp taxes, $1.1 million and export taxes, $0.1 million," the bank's 
report said, 


The sharp increase in non-tax revenue reflected Government's receipt of $14.3 
million from the United States, representing payment for the leasing of the 
AUTEC base, 
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Income from the category "other" increased by $0.2 million, with fines, 
forfeits and administrative fees down by $0.5 million. 


Current expenditure increased during the quarter by $13.5 million or 20 
percent to $79,7 million, while capital expenditure fell by $1.2 million or 
22 percent to $4.3 million. 


Under current expenditure, personal emoluments rose by $6.8 million, purchases 
of goods and services by $1.3 million and interest payments by $5.7 million. 
Subsidies and other transfers showed marginal decreases, 


The decline in capital expenditure was due for the most part to a fall in 
capital transfer of non-financial public enterprises of $1.1 million. 


The functional expenditure breakdown showed an increase in general public 
service of $3.0 million. 


General administration increased by $1.4 million; public order and safety, 
$1.6 million; defence, $0.7 million; education, $0.3 million; health, $2.4 
million and housing by $0.6 million. 


In the category of economic services, public works and water transportation 
were up by $0.3 million. Expenditure by the Ministry of Tourism dropped by 
$0.5 million during the quarter under review. 


On its budget position, the bank said that the current account surplus for 
the review quarter increased to $15.0 million, up from $6.9 million a year 
ago, reflecting the marked increase in revenue. 


Net lending to public corporations of $13.1 million and capital expenditure 
of $4.3 million pushed the overall budgetary position into a deficit of $2.4 
million, "This, however, was lower than the year earlier level of $9.3 mil- 
lion," the bank said, ''The deficit was covered by short-term financing from 
commercial banks." 


The bank said that debt repayment for the quarter totalled $9.1 million, of 
which $0.1 million represented external repayments. The remaining $9.0 mil- 
lion internal repayment was in Bahamian dollars. 


"As at June end, the total direct charge on Government stood at $422.8 mil- 
lion, an increase of $28.5 million from the second quarter, 1983," the bank 


said. 


"The contingent liabilities of public corporations totalling $89.5 million 
brought the outstanding national debt to $512.3 million," the bank said. 
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Other Transactions 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 9 Nov 84 p 1 


[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Text } 


A SHARP hike in net travel 
inflows that increased revenue 
on the services account by $15.5 
million, was able to offset the 
nation’s visible trade deficit 
which widened by $15.7 million 
owing to higher imports and 
declining exports, the Central 
Bank has reported in its 
Quarterly Review for June, 
1984. 

The quarterly review said that 
the Ministry of Tourism’s pre- 
liminary estimates of tourist 
expenditure showed a signifi- 
cant growth in earnings from a 
year ago. . : | 
+. Gross tourist expenditure was 
estimated at $207.7 million, up 
$22.7 million from the same 
period last year, the Central 


- Bank reported. 


The review said that the 
additional $4.1 million, which 
had accrued directly to Gov- 


ernment from tourism brought | 
the total estimated gross’ tdurist ” 


receipts to $211.8 million or 


$22.6 million higher than last 


year. 

‘The review also revealed that 
Bahamians spent an estimated 
$20.6 million on travel, up $3.3 
million from the comparable 
period a year ago. 

According to the review, the 
current account posted a sur- 
plus of $15 million during the 
quarter, an improvement of $2 
million from the same period 
last year. 

“‘The visible trade deficit 
widened by $12.7 million owing 
to higher imports and declining 
exports,”’ the Central Bank 
said. ‘‘However, this was offset 
by an increase in net receipts on 
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the services account of $15.5 
million, due in large part to a 
sharp increase in net travel 
inflows.”’ ; 

Exports were estimated at 
$65.5 million or $6.4 million 
below the comparable periopd 
last year, while the estimated 
value of imports increased by 
$4.6 million to $146.2 million. 

The bank said that oil im- 
ports totalled $51.3 million, up 
$1.7 million from the year 
earlier level, with foreign 
bunkers higher by $2 million 
and domestic, consumption 
lower by $0.3 million. 

The review said that the cost 
of oil products per barrel was 
generally lower in all categories, 
with the exception of bunker C, 
which rose by $6.13 to $32.08 
perbarrel. 

The price of aviation gasoline 
dropped by $3.84 to $58.67 per 
barrel, while propane declined 
by $3.31 to $27.15 per barrel. 
The per barrel cost of motor 
gasoline dropped. by $2.88 to 
$36.27; kerosene by $1.08 to 
$36.14 and gas oil by $0.58 to 
$33.90. 

The net factor payments 
increased by $1.1 million to 
$31.5 million, mostly reflecting 
an increase in Government's 
interest payments which totalled 
$2.3 million or $2.2 million 
higher than a year ago. 

Net outflows for banks and 
trust companies fell by $0.5 
million, with that for the 
non-financial sector lower’ by 
$0.6 million. 

The review said that pay- 
ments on account of non- 
merchandise insurance rose by 


$2 million, with net outflows 
under other services higher , by 
$2 million. receipts from off- 
shore companies were estimeted 
at $23.8 million, up $1.4 million 
from a year earlier. 

Transfer payments recorded a 
net inflow of $1.8 million, 
down from $2.6 million in the 
second quarter of last year. Net 
remittances fell by $0.4 million, 
while net receipts to Govern- 
ment declined by $1.2 million. 

Transactions on the capital 
account fesulted in a net inflow 
of $1.1 million, down from 
$22.4 million a year earlier. 

**Net private long-term capi- 
tal inflows dropped by $1.2 
million,’’ the bank said. ‘‘In- 
flows from property purchases 
were up by $0.6 million from 
the corresponding period last 
year, and outflows by $0.2 
million resulting ‘in a net inflow 
of $0.9 million for the review 
period.’” 

Loan receipts were lower by 
$9.9 million, with repayments 
down by $3.7 million. Net 
receipts under other investments 
grew by $3.7 million during the 
quarter. 

Government had no external 
borrowings during the quarter, 
and its outstanding foreign 
Obligations was reduced by $0.1 
miifion. Public corporations 
increased their foreign debt by 
$1.6 million and retired $1.6 
million of their external 


- obligations. 


Commercial banks and the 
other local financial institutions 
decreased their net foreign 
liabilities by $17.1 million and 
$0.6 million respectively. 














BOLIVIA 


ARMY COMMANDER SUPPORTS DIALOGUE, CALLS FOR CALM 
PY142040 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1700 GMT 14 Nov 84 


[Text] In a speech paying homage to the establishment of the Army, Army 
Commander General Jose Olvis Arias stated that the political doctrines 
must be at the service of the fatherland and the people. He added that 
these doctrines and the interests of the parties can never be placed 
above the Constitution. 


In his speech Gen Olvis Arias referred to the dialogue sponsored by the 
Catholic Church, stating that this dialogue must be supported by all 
civilian sectors [fuerzas vivas] throughout the nation because there is 
no other solution for the serious crisis that is troubling Bolivia. 


The three branches of the government must fulfill their duties with 
the greatest possible calm and adhere to the judicial and ethical rules. 


[Begin Olvis Arias recordi'g] Our people definitely need the three 
branches of the government, which rule Bolivian affairs, and the 
personalities who hold important positions within the government, to 
strictly adhere, with great calm, to the judicial and ethical rules, 
because the relentless squabbles among factions cannot [word indistinct ] 
with impunity the high and ever-present national goals which call for 
unceasing labor, calm, peace, and tranquillity until the lack in develop- 
ment, disorder, and slander that lead to an unavoidable breakdown are 
overcome. [end recording] 


Somewhere else in his speech, the military leader urged his comrades-in-arms 
to defend at all times the national sovereignty, the continued effective- 
ness of the Army, and the country's integrity. 


[Begin Olvis Arias recording] Our unswerving tenet should be to comply 
with our specific tasks, tasks which are clearly established in the 
Constitution, in our military laws and rules and regulations which 

govern and guide our institutional life, with due respect for our superiors 
and the unchanging leadership within the Army who are the backbone of the 
Army both in peace and war times. [End recording | 


These were the words that Army Commander General Jose Olvis Arias spoke 
during the ceremonies marking the 174th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Army. 
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BOLIVIA 


EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE EVALUATES SITUATION 
PY141544 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 14 Nov 84  . 


[Text] With the aim of holding a broad, calm, responsible, and orderly 
dialogue the Bolivian Episcopal Conference has prepared a document that 
after thorough study could become the basis for a formal agreement among 
all the political parties invited for a meeting by the Catholic Church. 


The document points out that only if the nature of all the elements of 
the crisis that are seriously threatening the nation are known will it 

be possible to reach valid conclusions. Therefore, owing to the serious- 
ness of the crisis the participation of the political parties in the 
dialogue will be justified if they sacrifice, even temporarily, their 
objectives and ideological positions. 


The Catholic Church says that the economic and social crisis demand from 
the citizens a sense of responsibility for the public good in sharing the 
burdens required at the present time. The Catholic Church Document, 
which will serve as basis for the dialogue called for today, analyzes 

the current situation. Radio Panamericana feels that it is necessary 

to give a summary of the document for the knowledge of the listeners 
across the nation. 


Political and Social Aspect: 


Point one says that the progressive deterioration of the democratic process 
is creating concern because of the divisions affecting the government 

and for the lack of positive actions and decisions in the various govern- 
ment branches. 


Point two says that dialogue and the full enforcement of the law has been 
replaced by imposition and intransigence. 


Point three says that there are still problems and vacuums in the current 
legal framework preventing effective action by the government branches. 


Point four indicates that the economic indicators of the current crisis 
show the existence of some guidelines that cannot be changed by stubborness 
or pressure and ideological objectives that caanot be implemented 
immediately. 
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The document that will serve as the basis for the dialogue prepared by 
the Catholic Church says in point five that it is obvious that owing to 
the fragile legal framework and the proliferation of and divisions 
within political parties, no political or social force is currently in 
a real condition to implement by itself a viable and concrete project 
without immediately unleashing all kinds of reactions that will prevent 
any accomplishments. 


Regarding the economic aspect, point six says that the decline in 
overall production will put the country in a very delicate and vulnerable 
position both internally and externally. 


Point seven says that the reduction in production is being accompanied 
by a systematic reduction in public and private investments, which is 
creating very dangerous social and economic conditions for the future. 


Point eight indicates that the deterioration of the economy has in the 
past been compensated with donations and foreign credits and to a lesser 
extent with private foreign investments. However, these conditions have 
now changed and, therefore, the compensation is being made through infla- 
tion, which is creating serious social and economic distortions. 


Point 10 says that the situation in the public enterprises is extremely 
serious because these companies, by resorting to easy public credit, 

are increasing the deficit, and the uncontrolled issuance of currency is 
unleashing inflation and business disorder. 


In conclusion, point 12 [as heard] says that the proliferation of different 
proposals for finding solutions to the economic problem by not allowing 
changes or discussions is preventing a clear picture of the situation 

from appearing. 


We have just summarized the basic document prepared by the Catholic Church 
for the dialogue aimed at a national agreement called for today with the 
participation of the most representative political parties of the nation 
in addition to business and union organizations. 
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BRAZIL 


PMDB WITHDRAWS SUPPORT FOR CARONE AMENDMENT 
PY262125 Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Nov 84 p 1 


[Text] The national executive board of the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Mobili- 
zation Party] has formally withdrawn its support for the Jorge Carone amendment, 
which establishes that the president of the republic will be elected by the 
direct balloting system in 1988. The PMDB has thus rejected a proposal put 
forward by Senator Pedro Simon, the party first vice president, who suggested 
that the party officially consult the Electoral Court on the possibility of 
immediately adopting the direct balloting system. As Deputy Ulisses 
Guimaraes--the party president--has put it, the decision has been made because 
of the apprehension that the Teodoro Mendes amendment (which has already been 
attached to the Carone amenement) establishing that the successor of President 
Joao Figueiredo will be elected through the direct balloting system might be 
approved during the vote. 


On announcing the decisions by the party executive board, Guimaraes reaffirmed 
that the party remains committed to the direct balloting system but stressed 
that there is not enough time to implement it immediately. In his opinion, 
"society is either satisfied with this solution (the Electoral College) or it 
understands that there is no other course." 


Nelson Marchezan, the ruling party leader in the Chamber of Representatives, 
has regretted that "the PMOB position has so quickly undergone a 180-degree 
change." He pointed out that the PMDB "has begun to act as if it were already 
in power." 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


FIRE IN NEVES' ELECTORAL OFFICE--Brasilia--Democratic Alliance candidate 
Tancredo Neves has said that the fire that early this morning destroyed the 
press room of his political office was accidental. The office is located on 
the second floor of the Guanabara building in the commercial sector at the 
southern end of Brasilia. According to Neves, the preliminary conclusion of 
the technical police also indicates that it was an accident. He believes that 
the fire was started by a "short circuit or something like that." However, 
the office electrician, Nelson Jose dos Santos, assured journalists that there 
was no electric problem that could have caused the fire. [Excerpts] [Rio 

de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 27 Nov 84 p 3 PY] 


FIGUEIREDO AFFECTED BY SINUSITIS--In a note released to the press today, 
Cristobal Dutra, President Joao Figueiredo's doctor, explained why the 
president went to the Sorocaba Clinic in Rio de Janeiro today. The note 
reads: For some 10 days, the president had been affected by maxillary 
sinusitis on both sides of his nose as a result of a flu. The diagnosis was 
made on the basis of clinical tests and X-rays. The president underwent 
clinical treatment, which will be repeated if prescribed by the evolution of 
his sinusitis. [Excerpts] [Brasilia Domestic Service in Portuguese 2200 GMT 
26 Nov 84 PY] 
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CHILE 


MAJORITY OF STEEL PRODUCTS COMPANY SHARES OFFERED FOR BID 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 24 Oct 84 p B-2 


[Text] The Pacific Steel Company (CAP) has decided to offer for bid the 
majority of the shares in the Steel Products Company (COMPAC), a firm con- 
nected with the former owners of the Concepcion Bank. 


The shares represent 89 percent of the ownership of the firm, which has 
recently shown a substantial improvement in its balance sheet and, as a result, 
has been able to service the interest on its obligations without difficulty. 


The shares were delivered to CAP by the owners of COMPAC as security for credits 
granted by the state-owned firm in an amount approximately equal to $1 million. 


Provision of the fuads was facilitated by the Central-South Commercial Society, 
Ltd., which in turn is one of the owners of COMPAC. The offering was author- 
ized by a resolution of the 10th Civil Court and the bidding date set for 

8 November next, at the Commercial Exchange. 


Financial sources noted yesterday that it is no accident that CAP has chosen 
8 November as the date for bidding on shares representing majority control of 
COMPAC. That choice is part of a strategy of avoiding a breach of the agree- 
ment established between the owners of COMPAC and other firms and their prin- 
cipal creditors, basically the nationalized Concepcion Bank, in order to 
enable an overall rationalization agreement for the entire conglomerate to be 
Signed. 


The deadline for arriving at an agreement among the parties concerned is pre- 
cisely the date indicated, and consequently CAP will be able to sell those 
shares immediately should the negotiations toward an agreement not prosper. 
If, on the contrary, the agreement in question has been signed by that date, 
CAP--according to what has been maintained--will suspend the offering and join 
in the general agreement. 


12336 
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CHILE 





FOREIGN BANK ORDERS AUCTION OF CORFINSA STOCK 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 24 Oct 84 p B-1l 


[Text] For the second time in the last few months, 100 percent of the shares 
in the CORFINSA Finance corporation are being sold at auction; this firm is 
connected with the Gomez Gallo business conglomerate that, until the beginning 
of the year, was controlled by the International Bank, which is now under tem- 
porary government administration. 


The order was given by a foreign banking organization. Initially, sources 
indicated that this was Credit Suisse, which had originally received the shares 
as security for a $3 million credit given to companies connected with the busi- 
ness consortium mentioned above. Nevertheless, other sources maintained that 
the order came from an Italian-Swiss bank, to which the loan in question had 
been transferred. 


CORFINSA belongs to Cerro Moreno Investments, Inc., and La Portada Investments, 
Inc., each of which holds 50 percent of the stock. Its present president is 
Carlos Rubia Molina. 


The institution had dedicated itself essentially to the consumer credit market. 
From 1978 to 1982, it registered profits. The situation changed in 1983, with 
the intervention of the International Bank, and during this period it suffered 
a loss of $11 million. In the course of this year, its balance sheet showed 
an improvement and, as a result of its share portfolio's being transferred to 
the Central Bank, its assets and liabilities canceled each other out. 


Negotiations 


Financial sources consulted with respect to this share auction noted that, up 
to yesterday afternoon, negotiations were being carried out with a view to 
again postponing the action ordered by the foreign bank, since the above- 
mentioned finance corporation is involved in the general negotiations the con- 
glomerate has undertaken to establish an overall agreement with the Interna- 
tional Bank on the future of its obligations and of the firms concerned. 


According to sources connected with these negotiations, CORFINSA is one of the 
pillars on which they rest, since it is estimated to be in a position to gen- 
erate significant resources permitting the total debts of the group of firms 
to be resolved. 


° ° ° : ' e and 
The auction is set for Thursday morning, at the capital's stock exchange, 


will be held under the auspices of Larrain Vial stockbrokers. 


12336 
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CHILE 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION, SALES DOWN IN SEPTEMBER 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 25 Oct 84 p B-1 


[Text] Industrial production showed a 12.9 percent drop last September com- 
pared to August, while sales declined 3.2 percent, according to preliminary 
data from the manufacturing sector. 


Nevertheless the records reveal that the drop in activity for September, com- 
pared with the same month last year, is noticeably less than the levels pre- 
viously noted. In the case of production, the drop was 2.2 percent, and sales 
were 5.3 percent lower. 


Despite the slump in activity observed last September, both production and 
sales in the manufacturing sector for the first 9 months of this year are 
higher than those for the same period in 1983. The progress in actual indus- 
trial production is 9.8 percent, while in sales there was an increase of 6.8 
percent. 


Looking at the movable averages for the last 12 months, production shows an 
increase of 10.6 percent and sales, 6.7 percent. 


September Activity 


Sources in the manufacturing sector were inclined to attribute the drop in 
activity for September to the fact that there were very few working days in 
this period. In fact, there were 17 working days, among them at least two 
dates when many companies opted for a so-called "sandwich day." 


The 17 working days in September 1984 compare with 22 days in August of this 
year, and 21 days of actual work for September 1983. 


It was noted that the figures are an average for the sector in general, but 
there were companies in which production fell 50 percent, while in others the 
decrease was around 25 percent. 


In the opinion of many businessmen, although in many areas they recovered the 
work hours lost on the "sandwich days," productivity is not the same, so that 
they advised revision of this arrangement. 
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It should be noted that last August, physical production in industry grew 4.9 
percent with respect to July, while sales increased only 0.8 percent. July's 
production showed a 3.6 percent drop compared to the month before, while sales 
declined 1 percent. 


Electric Energy 


On the other hand, records of electricity usage by industry show a level of 
125.6 points in September which, compared with August, reveals a drop of 2.9 
percent. 


Comparing the figure for last September with the same month in 1983, it is 
clear that energy consumption was 14.5 percent higher in 1984. 


The cumulative average for the first 9 months of this year is 119.4 points, 
while during the same period in 1983, it was 107.1 points. The former shows 
an increase of 11.5 percent for the first 3 trimesters of this year compared 
to 1983. 
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CHILE 


CODELCO BEGINS EL TENIENTE DAM CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish Special Edition 9 Nov 84 pp 1, 6 


[Text] One of its biggest challenges in engineering now confronts the El Teni- 
ente Division of CODELCO [Copper Corporation] with the execution of the pro- 
ject for "rewash disposal and conduction." This will end the useful life of 
the Colihues Reservoir and work on the Caren Reservoir in the Cordillera de la 
Costa will begin. 


The new project will permit the accumulation of rewash from the El Teniente 
copper mine for more than 50 years. Due to the magnitude of the construction 
to be done, it is estimated that this project will be finished in 1988. Its 
Start-up will help prevent pollution of the agricultural lands in the Sixth 
Region. 


Everything a Challenge 


The project includes improvements that are indispensable for the continuity of 
existing operations until 1986. 


For the new system, an open trough of concrete 86 kilometers long will be con- 
structed between the Colon concentrator and the final Caren Reservoir in the 
Cordillera de la Costa. 


The massive construction includes 10’ tunnels (14.2 kilometers), 8 waterfalls 
to prevent abrupt height differences, 16 bridges and a siphon located in Rio 
Cachapoal at Colihues Reservoir. 


The Caren Reservoir in the Cordillera de la Costa, the final destination of 
the rewash, will be constructed in seven stages. The last has a‘wall height 
of 68.5 meters and a capacity for 600 million cubic meters of rewash. 


High Infrastructure 


The new rewash disposal system includes indispensable infrastructure projects 
for its operation and maintenance. It is important to mention access roads, 
distribution canals, evacuation projects, emergency spillways, auxiliary con- 
struction to the required installations, communications and implementation. 


The scope of the project and the geographic obstacles that will have to be 
overcome to carry out the conduction and ultimate disposal of the rewash from 
El Teniente will once more demonstrate the level achieved by national engineer- 
ing and, especially, the CODELCO professionals. 
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CHILE 


PRIVATE SECTOR GIVEN ACCESS TO INTERVENED BANKS' STOCK 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 13 Nov 84 p C-l, C-2 
[Article: "Bill Facilitates Private Sector's Access to Intervened Banks" ] 


[Excerpt] A bill intended to normalize the situation of intervened banks 

and financial institutions will facilitate to the maximum the private sector's 
access to the purchase of stocks in those institutions, senior legislative 
sources reported yesterday. 


The bill is currently in the hands of the Joint Committee, presided over by 
the First Legislative Committee (Armada). The committee is awaiting 
recommendations that will be made soon by President Pinochet. The purpose 
of the recommendations is to formalize those points that are the exclusive 
initiative of the executive branch, in accordance with agreements reached 
between the legislative advisors and representatives of the head of state 
who participated in studying the text. 


Composed of members of the four legislative committees, the working group 
has until the end of this month to issue its final report on the bill, 
which will establish the mechanisms necessary to restore intervened banks 
to private status. After that, the Government Junta will proceed to study 
the bill and reach a decision on it. 


The bill covering intervened banks and financial institutions was submitted 

to the legislative process last 17 July. It is intended to solve the situation 
of the banks of Chile, Concepcion, Santiago, Internacional and Colocadora 
Nacionai de Valores. 


The text that the executive branch forwarded to the Government Junta called 
for temporary capitalization by the state of not more than 49 percent of 

the capital of each bank. It also provided for restoration of the intervened 
institutions to the private sector by the Superintendency of Banks and 
Financial Institutions within a maximum period of 5 years. 


The preliminary text also indicated that, to meet this objective, the 
treasury could transfer any stocks it might acquire in partial lots of not 
less than 20 percent of the total. 


The bill's first article further stated that the treasury is authorized to 
acquire from the Central Bank of Chile any loans the granting institution 
might have outstanding against intervened financial institutions as of the 
date the law is published. 
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CHILE 


NATION TAKES STEPS TO SOLIDIFY ANTARCTIC CLAIM 
School Established for Colonists 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 14 Nov 84 p C-7 
f[Article: "School Created in Antarctic"] 
[Text] The Ministry of Education yesterday officially approved the creation 
of the Villa Las Estrellas School F No 50 on the Lieutenant Marsh Air 


Force Base in the Chilean Antarctic. 


The founding of the school was established by exemption decree no 193, 
published in the DIARIO OFICIAL. 


The school will begin operating in March 1985 to meet the educational 
needs of children who are part of the first group of Chilean colonists in 
the Antarctic. 
Teaching duties will be performed by a married couple, Miguel Fuentes Cortes 
and Aida Bravo Mora. The two teachers are teacher's college graduates and 
have three children, 13, 9 and 6 years of age. 
The couple will travel to the Marsh Air Force Base next February. At present 
they are receiving specialized training to prepare them for the Antarctic 
climate in which they will be working. 
The teachers will remain the Antarctic territory for 2 years under contract 
to the Ministry of Public Education, commissioned to the Ministry of 
National Defense. 
School F No 50 will have 17 students when it opens. 

Shipyard to Construct Icebreaker 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 13 Nov 84 p C-5 


(Article: "Asmar Will Build Modern Icebreaker" ] 


[Text] Valdivia--Fishing boats and "marine equipment" constitute the best 
market for naval construction in our country, said Corvette Captain Luis 
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Ernesto Siebert Cristi yesterday. Siebert, who is assistant production 
manager of the Asmar-Talcahuano Naval Shipyards, made the statement at a 
conference at the Valdivia Professional Institute, where he announced that 
eonstruction of a modern icebreaker for the Chilean Antarctic Institute will 
begin in 1986. The icebreaker will be used for research and to protect 
Chilean sovereignty on the frozen continent. Siebert also announced that 
rapid missile launching vessels will be built, featuring the latest 
technology and the ability to fire heavy missiles. 
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CHILE 


1985 AIR FORCE HIGH COMMAND ANNOUNCED 

Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 24 Oct 84 p 9 

[Text] In an official communique, the Chilean Air Force yesterday announced 

the composition of its high command beginning in 1985. At the same time, it 
announced the retirement of three generals who had completed brilliant profes- 
sional careers. 

The new Chilean Air Force high command is composed as follows: 

Head of air force general staff: General of Aviation Carlos Desgroux Camus. 
Director of operations: General of Aviation Mario Lopez Tobar. 

Commander of the logistics command: General of Aviation Pablo Saldias Maripangue. 


Director general of civil aviation: General of Aviation Sergio Pineiro Correa. 


Commander of the personnel command: Air Brigadier General Vicente Rodriguez 
Bustos. 


Minister of transportation and telecommunications: Air Brigadier General 
Enrique Escobar Rodriguez. 


President of the aviation industry complex: Air Brigadier General (engineer) 
Caupolican Boisset Mujica. 


Air force auditor general: Air Brigadier General (jurisprudence) Enrique 
Montero Marx. 


Director of logistics command operations support: Air Brigadier General 
(engineer) Fritz Dreyer Hansen. 


Director of finances: Air Brigadier General (finances) Carlos Martinez Stagno. 


Director of logistics command general support: Air Brigadier General (trans- 
port) Eric Barrientos Cartagena. 


Director of health: Air Brigadier General (health) Elias Jacob Helo. 
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Commander in chief of the First Air Wing: Air Brigadier General Fernando Silva 
Corvalan. 


Air Attache at the Chilean Embassy in England: Air Brigadier General Leopoldo 
Porras Zuniga. 


Subdirector of operations: Air Brigadier General Ramon Vega Hidalgo. 


Commander in chief of the Second Air Wing and commander of the Santiago General 
Air Garrison: Air Brigadier General William Arroyo Zaninovic. 


Director of air force intelligence: Air Brigadier General Pedro Quinteros 
Sprovera. 


The generals who, after completing brilliant professional careers in the air 
force, retired from it are: 


Air Brigadier General Raul Vargas del Campo Silva; 
Air Brigadier General Sergio Contardo Flores; and 


Air Brigadier General Daniel Reveco Valenzuela. 
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CHILE 


BRIEFS 


STEEL FISHING BOATS LAUNCHED--The private industry Manufacturas Metalicas 
Ferrimar will build 31 steel fishing boats. The company officially opened 

for business yesterday by launching the first boat, named the "Delfina." The 
new San Antonio company is located on the Property occupied a few years ago 

by the now-bankrupt business Astilleros Arancibia. The "Delfina" is 14 meters 
long and can hold 35 tons of fish, and is one of two ships launched by the 
industry. The other is the "Cormoran," which is similar. Meanwhile, awaiting 
launch in a few days, are the "Manutara" and the "Don Rodrigo." The plan is 
to build 22 boats 12 to 20 meters long, and with 20 to 50 tons cargo capacity, 
for the small-scale fishermen of San Antonio; the remaining 9 will be for sea- 
men of the 12th Region. The material used is steel, which is expected to last 
40 years, longer than the traditional wooden boats. The project is financed 
by an Interamerican Development Bank/Development Corporation loan, and is 
expected to produce a boat every 6 days in the shops of the company, which 


increased the number of its workers from 12 to 65. Thus, while watching the 
launching, a group of small-scale fishermen expressed interest in an increase 


in the BID/Corfo loans to buy equipment and not just the hull and motor of 
the boat. [Text] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 18 Oct 84 p C-5] 8587 


GOVERNMENT CONTINUES DEPOSIT INSURANCE--Within the next year the government 
will establish a substitute insurance plan for deposits and bank accounts to 
insure depositors' funds. This was stated by Finance Minister Luis Escobar 
Cerda, in a report on the bill which the government junta began considering 
recently and which extends the present government insurance of deposits and 
Savings in the banking system until 31 December 1985. The present insurance 
system, established in Law 18,203, expires on 31 December of this year. "This 
is why Finance Minister Luis Escobar Cerda prepared the bill cited, to avoid 
the fear and apprehension of depositors anticipating a loss of the insurance 

at a particular time," the respective technical report stated. In the docu- 
ment, the spokesman also stated that "thus it is feasible for there to be an 
insurance system on these deposits and bank accounts and financial institu- 
tions for the coming year, and in addition, the bills that are presently under 
review, particularly one establishing rules for intervened banks, will cer- 
tainly contribute to swift normalization of the country's banking system. 
Therefore it seems sensible and reasonable to extend the government insurance 
System to 31 December 1985, under the same conditions contemplated in the pres- 
ent legislation," it added. [Excerpt] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 18 Oct 
84 p C-2] 8587 
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ENDESA OPERATING AT DEFICIT--ENDESA [National Electric Power, Inc.] experi- 
enced a complete turnabout during the first 9 months of this year compared to 
the same period in 1983. It went from a profit situation to a loss. The re- 
Sults of the period January-September 1984 showed that ENDESA suffered losses 
of 1,339,000,000 pesos while it had earned 4.19 billion in the same period in 
1983. This substantial change was basically caused by the negative change in 
the nonoperational account, mainly due to the strong impact the recent devalu- 
ation of the peso had on it. Due to the change in exchange parity, ENDESA had 
to charge 8,409,000,000 pesos to losses. This had substantial repercussions 
on its nonoperational account. At the operational level, ENDESA kept its per- 
formance within normal ranges with its profits even growing in real terms com- 
pared to the first 9 months of last year. [Excerpt] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in 
Spanish 9 Nov 84 p B-2] 7717 
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CUBA 


PARTY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVING MASS MEDIA DETAILED 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Sep 84 p 2 
[Article by Alina Martinez Triay] 


[Text] What are the shortcomings that still hamper the work of the 
mass media and what steps has the party taken in Santiago to eliminate 
them? The executive bureau of the provincial committee in Santiago 
recently gave a practical answer to this question in its analysis 

of criticism in the mass media, an analysis that led to specific 
decisions. 


Since many of the problems are common to other provinces, we feel 
that the assessments of the Santiago meeting and the agreed upon 
solutions represent a valuable experience. 


But before we delve into our explanations, we should point out that 

the forerunner to the analysis in Santiago was the systematic work 

of the provincial bureau, which has periodically examined how the 
party's resolutions in this sphere have been fulfilled; has closely 
monitored criticism in the media; has called on activists and rank- 
and-file organizations to conduct themselves in a manner consistent 
with their role in support of -he national and provincial mass media; 
has seen to it that the organizations criticized in the press, radio 
and television give convincing, timely replies; has fostered the 
development of opinion journalism and has stressed that it be practiced 
with the greatest possible degree of objectivity, depth and specialization. 


The results of the published criticism have been positive for the 
most part, inasmuch as most of the problems that were raised have 
received attention and been resolved. 


Nevertheless, even though major gains have beer made in criticism 
and, in general, in the effort to raise the quality of the mass media 
in the province, the efforts still do not measure up to the party's 
demands. 





Raising the Theoretical and Knowledge Level of Newsmen 


Some of the main shortcomings that the analysis by the executive 
bureau of the party's provincial committee brought out are inadequate 
political, ideological, technical and professional background among 
some journalists and their difficulties in accessing the information 
they need to practice analytical and opinion journalism. 


To overcome these problems, the party asked the Union of Journalists 
in the province to continue improving its members' command of 

theory and hard facts by organizing postgraduate courses, series of 
lectures, seminars, etc. 


It was also stressed that party officials and executives, mass organizations 
and the UJC [Union of Young Communists] must provide newsmen with 
more extensive and systematic information and guidance. 


Other ways of achieving this goal are to have provincial party and 
government leaders meet periodically with newsmen and to have the 
departments of the party's auxiliary apparatus invite them to meetings 
at which their respective work areas are analyzed, so that they can 
become familiar with the most important tasks and activities. 


The provincial bureau stressed that media criticism must address 

the fundamental problems in the local economy and indicated that 
executives in all the party's bodies could help a great deal in this 
regard by recommending the publication of criticism relating to problems 
or shortcomings that they have detected in the various areas they 

deal with. This was regarded as indispensable for the press to be 

able to address the key problems that in the party's judgment are 
curbing or hampering economic and social development in the province. 


It was learned that newsmen have been lacking in initiative in proposing 
critical reporting, because most of it has been suggested by the 
management of the various media. 


Criticism Must Not Go Unanswered 


One shortcoming in the province that has not been dealt 
with adequately is that media criticism does not always give rise 
to responses or steps to resolve problems. 


In order to achieve this in every instance, the management of the 
various media must be more demanding of newsmen and keep closer tabs 
on them so that the organizations with which fault has been found 
provide a convincing explanation of the problem that has been brought 
to the public's attention. 


The provincial bureau noted that it was harmful to publish criticism, 


draw the masses' attention to a shortcoming and then not resolve 








it because this approach gives rise to conjecture, uninformed opinions 
and even rumors or misinformation, which has nothing whatsoever to 
do with the goal being pursued. 


Another problem that the party detected is that the managers of the 

various mass media in the province do not make every effort or exhaust 
every channel they could to get «he criticized organizations or enterprises 
to react publicly to the shortcoming of which they are being accused. 


Greater Conscientiousness at Faulted Centers 


Pursuant to a resolution of the party's provincial bureau, a message 
was addressed to rank-and-file organizations in its newsletter in 
1982; they were given extensive information on criticism and the 

role that they should play in carrying out the instructions of higher- 
level bodies. 


Although progress has been made, the feeling was that the efforts 

in this regard should continue to be intensified and that the groups 

and committees at the centers criticized in the press ought to be 

more demanding. Moreover, the responsibility of party members involved 

in these situations should be looked irto in every instance, in accordance 
with the resolution of the Ninth Plenum of the Central Committee 

and the Political Bureau's recent guidelines. 


As part of this analysis of the press, the Department of Revolutionary 
Orientation of the municipality of Santiago cailed a meeting with 

10 rank-and-file party organizations whose radius of action included 
enterprise managements that had failed to comply with the Ninth Plenum's 
resolution on criticism, inasmuch as they had allowed more than 30 

days to pass without responding to published criticism. The meeting 
with these groups brought out that most of them had not taken 

the control measures that the resolution stipulates. 


During the second half of 1984 the party's municipal committees were 
scheduled to conduct an analysis of the problems plaguing the 
organizations and enterprises in their territory that have not responded 
to published criticism by the indicated deadline. This meeting, 
attended by press management, 1s a suitable setting in which all 

of the parties to this effort can gain a clearer idea of how to procede 
towards the common goal of keeping the public duly informed. 


Another measure suggested by the Santiago provincial bureau is to 
hold meetings at which criticism in the mass media is analyzed 
comprehensively, with input from all newsmen and the leadership of 
the party. 
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Support from People's Government 


A valuabie complement to the analysis by the party's provincial bureau 
was the study conducted by the executive committee of the People's 
Government on the Politburo's guidelines for boosting the news-reporting 
effectiveness of the press. 


The executive committee reached the conclusion that in spite of the 
gains that the province has made in reporting, there are still issues 
on which information is not being provided, which creates confusion 
and uneasiness among the public. This is unjustified because State 
secrets or strategies are not involved. 


The executive committee also felt that other channels have yet to 
be utilized to keep newsmen and editorial staff informed. 


It also felt that criticism in fundamental areas is not at the required 
level and that the percentage of responses from organizations and 
enterprises is often quite low. 


Another of the study's conclusions was that the links between the 
mass media and the people must continue to be expanded. 


In view of all this, the executive committee decided to take various 
specific measures to carry out the Politburo's guidelines. 


One of the main objectives is to establish solid ties with the press. 
In this regard, a decision was made to have the executive committee 
meet with newsmen and editorial staff of the mass media to inform 
them of the major activities that have been undertaken, those that 
are on the drawing board and the main issues that the provincial 
assembly would take up at its subsequent regular sessions. 


Press editors will have the chance to take part in the debate on 
various agenda items at the executive committee's meetings and will 
be invited on several tours having to do with the province's economic 
and social development. 


The provincial directors of the various sectors, in coordination 
with the UPEC [Union of Cuban Journalists], will present lectures 
to newsmen to help further their specialization. 


The provincial assemblies of the People's Government will be broadcast 
directly by the local station so thut the people can follow its debate 
on the issues. 


The decision was also made to establish timely arrangements to prevent 
any official or leader of People's Government organs from limiting 
press access to information and to enforce the corresponding penalties 
when they do so without justification. 
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Each executive committee, sector management and enterprises were 

asked to better publicize their activities and, in coordination with 
the CTC [Central Organization of Cuban Trade Unions], to pay greater 
attention to volunteer correspondents, because this will unquestionably 
help to broaden the news that reaches our people. 


In addition, the People's Government delegates will receive more 
Systematic information on the issues that are of interest to the 
masses so that they are in a better position to advise local voters. 


In its conclusions the Provincial People's Government stressed the 

need to expand reporting on violations of socialist law, price changes, 
the lack or reduced supplies of certain items that the public should 
have available, and the practical difficulties in carrying out technical 
and economic plans. 


The executive committee reaffirmed that ongoing attention must be 
devoted to the technical and material expansion of the province's 
radio station, to strengthening its organization and to upgrading the 
quality of its administrative and technical staff. It also pointed 
out that the station operates 24 hours a day, which means that news 
that breaks late at night or early in the morning does not have to 
wait until later that morning. 


Other recommendations were that newsmen place greater emphasis on 

their reporting during their weekly visits to different municipalities; 
that the public be given more opportunities to voice its views so 

that the interests of various groups are represented; that a strong 
movement of volunteer correspondents be developed at major centers; 

that appropriate publicity be given to forthcoming major criticism, 

which the interested officials should be invited to hear; and that 
editors be tougher and more demanding with newsmen who show a lack 

of discipline, are slow to seek out sources and on occasion arrive 
unjustifiably late to the activities that they are supposed to report on. 


The assessments that the party and the government in the province 
of Santiago made concerning the mass media and the steps that they 
suggested to improve criticism and, in general, make reporting more 
effective, were adapted by the management of each mass medium to 
its particular characteristics 


Much remains to be done to resolve the complex problems that have 
hampered the proper operation of the press, radio and television 
over the years. 


This 1s not a short-term effort. On the contrary, it is an ongoing 
duty not only of media management and reporters but of all party 
and government executives, of administrative officials in all of 
the party's bodies and groups, who must earnestly see to it that 
the party's resolutions in this sphere are complied with. 
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Santiago has conducted a serious, in-depth analysis of the difficulties 
and shortcomings in this activity and it has thus been able to take 
specific steps to resolve them. By applying these steps consistently 
it will help to realize our party's goal of constantly boosting the 
effectiveness of our journalism, which is an indispensable requirement 
for confronting and beating back any enemy attack in the field of 

ideas and news for our people. 
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CUBA 


CAMAGUEY TEACHERS OF MARXISM-LENINISM HOLD CONFERENCE 
Camaguey ADELANTE in Spanish 20 Sep 84 p 1 
[Article by Enrique Atienzar Rivero] 


[Text] The First Provincial Gathering of Teachers of Marxism-Leninism in the 
National Educational System, which was held in Camaguey yesterday, assessed 
the importance of the teaching discipline in raising political awareness and 
strengthening revolutionary convictions, and it set forth guidelines for im- 
proving the work of teachers and students in higher education, for achieving 
better control of periodic evaluation of classes, and for resolving the dif- 
ficulties encountered with bibliographic material. 


A teacher at the Martires de Pino Tres Polytechnical School described the 
experience of that center in linking Marxism-Leninism with social practice, 
and he called for generalizing this experience, as directed in the instruc- 
tions of the Secretariat of the Central Committee of the party. 


In other speeches, the feelings of the teachers concerning advancement con- 
Sistent with their potential, postgraduate courses in places distant from 
the provincial seat, increasing subsidies for events on this level, which 
expand theoretical horizons, raising the academic level of those embarking on 
professional social science studies, and linking interdepartmental experience 
from the methodological and research points of view, were set forth. 


Rodobaldo Diaz, deputy head of the Political and Ideological Education De- 
partment of the Central Committee of the party, termed the gathering "magni- 
ficent," and said that conditions must be created so that the second meeting 
will be qualitatively better. 


He congratulated the provincial party committee on its initiative in holding 
this event, and he stressed the achievement in Camaguey in this type of educa- 
tion. He commented on the studies being carried out to perfect the program, 
to resolve bibliographic problems and to maintain the full and systematic 
nature of the study plans. 


The deputy head of the department stressed advanced training for the 
teachers, and as a basic issue, their self-training, using every possible 
means, including specialized national publications which deal with inter- 
national political problems. 
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At the speakers table to preside at the meeting were Luis Rodriguez, substi- 
tute member of the Central Committee and second secretary of the party in 
Camaguey; Marcial Dacal, member of the Provincial Party Bureau; Hector 
Rodriguez, head of the Internal Education Department of the party; and other 
party leaders and representatives of the youth and mass organizations. 
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CUBA 


DECISIONS OF LAS VILLAS UNIVERSITY STUDENT FEDERATION REPORTED 
Santa Clara VANGUARDIA in Spanish 30 Sep 84 p l 


[Article by Rosa Cristina Molerio: "Vecino Alegret Praises Quality of Com- 
mitment at Central University"] 


[Text] The quality of the process of making commitments in connection with 
the report rendered by the Ministry of Higher Education (MES) to the National 
People's Government Assembly at the educational institutions in the country, 
the Central University of Las Villas in particular, was praised by Fernando 
Vecino Alegret, a member of the Central Committee of the party and minister 
of higher education. 


Speaking at the evaluation assembly of the Federation of University Students 
(FEU) at this educational institution, the minister reported that this is the 
seventh body to render an account of its administration to the highest govern- 
ment body, and that the recently initiated process has become a broad movement 
mobilizing the masses and rallying the students and workers in the sector. 


He said that one of the basic purposes must be progress toward systematizing 
individual studies, such as to achieve qualitative leaps in advancement and 

to encourage the participation of young people in sports, cultural and rec- 

reationa! activities, as well as in scientific campaigns and events. 


In conclusion, he discussed aspects of the future work to develop the techni- 
cal sciences, currently involving some 34,000 students throughout the country. 
This figure should exceed 50,000 in the coming years, with the students' 

potential and situation being taken into account in their vocational training. 


At the meeting, the student membership announced the commitments made in 
salute to the report rendered by the MES, in which the most notable goals 
included continuing the work to maintain the National Vanguard status and to 
win the UJC [Union of Young Communists] Honor Banner. 


The program of tasks to be carried out included, among other topics of inter- 
est, recommendations for the analysis and implementation, within the brigades, 
of steps to improve the attitude of the students in struggle and the campaign 
against dropouts. Other goals include strict execution of the activities 
planned for the training year for those enrolled in the MTT [Territorial 
Troops Militia] regiments, and maintenance of the highest level of combat 
readiness assigned by the command. 
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During this phase, the "Ready for Production and Defense" movement will be 
strengthened, work will be done to achieve the "20 October Cultural Unit" 
status for all faculties and centers, and also the methods for channeling 
students’ suggestions, by means of convincing responses, will be perfected. 


Other aspects call for increasing the exigency on the brigade and collective 
level in order to eliminate evidences of improper social conduct and formal 
education, as well as systematizing political information activities and the 
publicizing of the tasks in connection with the 12th Festival. 


In the central report delivered by Esther Lilia Perez Coello, outgoing presi- 
dent of the FEU at this institution, the need to strengthen the work of prep- 
aration for brigade meetings during this school year was set forth. This is 
necessary in order to ensure discussion of the problems of the student body 
and to increase the role of the FEU in advancement, representation of student 
interests, competition and formal education. 


Special emphasis was placed on achieving full promotion based on ordinary 
examinations, with an effort by each student to achieve an average of at 
least 4 points during the school year, which in the preceding phase was 
achieved by 43.1 percent of the total. 


The systematizing and perfecting of the FEU members at the University Experi- 
mental Station, enrollment of the Student Labor Brigades (BET) during the 
vacation period, increasing the number of monitors, and the establishment of 
cultural, sports and recreational development groups were also analyzed, 
among other topics. 


After the discussion, which was combative in nature and involved more than 50 
speakers, the nominations for the FEUCouncil and Secretariat which wil] 
direct the work of the student organization during the 1984-85 school year 
were made. 
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CUBA 


REEDUCATION CENTER FOR MINORS INAUGURATED IN CIENFUEGOS PROVINCE 
Cienfuegos 5 DE SEPTIEMBRE in Spanish 11 Oct 84 p l 
[Article by Claribel Terre Morell] 


[Text] A reeducation center for minors with a capacity of 150 boarders was 
inaugurated in the province at a ceremony attended by Major General Pascual 
Martinez Gil, a member of the Central Committee of the party, and Brigadier 
General Angel Martir Carrion, a substitute member of the Central Committee, 
both vice ministers at the Ministry of Interior. 


In the course of the inauguration ceremony, Rafael Garcia Olano, one of the 
boarding students enrolled at the center, read the promise in which the 
minors set forth their readiness to maintain discipline, the habits of formal 
education and proper care of the premises, as well as to join in the military 
and political tasks and to prepare themselves to rejoin society. 


Lt Col Nicolas Morales of the Ministry of Interior staff for this territory, 
said in his concluding address: "We are aware of the responsibility which 
rests on our shoulders. Precisely pertinent to ttr.is act is a portion of the 
statements reiterated by our minister in his concluding address at the 1983 
work evaluation meeting, when he said that "these centers are becoming mode] 
institutions of which the revolution can be proud, both from the material 
point of view and in terms of the goals they are achieving in the training 
and reeducation of the boarding students with a view to their reintegration 
in society." 


He also confirmed the decision of all of the commissioned and noncommissioned 
officers, soldiers, civilian workers and teachers at this center to carry out 
the task assigned to them by the revolution. 


Later, the two vice ministers toured the various areas in the reeducation 
center, including classrooms, dormitories, dining rooms, storage areas, 
infirmary, barber shop, production workship and sports complex, including a 
swimming pool. 


They were accompanied by Vicente Antonio Muniz, second party secretary in the 
province, and Col Carlos Gonzalez, the Ministry of Interior Representative in 
Cienfuegos. 
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TRADE WITH CARICOM UP MARKEDLY IN SECOND OUAR!ER 


Bridyetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 15 Nov 84 p 9 


iText | 


CSO: 


ROSEAU, Dominica, Wednesday 
(CANA) — Dominica has reported a 
1984 second quarter EC$2,3 million 
increase in trade with Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) member 
countries, the Statistical Department 
announced yesterday. * 

In its quarterly Overseas Trade 
Report, the department said the in- 
crease was $6.5 million or 244.9 per cent 
over the first quarter of 1984. 

Jamaica, it said, absorbed 49.8 per 
cent of the total domestic exports to 
Caricom while Trinidad and Tobago 
accounted for 21.3 per cent. The 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States (OECS) absorbed 22.5 per cent 
while the rest of Caricom took 77.5 per 
cent. 

“The Caricom region absorbed in 
dellar value 9.2 million East Caribbean 
dollars,’’ the department said, adding: 
“Exports to the OECS members are 
mainly in fruits and vegetables, while 
most of the manufactured products go 
to the rest of Caricom, though Trinidad 
and Tobago and Barbados also absorb a 
small percentage of fruits and 
vegetables.” 

The department said Dominica 
imported 36 per cent of its gouds from 


3298/1884 


Trinidad and Tobago while on the 
“other hand 30 per cent of the 47.6 per 
cent of imports from the OFCS comes 
from St. Lucia. 

‘When these figures are compared. 
with those for the first quarter of 1984, it | 


‘ shows that imports from the Caricom ; 


region decreased by nine per cent! 
representing a dollar value of $8 
million and when compared with the 
second quarter of 1983 it shows that 
Caricom imports have also declined by | 
a cent or $1.3 million,’’ the report 
said. 

The department added that 
despite an overall improvement in the | 
terms of trade during the second | 
quarter, the deficit on visible trade | 
widened from $22.6 million to $40.9 
million, an increase of 80.7 per cent 
over the corresponding period for 1983. 

Bananas, toilet and household soaps 
and galvanised sheets accounted for 
$15.7 million of the export value of the 
total domestic exports, the department 
said, noting that coconut oil (refined 
and crude) exports to Jamaica in- 
creased rapidly over the preceding 
quarter, primarily as a result of the 
removal of import restrictions in that 
market. 














DOMINICA 


BRIEFS 


CHARLES ON IDEOLOGY--ROSEAU, Mon., (AP)--PRIME MINISTER Eugenia CHarles warned 
this weekend that politics ideologies must not be permitted to interfere with 
the country's development needs. In an address before the inaugural meeting 
of the Village Council at Boetica, in the south-eastern part of the island, 
Miss Charles recalled the crisis politics provoked in neighbouring Grenada. 
"We have seen what ideology did to destroy Grenada, are we going to allow ide- 
ology to come to Dominica?" Miss Charles said. "It must never happen. Let me 
make it quite clear that each man can stand to his own ideology, but when it 
comes to Boetica he must forget the ideology and build Boetica...the country," 
she added. Referring to the ideological debate, the Prime Minister said 
neither communism nor capitalism could call the other an exploiter. "If the 
capitalist is supposed to exploit the riches, the communist exploits the 
mind."" [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Nov 84 p 5] 
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GRENADA 


ST LUCIA PAPER SAYS GAIRY HAS POST-ELECTION DEATH LIST 
Castries CRUSADER in English 27 Oct 84 p 6 
Another Grenada 


[Unsigned article: '"Grenadians Fear the Returm of Gairy. 





Massacre: 


More Than a Hundred on Death List"] 


[Text ] With only about 5 weeks to go befor U.S SUPPORT GAIRY 
Grenada's Decernber 3rd General Elections 
there are thousands of frightened Grena The reference of this soldier to’’“A man we 
Gians sitting, waiting and praying thal know and with whom we could deal” 
somehow something 1s going to happer served to strengthen a suspicion which ts 


with those tense Gays which will ensure the voiced by many Grenadians, that the 
defeat of the Gairy party, the Grenada United States of America, while officially 
United Labour Party, at the polls Gairy’s taking the stance that it is not interfering in 


supporters excepted, every Grenadian % 
whom | spoke during the last week voiced 
fears that if Gairy and his thugs were 
returned to power this would lead to a 
massacre of Grenadians who oppose the 
GULP and the re-surfacing of the terror 
tactics for which Gairy and his infamous 
Mongoose Gang of secret police are 
well-known $ 


well known 


A FRIGHTENED PEOPLE IN AN OCCU 
PIED COUNTRY 


Grenada is today, Clearly a country under 


Grenada’s electoral process, but would 
prefer to see the New Nationa! Party, under 
Herbert Biaize, a lawyer, win the election, 
America is in fact financing and supporting 
Eric Gairy and his Grenada United Labour 
Party in its bid to form the next Elected 
Government in Grenada. Those suspicions 
are further heightened by the warm 
camaraderie which has developed in recent 
trmes between Gairy himself and certain 
top-ranking members of the British High 
Commission assigned to Grenade. A 
frequent visitor to Garry's Lucas Street 
residence is no less a person than John 
Kelly the British Government Representa- 
tive to Grenada 


seize It suffers from the repressiveness of 

a large US. Occupying Force whose Mr Kelly pays long personal visits to Eric 
presence is seen and felt all over the Gairy at his residerice and this gives the 
country US army personre! boldly impression that the British are concerned 


dressed in uniforms complain about “the 
damn ineptiness of this lazy 

government which is afraid to take 
decisions, especially when it comes to 
spending revenue.” The US. make no 
bones about their dissatisfaction with what 
they consider the ‘ineptiness of certain 
muinisters’’ and one soldier remarked ‘thank 
God they don’t have much longer. In 
another few weeks we'll have A MAN WE 
KNOW AND WITH WHOM WE COULD 
DEAL” 
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that the Americans are expecting a Gairy 
victory 


It appears that the US ts playing the 
diplomatic game, with this man who was 
wanted for murder by the People’s 
REvolutionary Government. On Thursday 
of this week John Kelly was seen visiting 
aairy at Gairy’s private residence. He and 
Gairy went into a room where they stayed 
alone for over 67 minutes - Over one hour 
and 17 minutes’ At 355 p.m. they had 











already entered that private room in Gairy’s 
house and at 512 pm. when we ended our 
observation to move On with this report the 
British Government's representative was 
sull talking in secret with this man whom 
the people of Grenada, under the P.R.G 
had as a man wanted for murder | 
wondered about these discussrgns and 
what relevance they nad for the farthcom- 
ing elections. 


OVER 100 PERSONS ON GULP DEATH 
LIST 


Both. the New Nationa! Party of Herbert 
Blaize and the Maurice Bishop Memorial 
Party of Kendrick Radix and George 
Lourson, are fighting the elections with the 
slogans of peace. They are trying to heal 
the many serious wounds of the past years 
and unite Grenadians in their attempts to 
move their country forward. While they are 
doing this, there are rumours, very strong 
rumours’ On the ground’ that the Grenada 
United Labour Party plans to liquidate over 
100 Grenadians in revenge acts, after it 
wins - and the G_U_L.P. supporters say they 
will win - the upcoming elections. Many 
ordinary Grenadians say they are sure that 
the list does in fact exist and that the Gairy 
Government will indeed go on a killing 
spree as soon as it gets back into 
government. Others say that they have 
spoken to persons who have actually seen 
the jist and that many prominent Grena- 
dians and former members of the P.R.G. 
and P. R.A. are on the list. These people 
Say they are scared, they are frightened 
that Grenada will enter a period of killings 
and murders as has never been experienced 
in the country’s history. Others say that 
Gairy’s Party's Plan is to exterminate its 
opponents one at a time starting at No. 1 
on the list and going right through to No. 
100 plus... 


UNCERTAINITY ABOUT HOW THE KILL 
INGS WILL TAKE PLACE 


Nobody seems to be certain about how the 
Gairy Party intends to implement the plan 
to wipe Out Gairy’s critics or even if Gairy 
himself was involved in drawing up the 
death list, but one thing they all agree on is 
that the party does have the list and wil 
Carry Out the killings if ever it gets back into 
power. Gairy himself was unavailable for 
comment because this reporter met with 
little success on the four occassions he 
attempted to speak with Gairy. On the first 
three attempts no one answered my many 
Calls at the main door although there was 
Obvious activity inside and | had good 


reason to believe that Gairy was there. Eric 
Gairy iS @ very superstitious man whom 
many people say believes in the occult and 
therefore it is difficult to even attempt to try 
to analyse the reasons behind his actions 
One cannot therefore explain why neither 
he nor one of his many attendants did not 
answer my calls . My fourth attempt to 
interview Gairy was at 355 p.m. on 
Thursday 25th October when the British 
Government Representative John Kelly 
vas inside Gairy’s private room for 67 
minutes 


THE THREATS STORMINGS AND. 


BEATINGS HAVE STARTED 


The fears of Grenadians that the Gairy 
regime will re-introduce murders and 
beatings of ordinary citizens both as a form 
of revenge and as a Style of repressive 
government are not without foundation. 

Apart from the death list which many 
Grenadians insist has been drawn up, Gairy 
supporters are going around the country 
threatening people whom they believe do 
not support them. There have been many 
reports of Gairy’s supporters stoning 
meetings of other politica! parties around 
the country. Both Kenrick Radix and 
George Louison of the Maurice Bishop 
Memorial Party have stated that Gairy’s 
supporters are threatening the people. On 
Thursday night this reporter witnessed a 
member of Gairy’s former Mongoose Gang 
creating a nuisance and attempting to 
provoke a fight at a meeting which was 
being held by the New Nationa! Party at 
Vinceines in the parish of St. David 


BUSTED LEAD 


In the northern perish o; Sauteurs two 
Saturdays ago a former Mongoose Gang 
Member became involved in a pclitical 
argument with a young men and it ended 
with the former Mongoose Gang member 
pelting a stone and bursting the young 
man’s head then boasting “‘after the 
election it won't be stone for all like you. 
Let Uncle (Gairy) get in and it will be guns 
for so” 


“GREEN FACE” KICKS UP YOUNG MEN 


Last week another member of the former 
Gairy’s Mongoose Gairy, who is at present 
one of Gairy’s Campaign Managers, Lester 
Desauza, alias Green face, got involved 
with a young man in a political argument 
while they were both inside Bata Shoe 
store in St. George’s, Grenada’s Capital 
city. It appears that the young man got the 
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better of the argument and the people 
around were spurring him on To 
everyone's surprise Green face unleashed a 
series Of kicks and punches on the 
youngster and left him bleeding on the 
ground, telling the youngster that this was 
only a lesson for him, that after the 
elections ‘‘more would be coming”. 


Grim stories circulate around Grenada 
recalling the horrors of the Gairy Regime in 
pre-Revolution days. Many Grenadians 
now tremble at the thought of returning to 
Uncle Gairy’s REIGN OF TERROR. 








GUYANA 


BURNHAM SURPRISES UNIONS WITH RETROACTIVE WAGE OFFER 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Nov 84 p 5 


[Text] GEORGETOWN, Mon., (AP)--GUYANA'S President Forbes Burnham has an- 
nounced a $19 million about $40 million (TT) payment to the nation's workers 
as a retroactive increase in the minimum wage. The surprise announcement came 
during the opening session of the conference of the Guyana Labour Union, the 
oldest trade union in Guyana, which Burnham heads as President General. 


Workers would receive payments retroactive from January of this year, Mr. 
Burnham said. He added that the new wage structure would be an interim ar- 
rangement, pending the outcome of on-going wage talks between the Guyana Gov- 
ernment and the Guyana Trades Union Congress (TUC). 


The new minimum monthly wage would be $360 (G) ($86.40 US), he said with the 
daily minimum set at $15,10 (G) ($3.62 US). 


Addressing thousands of union members at Sophia Convention Centre in George- 
town, Mr. Burnham said his actions were prompted by what he described as "much 
foot-dragging" by representatives of the TUC and the Government on the wages 
and salaries increase issue. 


"My intervention takes into account the right of the TUC to bargain unfet- 
tered. But it is also the right of the people to have relief now," Mr. 
Burnham told his audience. Payments would begin at the end of November, he 
said. 


Guyana Trades Union Congress had been asking for a $25-a-day minimum wage, an 
amount which Mr. Burnham said would cost the Government about $639 million and 
“which the Government cannot now afford," according to the Guyana leader. 


In his speech, Mr. burnham undertook to ensure that several basic consumer 
items are being made more readily available. 
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GUYANA 


BRLEFS 


FOOR IMPORT BAN--GEORGETOWN, Sun; (Cana)--GUYANA President Forbes Burnham has 
announced a total ban on imports of wheat flour, onions, sardines and english 
potatoes. In an address to the loth delegates convention of the Guyana Labour 
Union (GLU) ’sesident Burnham said: "There will be an immediate seizure of 
any such food items entering the country and vehicles which are ‘1sed for 
transporting such items will also be seized." Under a policy of saving 
foreign exchange and promoting import-substitution of government in 1977 
published a list of more than 50 items, importation of which was either 
restricted or banned. Wheat flour, onions, sardines were on the list, but 
Guyanese abroad were allowed to bring in 10 pounds of wheaten flour. However 
Burnham declared last night: "All contraband food items will be seized." The 
President added that government would be taking a similar look at imported 
clothing. [Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Nov 84 p 5] 
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HONDURAS 


M-LIDER CALLS SUAZO CORDOVA GOVERNMENT 'ANTILIBERAL' 
PA292356 Tegucigalpa Cadena Audio Video in Spanish 1145 GMT 29 Nov 84 


[Message from the Liberal Revolutionary Democratic Movement, M-LIDER: "Three 
Years After the Liberal Party's Triumph"] 


[Text] Liberals, Hondurans, militants of the M-LIDER, the complete revision 
cf the military treaties with the United States should entail an ample, pub- 
lic, and democratic discussion in keeping with Honduras' sacred interests. 
The Honduran people do not want foreign military bases, be they temporary or 
permanent. Three years after the impressive Liberal victory, it is time to 
judge the actions of Suazo Cordova's government. This should be done in 
light of the doctrinal principles set down by the great ideologists of 
Honduran liberalism. 


Celeo Arias, an exponent of late 19th century liberal philosophy, summed up 
his ideas in a group of political, social, and economic rights, which be- 
came the cornerstone of the constitutionalist movement headed by Policarpo 
Bonilia. 


Among the main postulates of the “Liberal Party, Celeo Arias pointed to indi- 
vidual security strengthened by the guarantee of habeas corpus; the abolition 
of torture; no reelection of presidents; the absolute independence of the 
legislative, executive, and judicial branches; internal peace, that is, har- 
mony between the people and the government; external peace based upon respect 
for and the strict observance of international law; and respect for the Con- 
Stitution and the laws. These principles were at the same time incorporated 
into the 90-point program proposed by Zuniga (Huete) as his platform during 
the 1948 electoral campaign. 


[It fell to the Villeda Morales government to implement the ideological 
content of the liberal platform enriched with the social approach that Zuniga 


(Huete) had imprinted upon it. Today, throughout the Suazo Cordova admin- 
istration, this entire doctrinal legacy that constitutes the essence of the 


liberal credo has been totally disregarded. The following actions and omis- 
sions of the present regime confirm its antiliberal character. 





1. One-half of the cases of missing persons were reported during the current 
government's term. Thus, the Liberal Party, which has been a symbol of the 
defense of human rights, will bear historical responsibility for such hor- 
rendous events. Tomorrow, as proof of the government's refusal to investigate 
the case of the missing persons, we will have the statements of the president 
saying that the missing persons are in other countries undergoing training. 
we will also cite the statements of the president of the Supreme Court, who 
has denied the existence of missing persons, and finally, the words of the 
president of the National Congress will be remembered, when he said that all 
persons who linked the Security forces to the violation of human rights were 
enemies of Honduras. 


2. The National Congress" approval of the establishment of the CREMS [Region- 
al Military Training and Security Center] and the training of Salvadoran Army 
troops is an affront to the Liberal Party. These events would not have been 
possible without the agreement of these destructive liberals. 


3. The party will be blamed for the ignominious proposals made by the govern- 
ment to the Kissinger Commission to convert Honduras into a protectorate or a 
free associated state. 


4. The accusing finger will point to the Ligeral Party for imposing the bur- 
den of the crisis on the poor sectors by adopting an antipopular and anti- 
national economic policy. The approval of three tax packages is still fresh 
in our minds, as well as the tax exemptions to transnational companies. 


>. The great division caused within the great Honduran family will be looked 
upon as a characteristic of the present government, with the application of 
the boatman's [teoria del barquero] theory within popular organizations. 

Such censurable conduct goes against the principles stated by Celeo Arias 

on the harmony between people and government. 


6. The Liberal Party will be blamed for the government's accepting the heralds 
of war who espouse international causes as their spokesmen of peace. This 

has further divided the Honduran people. Likewise, it will also be mentioned 
that in this deeply Christian country, the doors were opened to a sect that 
anathematizes the basic tenets of Christianity. 

7, The Liberal Party flag will be scorned because of all of the corrupt 
actions that have gone unpunished under the present administration. 


$. The internationalization of peace is impossible until there is peace in 
Honduran homes, which suffer the anguish, uncertainty, and desperation caused 
by unemployment. 

9, The Liberal Party will be accused of 
ence of the three branches of the state. 


showing disrespect for the independ- 





lO. The Liberal Party, in short, will be pointed to for the paralyzation 
of the agrarian reform, formerly the pride of a liberal government. However, 
the truth is--keep this in mind Honduran--that this is not the work of the 








Liberal Party, but of a clique that renounces the principles of liberalism. 

It is the responsibility of a small group that for 2 and 1/2 years has ap- 
plied a doctrine of national security instead of the liberal doctrine. The 
crimes against the fatherland and the people cannot be attributed to the 
Liberal Party, because this government is not liberal. The governments of 
Morazan, of Marco Aurelio Soto, Policarpo Bonilla, Mejia Colindres, and 
Villeda Morales were Liberal. This government, on the contrary, is liberal 

on the outside and very antiliberal on the inside. Good health to you, fellow 
countrymen. 
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HONDURAS 






BRIEFS 





FOREIGN POLICY CRITICIZED AS SUBSERVIENT TO U.S.--The Committee for Defense 
of Peace in Central America [Comite Pro-Defensa de la Paz en Centroamerica| 
has asked the Honduran Government to sign the Contadora document for peace 
and cooperation in the region. Ina communique published in Tegucigalpa, the 
committee stated that the covert war against Nicaragua could become direct 
aggression at any moment and that the only way to prevent this is to sign 

the Contadora document without the changes that Honduras, El Salvador, and 
Costa Rica are seeking. The Committee for Defense of Peace in Central Ameri- 
ca accused the Honduran Government of implementing a warmongering and inter- 
ventionist policy in the region with the open support of the United States, 
The communique added that Honduran foreign policy has been subordinated to 
the U.S. Government's interests, especially with regard to joint maneuvers 
that are not necessary for national defense. [Text] [Havana International 
service in Spanish 1800 GMT 26 Nov 84 PA] 















OUTGOING SOUTH KOREAN ENVOY--South Korean Ambassador Hae-yung Chony met with 
Honduran President Roberto Suazo Cordova yesterday to bid him farewell at 
end of his 4-year mission as ambassador to Guatemala and Hondura. [Summary ] 
[San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 28 Nov 84 p 2 PA] 
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MONTSERRAT 


BRIEFS 


POWER COMPANY TAKEOVER--Plymouth, Mon., (Cana): MONTSERRAT Government has 
assumed full ownership of the island's lone power company, the privately- 
owned Radio Antilles has reported. The radio said the Government had pur- 
chased the shareholding of the British-based Commonwealth Development 
Corporation (CDC), at CDC's request. Both parties signed an agreement last 
week to effect the takeover. The percentage of the CDC's shares in Mont- 
serrat Electricity Services (Monlec) was not given. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 13 Nov 84 p 5) 


CANADIAN AID FOR WATER SYSTEM--Plymouth, 2 Nov (CANA)--Canada is providing 

1 million dollars (one EC dollar; 37 cents U.S.) to Montserrat to help in- 
prove the British colony's water suppl; system, Barbados-based Canadian high 
commissioner to the eastern Caribbean Noble Power said today. The funds are 
covered under a memorandum of understanding signed by the two governments. 
Part of the money will be used to purchase materials needed to repair and 
refurbish 18 reservoirs, New iron pipes and a technologically advanced pro- 
tection system to prevent corrosion of metal components of the water system 
will also be bought. The agreement also covers provision of the services 

of a Canadian water systems engineer who will work with the state-run water 
authority in implementing the project. Canada previously assisted Montserrat 
to develop its groundwater and spring water supplies by constructing supply 
mains, pumping stations, service reservoirs, and distribution mains. That 
aid package totalled 5.3 million dollars. [Text] [Bridgetown CANA in English 
2024 GMT 2 Nov 84 FL] 
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NETUERLANDS ANTILLES 


CONFERENCE FALLS TO RESOLVE FINANCLAL PIEPRRENerS 
Che Uague ANP NEWS BULLETIN in English 9 Nov &4 » 2? 


[Text ] 


Willems t ad, November 9 - A four-day ministerial conference 
on the future of the Netherlands Antilles after Aruba breaks away 
in 1986 ended here |ast night with progress made on constitutional 
issues but failure to resolve financial problems, our correspondent 
reports. 

Vutch Antiilean Affairs Minister Jan de Koning said the talks 
had been marred by fundamental differences on Holland's financial 
role in the isiand's future. 

But he said consensus was reached on the rough outline of 
a cooperative framework to be established between Aruba and its 
five partner islands after Aruba secedes as planned on January 1, 1986 

the envisaged cooperative ministers" council would include two 
prime ministers, two ministers from Aruba and two ministers from the 
remaining five Caribbean islands, he added, 

De Koning said Holland's view on its contribution to a so-called 
solidarity fund had provided no room for agreement. 

Holland refused to budge from its stand that it wiil make no more 
than a symbolic 10 per cent contribution to the fund, which is to 
help cover the budget deficits of the smaller islands after Aruba's 
Secession, 


"Step Backwards' 





The Dutch minister said he would now consult the Dutch cxrbdinet 
and the Second Chamber Committee for Antillean Affairs on the impasse 
reached in talks here with the central government and leaders of the 
Six islands. 

The minister said it was too early for Holland to revise 
Standpoint on the contribution. He said the extent of HOdlland' 


participation in the fund would prove decisive for Dutch-Antililecan 
relations tor years to come, 
A larger Dutch share would ‘turn back the clock' in rel 


between the Netherlands and the islands, whicn have been a fina 
autonomous part of the kingdom since 1954, 











‘lf we take a step backwards on this point, 


the relations between Holland and the Anti 


i foresee great problen 
lles, and especiaily a 
talitative loss in cooperation within the kingdom', De Koning said, 
De Koning will present a report on the conference to the cabinet 
:nd the standing Second Chamber Committee on Antillean Affairs when 
he returns to Holland. 
He said talks with these two bodies on the financial impasse would 
determine whether Holland would propose a compromise to bridge th 
CJisagreement. De Koning returns to Holland tomorrow (Saturday) 


, 


plans to return to the Antilles for further talks 


next January. 











NICARAGUA 


PCN 'IN EXILE' ISSUES MANIFESTO CRITICIZING ARTURO CRUZ 
PA261708 Panama City LA REPUBLICA in Spanish 20 Nov 84 p 7 


[Manifesto issued by the Nicaraguan Corservative Party "in exile" in San Jose, 
Costa Rica dated 17 November 1984] 


[Text] As a result of Dr Arturo Cruz' latest declarations made public by well- 
known news agencies, the Nicaraguan Conservative Party [PCN] in exile has been 
forced to address the Nicaraguan people and the wocld. 


We hope that Dr Cruz will correct, as soon as possible, his declarations that 
not only perplex national and international opinion, but also destroy the 
political and patriotic personality represented by + Cruz in the great cru- 
sade for the liberation of the Nicaraguan people. 


The PCN established an alliance with the Ramiro Sacasa Guerrero Democratic 
Coordinating Board [CDN] to create a single front to face the Managua regime's 
dictatorial decision to impose a certain Ortega, carrying the title of 
"president," through force and terror and against the people's will. The CDN 
and the PCN chose Dr Cruz as opposition candidates. Dr Cruz was praised and 
admired both in and out of the country for having the courage to try to 
domestically organize our people to demonstrate to the world that the Marxist- 
Leninist tyranny in our homeland could not hold free elections where the 
Nicaraguan people could freely elect its government according to democratic 
principles. 


Our party noted the fact that after the electoral farce was over, Dr Cruz 
returned to Nicaragua and almost immediately christened Ortega "president- 
elect" and "president in fact," when what had really happened in our unfortu- 
nate country was a political-juridical monstrosity that affected not only 
Nicaragua but also the continental systen as well. 


In his declarations Dr Cruz said: "An eventual change in the Sandinist govern- 
ment policy would allow greater political pluralism in Nicaragua and the pos- 
Sibility of solving the nation's problems, as well «as those of other Central 
American nations. History has demonstrated that no Marxist-Leninist regime 
has ever yielded territory conquered through force and deception to democra- 
cles that have naively believed that the necessary conditions for democrat iza- 
tion will be created through evolution. [In addition, our party asks Dr Cruz: 
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What is your idea of political pluralism? Will it be a power in the sense that 
it was described in a secret document in Brazil? We conservatives understand 
political pluralism to be one in which parties, unions, private enterprise, 

the press, and radio stations can operate and enjoy freedom of expression, 
unlike the current Nicaraguan experience where terror prevails over law, 

where legitimate parties are replaced by other organizations, where the press 
is censored daily, where only regime-ruled unions are allowed, and where a dis- 
proportionate arms race forecasts expansionist attacks against other nations in 
the area. Dr Cruz has asserted: "Although they lean to the Marxist-Leninist 
ideology within the Sandinist directorate, Daniel Ortega and the so-called 
third faction have been the most moderate and have always demonstrated great 
willingness for pluralism and concessions." Mr Cruz, the PCN believes the 
so-called third faction, a mixture of communists and opportunists, is the 

group most responsible for Nicaragua's current crisis because these opportun- 
ists are the cover used by extremists to seize power. This is not a matter ol 
concessions, but of a people's inalienable rights that cannot be delegated tor 
them to be able to live free of fear in their homeland with all of their per- 
sonal rights. Dr Cruz continues: "I believe Ortega will make an effort 

toward national reconciliation." Isn't Ortega an unyielding communist? Isn't 
he an extremist who is only concerned with fulfilling the mission assigned to 
him by Castro and the Russians? 


There cannot be a reconciliation between communists and democrats because 
their ideologies oppose each other. Communists are absolutists, family 
destroyers, atheists, oppressors, robots, and really enemies of mankind. Is 
it possible to think that an honest man can live with a thief, that freedom 
accepts oppression, and that religion can be united with atheism? Dr Cruz 

has said that "a moderate U.S. stance in the current situation in Nicaragua 
would give Ortega a chance to try to isolate the Sandinists’ hardliners headed 
by Borge." Dr Cruz, the current Nicaraguan Government is formed by selt- 
confessed communists. Ortega, Borge, and the other so-called commanders are 
simply similar nuts in the machinery manufactured in Moscow. Cruz said: "It 
would be desirable to stop Washington's support for the rebels who fight 
against the Managua regime."’ Perhaps from Washington Dr Cruz has not compre- 
hended the great sacrifice of our people, our peasants who have been massively 
murdered or buried in concentration camps, our Indian communities pitiless] 
massacred and destroyed by the communist hordes, our country intervened by 
foreign forces from nations on the other side of the Iron Curtain. There are, 
Dr Cruz, legions of dead who offered their lives for our homeland's redemption. 
There are thousands who were maimed for the cause of liberty. There are 
orphans and widows who demand justice and freedom. How is it possible to ask 
for a reduction in logistic support for the heroes who are recovering our 
nationality in the north and the south? 


Dr Cruz, our country's civic opposition delivered its banner of struggle to 
you fcr you. to denounce, before the democratic world, the crimes being coi 
mitted against Nicaragua, our democracy, people, and religious tradition. 
However, if you really made these declarations, then you dropped this banne! 
of struggle somewhere along the road and it was picked up by patriots who, 
either in exile or in the mountains, are champions of truth and justice. 


8 44 








fhe PCN in exile has condemned Dr Cruz's stance because it is harmful and 
contrary to our homeland's true interests. We also stress that those impro- 
vised groups bearing ostentatious party names are not serious and responsible 
enough in the current momentous circumstances. Only those historic parties 
with a popular acceptance are the ones called to take up the challenge that 
history has flung upon us. 


Fernando Aguero Rocha, president 

Vicente Rappaccioli, political secretary 

San Jose, 1/ November 1984 

Responsible signature: Jorge Arturo Jimenez Solis 
ID 1-416-978 


rs 
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NLCARAGUA 


COMMUNIQUE ON SALARIES FOR MILITARY SERVICE 


PA220451 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 2222 GMT 21 Nov 84 
[Text] The Nicaraguan Labor Ministry has just released the following important 


communique: 


l. Decree No. 1518 of 29 October published in OFFICIAL GAZETTE No 219 of 
14 November has announced a new regulation to be added to Article 32, sub- 
paragraph b of Decree No. 1327 that deals with military patriotic service. 


2. As a result, all citizens who are recruited now or were recruited 
previously and included in Article 32 of the patriotic military service law 
will receive their respective salaries through the Sandinist People's Army, 
provided the salary does not exceed 3,000 cordobas per month. If the salary 
is higher than this amount, the payment will be made by public or private 
employers. 


3. All salaries paid according to item two of this communique will be free 
from ali deductions. 


4. Decree No. 1518 is effective as of 14 November. This decree deals exclu- 
sively with those cases in which the military service member is his family's 
sole source of income. 
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PERU 


STATEMENT BY PERUVIAN INSTITUTE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 28 Oct 84 p A-11 
[Issued in advance of its 1984 Annual Conference of Business Executives | 


[Excerpt] We, the businessmen of Peru, aware of the dangers of the present 
hour and of the need to enrich the prospects of a better future for all 
Peruvians, affirm our belief in: 


lL. The affirmation of the democratic system of government based on respect 
for the constitution and the law and the need for all Peruvians to fulfill 
their civic duties so as to promote the creation of a more just, free and 
enlightened society. 


2. The primacy of the human individual as the supreme objective of society, 

the obligation to promote responsible parenthood and to pass a labor law that, 
far from defending privileges, will promote productive employment to satisfy 

the basic needs of the Peruvians of today and tomorrow. 


3. The advisability of agreeing on a national plan that will permit a stable 
framework and clear rules of the game to cope confidently with a changing sit- 
uation while at the same time incorporating an informal sector rich in genius 
and resources through dialogue between institutions, businesses and government. 
4. The consolidation of national identity through the strengthening of its 
legitimate and representative institutions to advance toward a moral order 

that will justify and legitimize its principles, as well as the balance of 
freedom and restriction necessary to permit or to impose the application of 
those principles in defense of peace, stability and public order. 


5. The priority of the agricultural sector as the potential generator of more 
food and foreign exchange for the country and increased income and opportunities 
of employment for the rural sector, the restoration of the entrepreneurial 
Spirit in the farm through the full exercise of the rights of ownership and 
pledging of land that will permit the most effective use of such a scarce 


resource. 


6. Guidance of the educational system toward valuing the creative dignity of 
labor which in turn will make it possible to receive and fully utilize the 
influx of the scientific and technological revolution that is tranforming the 
world today. 











7. The imperative reorganization of the state apparatus required to reduce 
its scope, increase its efficiency, regulate its expenditures, balance its 
finances and decentralize its action. 


8. Realism and wisdom as essential values for an economic policy and a price 
system that will promote a stable growth of production and make it 

to face the future challenge through the rational utilization of the country's 
resources and the comparative advantages of its economy. 


possible 


9. The increase of efficiency, productivity and domestic savings in order to 
generate--with the addition of foreign investment--the resources necessary CO 


create an increasing number of businesses that wil 
tion and sources of employment and well-being. 


be new centers of produc- 


10. The active projection of Peru in the international sphere to create a 
climate of mutual understanding and establish realistic relations that will 
make it possible to cope with the crucial problems of the present time: the 
foreign debt, trade protectionism and the arms race, and that in turn will 
promote integration with peoples with whom we share a fraternal heritage and 
a common destiny. 
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PERU 


STATEMENT BY NATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF MERCHANTS 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 28 Oct 84 p A-12 


[Text] On the occasion of its 39th anniversary, the National Confederation of 
Merchants (CONACO) presents a statement on the national economic problem. 


CONACO, an institution representing the broadest business sector in the coun- 
try, On commemorating the 39th anniversary of its founding, considers it its 
duty to issue the present statement which reflects the views of the various 
sectors of the national economy that are encompassed in this organization and 
represents the majority viewpoint of Peruvian private enterprise at a time of 
great difficulties for the nation, when violence, social disorder, poverty, 
inflation, corruption and unemployment are becoming an endless chain of laments 
that would seem to engulf the future of our nation in an unstable world, in 
which common sense, the sure and certain course, faith and credibility are 
being lost. In this context in which the strength of a people who do not bend 
before adversity is outstanding, and who wish to arise with the assurance of 
facing and achieving a better future for their children and for the men and 
women who devote their life and labor fighting to improve the human condition 
to make Peru a worthy nation in which it may be possible to live in peace, in 
an intelligent, consolidated and creative relationship [sic]. 


Similarly, the National Confederation of Merchants formulates the present 
statement in the midst of the current historic situation in which the active 
political forces of the country are beginning to define their positions, pro- 
grams and policies under the aegis of the democratic system that governs the 
exercise of the citizens’ freedoms and rights. For all those reasons, CONACO 
considers it opportune and necessary to declare the following: 


--CONACO affirms its deep respect and its most resolute support for democracy 
which is sustained by the rule of the political constitution of the republic 

and by the laws that are derived from it, thus granting Peruvians the regulating 
instruments of a free, just and consolidated society. 


--CONACO, as an institution representing the broadest business sector, expresses 
its absolute respect fc- the human individual as the ovject of economic and 
political action in a society that bases its destiny on the common good as the 


supreme reason for its very existence. 





--CONACO declares that it is the fundamental duty of the productive forces 

and the political forces to foster the strengthening of the generating capac- 
ities of labor and of national identity that dignify human actions in the free 
exercise of creativity and labor. 


--CONACO firmly believes in the imperative necessity and commitment of all 
citizens, and most especialiy of those to whom fate has entrusted the immense 
responsibility of government, to concentrate every imaginable effort to reacti- 
vate the national productive apparatus, especially promoting the strengthening 
of agriculture and national industry, the substitution of the traditional 
sources of energy, the better development of our productive and export ing 
Capacity, and the creation of jobs, with the aim of retuning the national 
Spirit, supporting it on the civic forces of its people. 


--CONACO reaffirms its conviction and reiterates the defense of the many forms 
of action and production carried out by private enterprise and private business- 
men in the most diverse alternatives of economic interaction in which men and 
women of all social conditions aspire to the respect of private ownership of 
that product which their worthy and honest labor generates in the service of 

the community and their country. In referring to the priv te businessman, 

we are recognizing all those who from large companies or informal sectors use 
their intelligence, creative genius and resources to keep active the social 
market economy that subsists on the actions of every one of them. 


~-CONACO unshakeably promotes a dialogue and harmony between private enter- 
prises, institutions and government with the aim of perfecting and creating 
all the means necessary to increase productivity, domestic savings, legal 
order, efficient allocation and employment, at th2 same time promoting the 
moderation, austerity and realism required as basic principles of every 
national development plan. 


--CONACO maintains an unswerving position regarding the need to simplify and 
reorganize the bureaucratic apparatus of the state, changing the scope of its 
presence in business activity, rationalizing the sources of power the current 
disarray of which is a focus of general corruption. It is essential to restruc- 
ture the legal provisions regarding taxation and tax collecting in general in 
such a way as to make them consistent with the situation to which they are 
applied, not throttling productive enterprise and making the taxpayer's pay- 
ment reasonable. 


~-CONACO, finally, believes resolutely in the inescapable need for a national 
political commitment and a real historic agreement between the political and 
economic forces of the nation, with the basic aim of giving Peru, its people 
and its future a United Economic Plan, stable for the next 15 years, in which 
the master guidelines are not changed by successive regimes and in which the 
rules and laws do not vary according to the current situation or the advis- 
ability of political circumstances, in order to provide the time necessary 

for a sound and reliable economic recovery that will restore Peru's product ive 
capacity, free from the heavy burden of the foreign debt that weighs down upon 
it, so that again it will be autonomous in the application of the resources 
that our exports generate. 
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This historic action will be the source of hope and liberation which the 
nation demands and which themen and women of the future require for their 
advancement and development. 


The Board of Directors 


8711 
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PERU 


FOREIGN CURRENCY CERTIFICATE CHANGE AIDS EXPORTERS 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 28 Oct 84 p A-13 


[Text] Exporters of nontraditional products have been favored by the provisions 
of Foreign Exchange Resolution No 007-84-EFC/90, published on 27 October in the 
oficial government gazette. The resolution provides for new standards in the 
issuance of foreign exchange certificates. | 


The resolution was approved by the directors of the Central Reserve Bank to 
protect Peruvian international reserves and the equilibrium of the balance of 
payments. 


In the future an exporter of traditional goods will receive foreign exchange 
certificates for 100 percent of the FOB [Free on Board] value received, which 
can be used by the exporter or producer responsible for the transaction which 
led to the issuance of the certificate, in payment of his obligations for 
approved purposes through the single foreign exchange market. These obliga- 
tions can also be paid in soles, through the national banking and financial 
system, at the net buying rate in the single foreign exchange market. Pre- 
viously, the exporter or producer received 15 percent of the value received 
in foreign exchange certificates. 


Exporters of nontraditional commodities will be treated differently. They 

will receive foreign exchange certificates under the following procedure: 

they can use 15 percent of the FOB value received from exports as they see 

fit; for the remaining 85 percent they will follow the method used for exporters 
of traditional commodities. That is, they can use in the free fcceign exchange 
market $15 out of each $100 they receive from export transactions as they see 
fit. 


Certificates for the export of traditional commodities and those involving 85 
percent of the value of exports of nontraditional commodities can be trans- 
ferred, by endorsement by the banking or financial institution to whose order 
the certificate has been issued, to other banking institutions to which the 
exporter owes money in connection with foreign transactions registered with 
the Central Reserve Bank. The certificates may also be used for obligations 
owed by the exporter in relation to U.S. dollar loans approved by financial 
agents in Peru, provided that the funds involved in such loans have been chan- 
neled through the single foreign exchange market. 
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The certificates reterred to above may be split into smaller denominations by 
exchanging them at the Central Reserve Bank, through a banking or financial 
institution. 


Furthermore, the foreign exchange resolution provides that eontributions in 
foreign exchange to the capital or corporations, made by steckholders, members, 
Or associates of the corporations involved, must be converted into national 
currency through the single foreign exchange market. Furttermore, these con- 
tributions must be valued in national currency in the public document recording 
the transaction. 


5170 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT TO REORGANIZE ECASA--The government today will decree the reorgani- 
zation of ECASA [Rice Marketing Enterprise] and will make a readjustment in the 
price of rice for growers. This was reported yesterday by the deputy for San 
Martin, Manuel Tafur Ruiz (AP [Popular Action]). He said that the Executive 
Branch made this decision after President Fernando Belaunde himself, Minister 
of Agriculture Juan Carlos Hurtado and technicians of that sector carefully 
Studied the case. He indicated that the price of 900 soles per kilo set on 

13 November will be raised to 1,000 soles but corn will remain at its first 
readjustment--that is, 675 soles per kilo. He revealed that ECASA will be re- 
organized because of its poor leadership and the number of irregularities de- 
tected there. [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 16 Nov 84 p A-1] 7717 





ARAB PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION TOURS--An Arab parliamentary delegation arrived 
yesterday afternoon, seeking better rapprochement between the Arab world and 
Latin America. Said Al Hakimi, president of the Parliament of the Yemen Arab 
Republic and president of the Arab Parliamentary Union, heads the visiting de- 
legation. Last night they attended the National Parliament and today they 
will visit the president of the republic at the Palacio de Gobierno. Then they 
will talk with political leaders before traveling to La Paz and Buenos Aires, 
the last stop on their tour. Al Hakimi condemned wars and terrorism in any of 
their forms and wherever they occur. He said: I believe that everyone con- 
demns wars. He openly accused Israel of being a terrorist country, violating 
agreements and attacking the Palestinian people. He revealed that they do not 
know the situation in Central America and South America well but they follow 
it with concern. He also said that it should not be thought that, since the 
Arab countries are rich in oil, they do not suffer the consequences of infla- 
tion. It also affects them although in different degrees. The tour of the 
Arab parliamentary delegation through South America covers Colombia, Peru, Ar- 
gentina and other countries. [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 16 Nov 84 


p A-4] 7717 


AGRARIAN CREDIT LINE INCREASED--The volume of selective, agrarian credit avail- 
able--one of the development programs of the Central Reserve Bank--has been 
raised from 10 to 25 billion soles, by agreement with thedirectors of the 
Institute of Currency Circulation. This action favors the financial system in 
the provinces, where selective agrarian credit is available, for the most part. 
The decision complements the efforts made by the Agrarian Bank in the financing 
of agricultural and livestock activities. The rate of interest of the selec- 
tive, agrarian credit is less than the normal rate of 60 percent. [Text] 

[Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 28 Oct 84 p A-13] 517u 


94 














NEW PUBLIC WORKS PRECLUDED--President Fernando Belaunde stated on 27 October 
that public investment has already been limited, in practice, as the government 
will not undertake new, large public works. However, the government will com- 
plete those which have been begun and are under construction. He declared 

that under this program he will inaugurate the Restitucion Power Station in 
Junin on 1l November. He said that "this is the largest electricity generating 
plant which we have constructed in Peru, as a result of which the Mantaro com- 
plex will generate 1 million kilovolts." Regarding the resumption of work on 
the Cerro Verde II plant, he stated that there is a slight difficulty with the 
financing but that there are several countries interested in it--not only Japan 
but also Great Britain and others. Therefore, there are several alternatives 
available which are under study at this time. [Excerpt] [Lima EL COMERCIO 

in Spanish 28 Oct 84 p A-4] 5170 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BUDGET CALLED 'ONE OF PURPOSE'; SPENDING BREAKDOWN GIVEN 

Expenditure in Detail 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 26 Oct 84 p 1 
[Text] The total budget of $150,814,008 presented by the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance on 1984-85 Budget Day represents a 5.3 per cent increase 
on the 1983-84 budget. Capital expenditure will acc ‘nt for $53,370,016; and 
$97,443,992 has been allotted to recurrent expenditure. 
RECURRENT : 


Personal emoluments will take up 42. 7 per cent of the recurrent expenditure. 


The amounts committed to the major spending ministries is 83.8 per cent of the 
total: 


SMillion Per Cent 
Education and Health $30.9 Jhel 
Finance 24.4 ’ te Pe | 
Communications & Works 16.3 16.7 
Housing, Labour & Development 5.7 5.8 
Trade, Industry & Agriculture 4.4 4.5 


CAPITAL 


The breakdown for the capital expenditure is as follows: 


SMillion Per Cent 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 6.9 12.9 
Industry and Mining 4.3 17.4 
Transportation 4343 yb OP 
Tourism 0.3 0.6 
Energy 10.9 20.4 
Water & Sewerage 4.3 8.0 
Health & Sanitation 0.2 0.4 
Education & Social Development 3.8 Jol 
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Housing 0.9 
Administration & Defence 2.8 
Others Q.7 


Capital expenditure is expected to be met by $1.8 million from revenue surplus 
on current account and domestic and external sources: 


SMillion Per Cent 
External Grants for Projects 21.5 40.5 
External Loans for Projects 22.9 42.9 
Borrowing from Local Sources 7.1 13.3 


Editorial Comment 
Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 26 Oct 84 pl 
[Front Page Editorial: "Mitchell Presents a Fighting Budget" ] 


[Text] ..The thousands of Vincentians who put the New Democratic Party in 
power must be well pleased with the Prime Minister James "Son" Mitchell's 
performance in the House on Budget Day. True there was disappointment, not in 
the least in the case of "Son" himself, over the inability to fulfil immedi- 
ately in its entirely the election pledge to exempt from Income Tax all 
earnings below $10,000 per annum. The poor financial position of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines made it possible to remove completely at one fell blow the 
returns from such a large section of income tax payers. Consequently the PM 
has to be satisfied with implementing his election promise in Stages--starting 
with an immediate exemption of earnings up to $5,000 per annum. The people of 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines who have been disappointed must accept the 
position with grace and understanding and retain the trust in their govern- 
ment, in the firm knowledge that the rest of this tax concession pledge will 
be honoured as soon as a recovery in the economy permits. We believe that 
they have done just this. 


What really matters is that the $150.8 million budget presented by Mitchell is 
a budget of purpose! It provides for hope in spite of the harsh background of 
debt against which it was formulated. 


-- The budget proclaims faith in the potential of the nation to set its house 
in order if it gets the Proper planning directive and is provided with the 
facilities with which to make an adequate start. 


--The firm plans for returning arrowroot to economic Status; and the inten- 
tion to up-grade the fishing industry came as good news. The reiteration of 
intentions of diversification of agriculture and a land reform policy that 
will produce a viable land-owning peasantry were welcome notification of 
Mitchell's continued believe in agriculture as the basis for our development. 
The positive approach to forestry, processing and marketing has corroborated 
faith in the understanding of the essentiality of a comprehensive programme 
for agricultural development of the nation. 
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..Of course the positive approach was not confined to agriculture. The inten- 
tion to promote industry and tourism to the full and supply adequate facili- 
ties in transportation, roads energy, and communications was declared 


..Mitchell's promise of an A Level College, agricultural instruction and the 
teaching of other skills in our schools and the general improvement of educa- 
tion and the expressed determination to raise the level of functional liter- 
acy to 100 per cent from less than 60 per cent is heartening. So is the 
declaration of war on malnutrition. 


The other notable aspect of Budget Day was the absence of Leader of the Oppo- 
sition Milton Cato! 


CSO: 3298/174 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


NEW TRADE UNION--The newest Trade Union in St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

the General Workers Union, (GWU) officially was officially initiated on Sat- 
urday 20th October 1984. An eleven-man Executive Committee was elected. The 
Officers are: Kurt St. Jour--President and Grievance Officer, Wendell Lewis 
--lst Vice President, Lenore Ralph--and Vice President, Conley Rose--General 
Secretary and Education and Research Officer, Sanford Endeavour--Assistant 
Secretary, Jeff Da Silva Treasurer, Clayton Providence--Assistant Treasurer, 
Carlos Palmer--PRO and Jerard Joh, Susan wilkins and Wayne James--Trustees. 
Presently the Union includes 46 members. One of the aims is to strive to bet- 
ter conditions for workers. [Text] [Kingstown THE VINCENTIAN in English 

26 Oct 84 p 2] 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


GUARDIAN EYES TOBAGO VOTE, HAILS DAC STAND ON SECESSION 


Port-of-Spain TRIMIBAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Nov 84 p 6 


[Text ] 





TO@AayY is Nomination 







Day fag the Tebago House of 
A elections sched- 
uled fae Blevermber 26. Con- 


testamts heneurs are the 
Demessgtic Action Con- 
gress presemt majorit 

party &@ the Assembly wit 

an 8 — @ margin in seats), 
the jon People’s Na- 
tio ement and the 
Nat deimt Action Com- 













mit h party expects 
to f slese of candi- 
dates. 


The electorate is 
said te qumber about 25,000 
voters the contest is 
likely @ be such a keen one 













that ballets cast may 
well — recerd propor- 
ee egeatly eutnumbering 
the @t the first Asse:::- 
bly elag@iems fowr years ago. 
One to bring 
be the controv- 

the THA itself and 


\ bitter, issues 
martied its rela- 


sister’ isle, ot 
a political 
years before the 
when it relinquish- 

status as a 
heid’’ to elect 
s, A.N.R. Robin- 


aptele is whether the 
PNM, aew vader Prime Minis- 
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ter George Chambers, has suc- 
ceeded in regaining any of the 

litical strength it has iost in 

obago or whether Mr. Robin- 
son’s DAC, now part of a na- 
tional alliance with other oppo- 
sition ogee has been able to 
consolidate or improve its sup- 
port at home. 

This has clearly been the 
energetic thrust of both parties. 
The extended ‘‘residence”’ 
which Mr.Chambers took up in 
Tobago during the past few 
months and the holding of the 
PNM convention over there 
must be considered as part of 
the strategy of the pas 
party to increase, if not win 

ck, its political standing in 
the island. 

‘The DAC and its allies in the 
National Alliance for Recon- 
struction have eagerly joined 
the battle. Although it is a 
strictly local government con- 
test, the NAR is clearly expect- 
ing that any change in the 8 — 4 
configuration in DAC’s favour 
will present another positive 
boost to its chances in the 1986 
general elections for which it it 
seems to have already launch- 
ed an active campaign. 


On the other hand, some ob- 
servers believe that a victory 
for the PNM may well entice 
the ruling party to hold a snap 
election early next year on an 
“up-beat’”’ note and before the 
economic decline takes harsher 
toll. It must be remembered, 
however, that snap eiections 
are not 2. of the orthodox 
PNM style. 


Among the issues which the 
campaign has so far raised are 

















CSO: 


3298/175 


the question of accountability, 
the constitutional framework 
within which the Assembly is 
enjoined to operate and 
whcther or not Tobago has been 
afforded a justifiable share of 
the national economic pie. 


Many statements, pro and 
con, about these matters have 
been made by protagonists of 
the two major parties and we 
think that the people cf Tobago 
are astute and objective enough 
to weigh not only the rhetoric of 
the campaign but the perform- 
ance of both sides in meeting 
their obligations and respon- 
sibilities to the island, and cast 
their votes accordingly. 


DEMOCRACY 


We are pleased that Mr. 
Robinson has seen the wisdom 
to categorically eliminate sec- 
ession as an issue in this cam- 
paign. From the divisive noises 
t once made, his party had at 
one time become associated 
with this objective and it must 
be a matter of widespread re- 
lief that he has chosen to re- 
move whatever doubt may 
have remained in the popular 
mind. 

We are certain that any at- 
tempt to separate our twin- 
island nation would meet with 
the opposition of the majority of 
our people. 

The coming election, then, is 
expected to be one of the keen- 
est and most interesting ever 
fought in the sister isle. Above 
all other considerations, we 
welcome the exercise as 
another display of the mature 
and healthy democracy which 
our country cherishes. 

We expect that against the 
pattern of low voting in local 
government contests, this elec- 
tion will see a record turnout. 
We urge every elector in the 
island to exercise his franchise. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS UNIT ADDS [TO COMMENT 


ON PUNDIT 


PRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


RULING 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Nov 84 a fe. 2 


[Text ] 


CSO): 


RESPONSE of some Hindu pundits 
to the comments of Appeal Court 
judge, Mr. Clinton Bernard, in the 
temple appeal cause, constitutes an 
unwarranted attack on the indepen- 
dence, authority and impartiality of 
the Court of > eye 

Mr. Ramesh Lawrence Maharaj 
barrister at law and President of 
Trinidad and Tobago Human Rights 
Bureau, in making this charge yes- 
terday, also claimed that the pun- 
dits were being misled for political 
reasons. 

He said the affair also had another 
distasteful tinge, in that coming up 
in the Appeal Court soon is another 
appeal lodged by the same pundit, 
who unsuccessfully appealed in the 
present matter. 

‘Two weeks ag», Mr. Justice Ber- 
nard dismissed an appeal by Pundit 
Sharma against the decision of the 
Siparia Licensing Committee to 
grant Radhay Kissoon Heera a re- 
newed licence to operate a restau- 
rant next to a teniple. 

In turning down the appeal, Jus- 
tice Bernard termed the plantiff a 
fanatical puritan and his devotecs 


abject hypocrites. Leading the 
chorus against the judge’s com- 
ments is Mr. Sut Maharaj, Secretary 
General of the Sanatan Dharma Ma- 
ha Sabha, who also testifjed in court 
on the pundit’s behalf. 


Mr. Maharaj said yesterday that 
instead of threatening to disrupt 
the Appeal Court, where Justice Ber- 
nard sits, the Pundit had recourse to 
the Privy Council, and added: 

“It is my view that the court was 
mild in its conmiments on the evi- 
dence, which justified stronger con- 
demnation of the pundit and his de- 
votees. 

‘‘When an ordinary person gives 
evidence and he is found either lying 
or hypocritical, a court says so, re- 
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ardiess of the persons station in 
ife. 

‘“‘There is no special rule for a 
priest, be he Hindu, Muslim or Chris- 
tian. If these holy gentlemen were 
serious in having that decision set 
aside, or the comments reversed 
they could have gone to the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council. 

‘*These holy ee by takin 
the law into their own hands an 
making libellous accusations against 
the judge and to further threaten 
action by disrupting the court’s pro- 
ceedings, are behaving in a way 


which no right-thinking person 
can condone.”’ 
Stressing that the pundits were 


being misled, Mr. Maharaj said the, 
temple licence related to 1983, and. 
the pundit had again appealed the 
decision to grant a review licence to| 
Heera for 1984. He added: 


APOLOGY NEEDED 


_ “‘T am glad the ‘Trinidad Guardian’ 
is Carrying the judge’s full judgment, 
so the pundits can read and realise 
that they are being misled, and 
should offer the judge an unqualified 
apology for this unwarranted at- 
tack. 

“*The committee which de- 
liberated in the 1984 application case 
found both Sat Maharaj and Pundit 
Sharma being untruthful. 

‘**This is clearly a political move, in 
order to divide the country into ra- 
cial camps. Another pertinent 
point: why was the Hindu represen- 
tative absent from this morning's 
Memorial Day ceremony in Port of 
Spain ? 

‘*That is disrespect for the nation- 
al community.” 

The Human Rights Bureau has 
summoned a meeting for Sunday 
morning at Gasparillo East Indian 
Friendly Socicty, to discuss and take 
action on the matter. 
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GOVERNMENT CUTS TAX TO SPUR INVESTMENT IN OIL INDUSTRY 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Nov 84 p 1 
[Article by Clevon Raphael] 


[Text] GOVERNMENT has cleared the way for additional investment in the local 
oil industry with a further tax concession for the companies' marine 
operations. 


Retroactive to January 1, 1984, the rate of Supplemental Petroleum Tax (Ma- 
rine) will be 55 per cent--a reduction of five per cent. 


This information is contained in a legal supplement to the Trinidad and Toab- 
go Gazette under an Order made by the Minister of Finance, Prime Minister 
George Chambers. 


Mr. Patrick Manning, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, who was con- 
sulted by Mr. Chambers in the matter, described the move as having the effect 
of injecting more positive developments in the industry. 


He elaborated: 


"There are many implications in this matter. One of the most important is 
that is has cleared the way for additional investment in the industry. 


"Southern companies which perform servicing operations in the industry which 
were adversely affected in 1984 and this was reflected mainly in the drop in 
employment levels will show a positive difference in 1985. 


"Generally the industry is about to experience an injection of capital which 
can only spell wonderful days ahead..." 


Trinidad Tesoro, he added was bringing a drilling barge next month and Amoco 
Trinidad Limited was contemplating bringing two such barges early next year. 


With the reduction of this tax--one of several of a complicated tax regime 
for the oil industry--would government suffer a loss in revenue? 


"Of course Government's revenue will be reduced. Government will lose in 
the short run, but on the long term not only would government's revenue be 
enhanced, but the entire country would benefit," the Minister said. 
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Oil production would be stimulated, Mr. Manning said. 


In 1983, the Minister continued, the production figure was an approximate 
159,000 barrels a day while this year it jumped to an average of 180,000. 


In Long Term 


Another official source explained that the companies, although benefiting 
from this concession, might not be too pleased because they did not get ex- 
actly what they were negotiating :or with Government. 


But he argued: 


"This may not be what they want but it is, all things taken into considera- 
tion, a very good incentive for the companies to act upon." 


Terming it one of the most significant developments in the industry since 
Go ernment last yeer granted the companies a reduction of 20 per cent in tax 
payments on their land operations, Mr. Manning said: 


"T have no doubt that this new measure will go a long way to give the compan- 
ies the impetus to really go ahead and further contribute towards the eco- 
nomic development of Trinidad and Tobago." 


Mr. Frank Arlen, Public Relations Manager of Amoco, the largest offshore 
producer in the country, commented: 


"This is certainly a good step but we would like to see the document (The 
Legal Supplement) before we make any further comment." 


It could not be ascertained yesterday exactly how much Government would lose 
in the move, but Amoco, in 1983, paid the State an overall tax bill of $1,800 
million. 

Officials of other oil companies could not be contacted yesterday for comment. 
Only last week Friday the House of Representatives passed an amendment to the 
Petroleum Taxes Act which gave the oil companies another concession-~-costs 


arising from work-overs (repairs and maintenance works) on producing wells 
would not be capitalised to enable such costs to be tax deductible. 


CSO: 3298/175 
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VENEZUELA 





PC LEADER ON PARTY IDEOLOGY, STRATEGY, MAS, OTHER ISSUES 
Caracas BOHEMIA in Spanish 1 / Oct 84 pp 52-55 


/Interview with R. Larrazabal by Hugo Alberto Goitez: "To the Left of the 
Crisis. Radames Larrazabal: MAS Corrupted the Left. Top Leader of Communist 
Party Says Some Leftists Who Deserted Their Parties Are in Crisis"/ 


/Text/ This interview forms part of a series which BOHEMIA 
will publish under the title of "To the Left of the Crisis." 
With these interviews, carried out by the magazine's editor 
in chief, we try to have relevant leaders of leftist parties 
analyze their specific situation and speak of approaches 

and solutions to the country's general crisis. 


Radames Larrazabal is a man of admirable consistency in the ideology he defends 
and the doctrine he wants to apply. Together with Jesus Faria and Gustavo 
Macahdo, Representative Larrazabal became a symbol of communist preserverance 
against all the reverses suffered within Venezuelan politics. They, proud to 
continue being called "communists," are an example of political dignity in a 
country where diametric changes are common. Continuing this series of inter- 
views, it is our turn to talk to a man who is a member of the Politburo of the 
Central Committee and head of the Department of Ideology and Propaganda for 

the Communist Party, as well as Representative to the National Congress. 


By coincidence, just days after BOHEMIA began publication of "To the Left of 
the Crisis," Radames Larrazabal published a tract called, "Is the Left in Crisis?" 


And since that was the first question we asked him he answered: 


"The term left as a political reference characterized by the fight against 
imperialism and monopoly, by democratic conquests, by the rights and recovery 

of the workers and by peace, cannot be in crisis, as shown by a Latin America 
convulsed by armed conflicts, such as in Central America, the Southern Cone 

and in the social changes that Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Venezuela and Argentina 
are undergoing." 


A short pause and Larrazabal exclaims roundly: 
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"Some leftists who went bag and baggage--that is, with cot and chamberpot--over 
to opportunism are in crisis. The Lert will come out of the crisis affecting 
the reigning system in Venezuela fortified if it overcomes its electoral 
whining, its organizational defects and its distance from the masses. I have 
faith that the Left parties, after the crisis, will play an influential role 

in events and that they are ready to risk everything, whether the crisis is 
prolonged or if it can be resolved by the people now in power." 


Crisis of Redefinitions 


/Question/ If there is no crisis, then, what is this confusion of reassign- 
ments and adjustments on the Left? 


/Answer/ If some crisis exists on the Left, it is one of redefinition. For 
example, the new alternative is now defined as a national-revolutionary current, 
and that is positive; the Socialist League, which is in open discussion, will 
come up with its own definitions of what they are; the Movement of the Revolu- 
tionary Left is also going through a period of ideological readjustment. The 
Communist Party is not meddling in any of those internal affairs, but we under- 
stand that they are irreversible procedures. One concrete fact, derived from 
the last 10 years of social struggles, is that the Communist Party of Venezuela, 
by its own judgment and policy rather than by chance, stands without discussion 
as the fundamental Marxist-Leninist influence. The Communist Party of Venezuela 
includes among its friends and allies all those parties on the left that call 
themselves socialist and national-revolutionary. 


If some party considered Marxist comes to the conclusion that it isn't, far 
from being offended we understand that it is a question of ideological reloca- 
tion," Larrazabal emphasizes. "Now then, everyone who feels himself 
Marxist-Leninist is welcome in the Communist Party of Venezuela as we have 
stated in declarations of party congresses and of the Central Committee. 


MAS Not Marxist 


In BOHEMIA, Teodoro Petkoff admitted that MASS /Movement Toward Socialism/'s 
inability to get out from under the stigma of its origin, that is, of its 
derivation from the Communist Party, has become "an obsession" with him. And 
he stated emphatically, "I am not a communist." This is the background for 
our next question to Representative Radames Larrazabal: 


/Question/ Don't you include MAS among the leftists? 


/Answer/ We certainly do not incltie MAS among leftist elements because its 
leaders have stated time and again that they have nothing to do with the Left. 
On our own part, we also try to satisfy them so they won't blame us for their 
own obsessions and frustrations. And it is true: MAS is neither Marxist, 
leftist nor centrist. It isn't our fault that there are still misguided people 
who do not think the way we do. The drama of MAS, of bketkoff and others, is 
not that they will be confused with the Left and will not attract the expected 
votes; their drama consists of their attempt to resemble AD and COPEI to get 
the votes of those two parties and having failed as they did because they do 
not understand that those who vote for AD and COPEI do so without looking for 


bad imitations. 
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The Electoral Process Will Not Give Us Power 


/Question/ The daram of MAS is, as you say, that even attempting to resemble 
AD.and COPEI, they do not get a large number of votes. Now then, if what you 
call the "left" doesn't resemble AD and COPEI, but still doesn't get many 


votes, why does that happen? 


/Aénswer/ The parties on the Left engage in an electoral battle at a great 
disadvantage. AD and COPEI control the state, the government, the national 
budget, the Venezuelan Federation of Assocaitions and Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, the pulpits and, something worth as much as all of these things, 
they have the loyalty of the people, a situatiun which is highly reactionary. 
After its defeat in armed battle, the Left adopted the bad habit of competing 
with the system in its own ground without having numbers and of evaluating 
itself politically according to the number of votes received. The result was 
frustration and the claim that the Left is in crisis because they didn't get 
the desired number of votes. But the Left will not get power through the 
election procedure established by the system. 


/Question/ And if not by election, how will the Left get power? By force, 
through a coup, revolutionary seizing of power? 


/Answer/ "One must be prepared," responds Representative Larrazabal, after 
thinking a bit, "for unpredictable social and economic crises. When the 
system is in crisis, the options for power show up, as is happening now. The 
only thing written is that the Left had better become a part of the masses 
and propose a power option will save the country from the worst of this situa- 
tion, caused by others. 


/Question/ What would be this "power option," only one party, dictatorship 
of the proletariat or what? 


/Answer/ That power option takes into account the crisis and the fact that 
it can generate coup attempts, social unrest and serious difficultics in the 
seat of power including the government party, AD. A great movement for the 
crisis can be formed around the questions that today disturb the country, 
such as how it was agreed to pay the foreign debt, the need for economic 
recovery through the increase of salaries and the merciless fight against 
corruption in all forms. When we speak of a "power option" we are pointing 
out a government and economic policy supported by national majorities which, 
of course, involve the Left. This is too much crisis for one party, even if 
it did get 50 percent of the votes in 1983. With its recessive economic policy 
the government cannot put an end to the crisis. In any case, it will finish 
the country. 


Words and Realities 
/Question/ When we started this interview, you spoke of "anti-imperialism," 
"antimonopolism," "fight for peace," etc. These are rallying cries that AD 


used in its beginnings, although taking care to differentiate itself fromthe 
Communist Party ideologically. Nevertheless, both AD and COPEI tell the people 
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about costly food, modernizing farms and providing homes, public services, 
education, etc. And the people vote for them. Could it be that the language 
of the Communist Party of Venezuela and the Left is old-fashioned and that 
people don't understand it for that reason? 


/Answer/ I don't think the separation of the Left from the masses is due to 
its language, full of words that express real situations like, for example, 
"imperialism," "oligarchy," "class struggle,'' etc. The problem isn't there 
because MAS used cowardly language and didn't get the votes it expected. The 
question is that the left is not up on the problems of the masses, it lacks 
historical currency. And without losing flexibility, it should regain its 
strength, the courage that it always had. The people understand easily when 
you talk to them about hunger, unemployment farms; what happens is that some 
leftists are waiting for miracles, imitating the demagogic attitudes of the 
parties in the system. 


MAS Corrupted the Left 


/Question/ Finally, what do you, as a communist, think of MAS 13 years after 
its founding? 


/Answer/ The influence of MAS on the Left has been corrupting because of 
opportunism. Throughout the 13 years of MAS existence it has corrupted sectors 
of the Left, built up a cowardly militancy and lent itself to dirty anti-Marxist 
campaigns. Its state of chaos is the consequence of its internal process of 
social-democratization which it tried to spread throughout the entire Left. 


12472 
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VENEZUELA 


PEDRO PABLO AGUILAR SEEN AS MODERATING FACTOR WITHIN COPEI 
Caracas ZETA in Spanish 17 Oct 84 pp 10-11 
/Article: "Pedro Pablo Proposed Turn to Good Sense to COPEL"/ 


/Text/ Like the voice of Gonzalo Barrios in AD, that of 
Pedro Pablo Aguilar in COPEI has rekindled the hopes of 


those who trust in good sense as the best antidote to the 
crisis. 


Eduardo Fernandez and Pedro Pablo Aguilar have come out of the internal COPEI 
electoral process that has just ended as the capital figures around whom the 
1988 presidential nomination should be decided. The new makeup of the National 
Committee and the joint and structural alliances traced out for the national 
convention seem to indicate a new face in Rafael Caldera's party, even though 
he continues to hope for re-election and he hangs like Damocles' sword over the 
heads of his party's other candidates. 


Iwo other figures, Abdon Vivas Teran and Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, came out of this 
process with their own strength and national stature, confirming the predictions 
of political analysts who marked them as future presidential candidates for 
1993. Both have taken on value and, in large measure, on their inclinations 
will depend the success of both Fernandez and Aguilar in their attempts to 


displace the founding leader from the "job" he has always had: presidential 
candidate. 


Of the four named, curiously, the one who should view the future with some worry 
is Fernandez, the re-elected secretary general, in whose landslide triumph many 
observers see his future weakness. Fernandez's re-election was made possible 
thanks to Caldera's Support and certain alliances which traditional Calderism 
considered heretical and for which it is trying to collect from him. Eduardo 
Fernandez's electoral victory contains within it the seed of his future weak- 
ness, something that seems contradictory but is possible. Certain Symptoms of 
the damage this can cause Fernandez could be seen in the recent local elections, 
where his differences with Oswaldo Alvarez Paz were deepened and where new 
recruits--among the youth, women, teachers and farmers--were added to the fol- 
lowers of traditional Calderism, which has seen in Eduardo expressions of 


agitation against orthodoxy and some attempts at autonomy damaging to Caldera's 
patriarchal leadership. 
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War Games 


As supreme admiral of the green fleet, Rafael Caldera has repeated made known 
his wishes to be the carrier from which the new generations of COPEI jets take 
off and begin to fly on their own. Encouraged by their leader, many of them 
Started their motors and even traced out their own flight plans. Unexpected 
movements of the mother ship have, up to now, impeded a safe. takeoff and they 
are still stuck under cover. Other more daring ones have fallen into the sea, 
an auspicious political future sinking with them. Such are the cases of the 
heir apparents and of Rafael Andres Montes de Oca, ending with his exclusion 
from the high command of COPEL. Expert in war games, Caldera rocks in the waves 
of the sometimes sturmy green sea, but without letting go of the rudder. 


On his part, the best of the Calderist jets, Eduardo Fernandez, has not managed 
to meet the expectations that had been crated around him from his point of 
combat in the General Secretariat of COPEI. His own people and others have 
criticized his weakness, certain wavering attitudes and some attacks of political 
frivolity, such as having accused a member of President Jaime Lusinchi's cabinet 
of pitiful banking manipulatiors, which he never specified either in public or 
in private, as the chief of state had requested. Other Calderist figures, such 
as Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, and even the fallen former President Luis Herrera 
Champins, have come out as spokesmen and leaders of COPEI opposition to the AD 
government. Both have grabbed hold of the green arrow and have not hesitated 

to shoot it at the target of their criticism: the government. 





Good Sense in Face of Storm 


Removed from these war games, a pilot, veteran of other battles, has undertaken 
to cross the "isms," beyond Calderism, Herrerism or Pedropab’oism, hoping to 
land on a strip of just one solid color, from which he hopes that COPEI can 
undertake new flights that will allow them to bomb successfully the errors of 
the AD government and to be seen by the whole country as a safe, trustworthy 
ship to control Venezuela's destiny beginning in 1988. Conscious of the fact 
that meteorological conditions are those of crisis times, whose consequences 
could be catastrophic for everyone, pilots and navigators, Pedro Pablo Aguilar, 
the senator from Trujillo, has voluntarily removed his candidate's robes and 
offered his compass to find the road to internal unity, to the end of confronta- 
tions among "isms," and to rebuild a party seriously hurt by its defeats at 


the hands of its traditional adversary, AD. 


Once the internal process was completed, Aguilar's voice was heard over the 
chorus of those who were celebrating victories or complaining about treachery. 
Like Barrios’ in AD, Pedro Pablo's voice in COPEI has been characterized by 

its good sense. The man from Trujillo alerted his party to the social and 
political consequences of the country's crisis, factors that will be of capital 
importance in determining the political future not only of AD and COPEI, but 

of Venezuela. In his opinion, the 1988 electoral platform should be within 
that perspective. Not before, nor much less trusting in the pendulum law which 
has been in effect under the democracy, but which could expire if AD doesn't 
govern in accordance with the tremendous current needs and if COPEI does not 
fulfill its role as the opposition. ; 
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VENEZUELA 


MORALES PAUL, ALVAREZ PAZ ON GUYANA, CONTADORA, OTHER ISSUES 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 2 Nov 84 p D-1 
[Article by Abel Sanchez] 


[Text] Departing the Foreign Policy Committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies, Foreign Minister Isidro Morales Paul asserted that we now 
have clearer, smoother relations with Guyana and that "the obstacles 
that existed in the past no longer exist," adding that "there is 
movement" on all of Venezuela's international problems. 


It was learned unofficially that the basis of his remark was that 

the two countries are engaged in high-level talks to help UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar come up with a solution to the dispute 
over the Essequibo. The matter is currently in his hands. 


It was also learned that the foreign minister had informed the congressional 
committee that there is a virtual agreement with Trinidad and Tobago 
on the demarcation of offshore areas 


Morales Paul appeared at an almost 4-hour private session of the 
congressional committee chaired by Oswaldo Alvarez Paz. The agenda 
was extremely broad, comprising items such as the situation in Central 
America and the Contadora Group; relations with Cuba, Colombia and 
Guyana; borders with Trinidad and Tobago, as well as the Venezuelan 
Foreign Ministry's internal problems relating to staff policies. 


We asked Morales Paul about the danger that the Contadora Document 
will be scuttled by the amendments that El Salvador, Honduras and 
Costa Rica have proposed and by Nicaragua's refusal to accept these 
changes. 


"The struggle for peace must be continued,"’ he asserted, "in spite 
of the obstacles, It is a question of believing in the need for 

a climate of peace, and no matter how many impediments there might 
be, there are not going to be enough to discourage the effort that 
we are mak " | 


Someone remarked to him that former President Perez has claimed that 
the Contadora effort has been a failure. 
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"T respect the opinions of others but I'm not a political commentator, 
and it's not a foreign minister's function to voice views such as 
that." 





And what about the elections on Sunday? 


"T think that there are still some questions that have not been cleared 
up about those elections. We await the outcome." 


He was also asked about the statements by the COPEI foreign affairs 
secretary, Juan Jose Monsant, to the effect that Venezuela is allowing 
activities by anti-Sandinist and Somozist groups and that they have 
even met with AD and administration figures. 


"We also talked about that in the committee. We have said that we 

are a country with a democratic, pluralist government and that one 

of the missions of Contadora is to talk with everyone to seek solutions. 
The president of Colombia has talked with the guerrillas in his country, 
and no one thought of saying that he is biased towards any of them..." 


He was questioned about the problem stemming from the shutdown of 

the Exxon refineries in Aruba. He repeated that because of its political 
ramifications the case is under study by President Jaime Lusinchi, 

the Energy and Mines Ministry and the Foreign Ministry itself. 


"The chief of state has already gotten in touch with President Reagan 
and conveyed to him his concern over the situation and his desire 
to cooperate in seeking a solution." 


He went on to say that this is a very complex problem that affects 
a geopolitically important area for our country. 


Is there a proposal to reestablish relations with Cuba soon? 


"T gave the committee a report on the problem of the people who have 
taken refuge at our embassy, the agreement that was hammered out 

and the concern over the fact that some thought that they could leave 
Cuba because they did not have a criminal record, which has not happened 
i: 26s." 


He said that he reported in detail on Colombia and Guyana but could 

not disclose the details to the mass media. He did, however, assert 
that with Guyana "we have clearer, smoother relations, and the obstacles 
that existed in the past no longer exist." 


Alvarez Paz 


Committee chairman Oswaldo Alvarez Paz said that he was satisfied 
with the results of the talk with the foreign minister. He announced 
that in the coming days the committee would be meeting with Foreign 
Ministry staff who have specific responsibilities in certain areas, 
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borders in particular, and not just pending demarcations but border 
development as well. In this regard, contacts have been made with 
the director of borders, Adm Pulido Salvatierra, to schedule meetings 
and eventually come out with a national border development plan. 





With regard to Contadora, Alvarez Paz emphasized that the interests 
of different countries are at stake, and even though these countries 
are located in the same region, their situations are different. 
Moreover, the interests of the great powers are also involved. 





"As far as Nicaragua is concerned, I think that the basic issue that 
is keeping the countries at odds is ideology. Nevertheless, the 
rhetoric of these countries reinforces Contadora's objectives, even 
though the waters are still roiled." 


With respect to the Nicaraguan elections, he asserted that they are 
far from representative and that he does not think they can help 
solve the problem. 


"Personally I cannot Support an election in which the Opposition's 
strongest forces have not been given basic guarantees. After 5 years 
of the Sandinist revolution it is regrettable that these guarantees 

do not exist. The junta has already charted its course within Marxism- 
Leninism, and elections are not needed to continue the revolution 

or legitimize its power; their purpose is simply to consolidate that 
power and to use it to pressure the competing interests. 


Alvarez Paz does not share the views of his colleague Juan Jose Monsant, 
"inasmuch as Venezuela is not lending express political Support or 
military backing to any political movement in particular or to any 
government anywhere on the continent. 


With regard to the Foreign Ministry's internal problems, he revealed 
that a Foreign Service Act is being drafted that will set forth precise 
guidelines for foreigr service personnel income, expenditures and 
promotions "to prevent capricious decision-making." 
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VENEZUELA 


PEREZ EXPRESSES DISAPPOINTMENT WITH NICARAGUAN ELECTIONS 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 12 Nov 84 p D-11 
[Article by Antonio Reyes] 


[Text] Maracaibo, 11 Nov--Former President Carlos Andres Perez has 
voiced disappointment with the Nicaraguan elections. 


Accompanied by the AD [Democratic Action] secretary general in Zulia, 
Hugo Soto Socorro, other well-known political figures and independents, 
the vice president of the Socialist International gave a press conference 
today at a major hotel in this city during which he analyzed leading 
domestic and international political issues. 


"I could almost call myself a protagonist in the drama that is going 

on in Central America," he said at the outset. "Never have I renounced 
my personal concern, my concern as a member of AD and my concern 

as vice president of the Socialist International, over this horrible 
problem plaguing the region." 


Later on, he said that he was not satisfied with the elections as 

they were held in Nicaragua. "We put forth major efforts, we exhausted 
every avenue within both the opposition and the Sandinist government 

so that the election would enjoy every safeguard and so that as many 
parties as possible would run. Unfortunately, we failed somewhat 

in this effort," Perez added. 


"We were unable to bring in the Democratic Coordinator, whose candidate 
was one of the leading opposition figures in Nicaragua, Dr Arturo 

Cruz. We were unsuccessful because the Sandinist delegation cut 

short our talks in Rio de Janeiro at the last minute. 


"We were unsuccessful in October as well, on the occasion of the 
Panamanian president's inauguration. Then the most important party 
in the contest, the Liberal Independent Party, whose candidate was 
Dr Godoy, also withdrew. 


"This restricted, narrowed the scope of the Nicaraguan election and 
turned it practically into a plebiscite in support of the Sandinist 
Movement's candidates." 
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The Other Side of the Coin 


Carlos Andres Perez then gave a detailed rundown of the other side 
of the Central American panorama, underscoring mainly the danger 
of a war that might engulf all of the countries in the region. 


Perez indicated that a war is going on in Nicaragua with the full 

Support of the U.S. Government. The Sandinist government is constantly 
under attack from both north and south. These same forces were constantly 
harassing opposition forces in a bid to prevent them from campaigning. 
"Thirdly," he added, "I must mention that the Nicaraguan people are 

being harassed economically." 


"It was under these conditions that the Nicaraguan election was held," 
he indicated. 


The former president remarked that dispatches from impartial observers 
indicated that the voter turnout was very high and, thus, quite acceptable, 
albeit with the regrettable limitations that detract from the election's 
decisiveness and credibility. 


The former president then mentioned a development that he regarded 

as very important, namely that the Sandinist government had convoked 

a national dialogue in which all Nicaraguan forces are taking part, 
even those that did not run in the election. He said that the national 
dialogue was addressing three fundamental issues: the war, the economic 
crisis and the enhancement of the country's democracy. 


"If this dialogue continues along these lines," Perez said, "with 
the participation of all political sectors, we can Say that there 
are again prospects for a democratic solution, a pluralist solution 
to the situation in Nicaragua." 


He then noted that a few days ago THE WASHINGTON POST published a 
document that was taken up at a White House Security Council meeting 
that President Reagan attended. The document spoke of scuttling 
Contadora and the Nicaraguan process. 


"So here we have the tragic setting in which events are unfolding 
and in which it is impossible to pin all the blame on the Sandinist 
Movement ,"" he said. 


According to Perez, an extremely dangerous escalation is taking place 
in the war in Central America, as unfortunately the conflict is being 
turned into an East-West confrontation. "No one can deny that Central 
American armies are being aided logistically by the Soviet Union 

and Cuba, just as no one can deny that the guerrillas who have taken 

up arms against the Sandinists are being paid by the United States," 

the former president went on to Say. 
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"And no one can deny either that Honduras is occupied by U.S. military 
forces," he stated further. 


Perez concluded by indicating that a war that could engulf all of 
Latin America is in danger of breaking out in that region at any 
moment . 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


CALDERA'S VIEWS ON CUBA--Former President Rafael Caldera has said 

that to achieve peace in Central America, a high-level dialogue that 
includes Cuba must be undertaken. On his return from the United 

States, where he took part in academic activities, he noted that 

not only Latin Americans but a great majority of the U.S. population 

as well are quite worried about the situation in Central America. 

"Now that President Reagan has won broad political support and now 

that elections have been held in Nicaragua, even given all of the 
objections that can be raised to them, a high-level dialogue to bring 
peace to the region ought to be proposed." He asserted that “everybody 
wants peace, even the most conservative groups in the United States. 
Even though they are concerned about Soviet arms shipments to Nicaragua, 
they agree that the dialogue Ought to include Cuba. And while Nicaragua 
would have to be given assurances that it would not become the theater 
of a civil war, its government, in turn, would have to guarantee 
respect for human rights, freedom of the press and untrammeled political 


party activity." [Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 12 Nov 84 
p A-1] 8743 
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